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Important issues 


The Meaning of 
Christ to Me 


By ROBERT E. SPEER 


Doctor Speer’s new book faces the 
facts of Christ as a dynamic Person- 
ality. A passionate confession of Christ 
which has the constraint of conviction, 
the eagerness of enthusiasm, the 
Persuasiveness of power. $1.50 


The Trend of 
Christian Thinking 


By CHAS. S. MACFARLAND, D.D. 
Author of “Contemporary Christian 
Thought’’ 

“Tt would be difficult to recommend 
any recent volume which gives a better 
epitome of outstanding literature in the 
field of religion.””"— The Messenger. 

$1.50 


Easter’s Path 


To Pentecost 
By EDWARD JEFFRIES REES, D.D. 


Addresses on the significant events 
from the Resurrection to Pentecost 
and their bearing on the issues of our 
own day. $1.25 


The Sins That 
Crucified Him 


By ROBERT B. WHYTE D.D. 


A wealth of pre-Easter material for 
which many are seeking. A volume of 
addresses which proclaims the power of 
the Cross as the one central hope of 
today. $1.00 


Footprints in 


Palestine 
By MADELEINE S. MILLER 
New Edition with Index and Map 


N. Y. Times Book Review says: ‘‘In- 
forming, interesting, engaging . . . 
very different from the usual book on 
Palestine. Copiously and beautifully 
iliustrated. Foreword by the late Vis- 
count Allenby. 

Profusely illustrated, $2.50 
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By A. P. FITT 
Moody’s Son-in-Law and Former Secretary 
THE EVANGELIST’S SON, Paul D. Moody, says: 


“The writer of this book, more than anyone else alive 
today, entered into my father’s work and plans for the last 
seven years of his life. In brief compass, he has given an 
accurate and discriminating — I almost said, inspired out- 
line of the life and activities of the man he loved devotedly 
and served faithfully... . He has written what he would 
term merely an introduction, but in reality, he has come 
close to the secret of that life.’’ Illustrated, $1.50 


NEW BOOKS ON 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF CHRISTIAN 


EDUCATION 
By HERMAN HARRELL HORNE, Ph.D., LL.D. 


A most timely handbook by a Professor of the History 
and Philosophy of Education, New York University, on 
what is urgently needed in all our churches and church 
schools. $1.50 


PRINCIPLES OF RELIGIOUS 


EDUCATION 
By GEORGE H. FICKES 
Professor, Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. 


This is a text book in the best sense. It appeals to stu- 
dents in colleges and seminaries, to teachers, to parents, 
and to preachers. $2.00 


THE EDUCATION THAT EDUCATES 
By MARION E. CADY 


A study of Hebrew education as compared with ancient 
and modern systems and an application of its principles 
and methods in present-day educational problems. $2.00 


A PROGRAM OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
By J. M. PRICE, L. L. CARPENTER, A. E. TIBBS 


Touches every phase of the educational work of the local 
church with regard to children, youth, and adults. A book 
of clear goals, sane counsels, and encouraging guidance. $2.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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FOLLOWING AFAR OFF 


Z. M. WALTERS 


the eve of the Passover. Christ has gath- 

ered together the inner circle of those 
whom he had been teaching to give them his 
explicit and final directions for conquering the 
kingdoms of this world. We so often think of 
the discourse in the upper chamber as inspir- 
ation, as promises that have to do with spiritual 
life only, as a plea for unity, as a prayer for 
the disciples soon to be bereft of the visible 
Presence, but in reality it is a little book of 
directions for coming into touch with unlimited 
Power. Final words have a way of assuming 
importance. We remember them. The last 
words a beloved teacher speaks to us when we 
leave school become oracles of wisdom in our 
minds. The last words of a friend whom we 
shall not see again in the flesh are laid upon 
us as a command not to be disregarded. And 
Christ recognizing this human trait seemed to 
gather up much that had to do with power into 
this one discourse. Certainly they would re- 
member almost word for word when the events 
of the next few dramatic days had fixed it in 
their minds. If these few unlettered men 
lacked the connection with Power they might 
as well not start on their mission. 

They are sitting at the table. There is an 
air of unrest, something presaging disaster in 
the very air. The Master himself has uttered 
warning words. He seems “‘troubled in spirit.” 
[hen as he begins the message he lets fall these 
arresting words, “Yet a little while I am with 
you... Ye shall seek me... whither I go ye 
cannot come.’”’ Then in answer to Peter’s ques- 
ion he said plainly, ‘‘Whither I go thou canst 
10t follow me now; but thou shalt follow me 
ufterward.”’ 

These words must have put new life into the 
lrooping disciples. In spite of the muttered 
hreats they must have overheard in the 


1 is in the upper chamber in Jerusalem on 
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streets all was not lost. Christ was going away 
on a journey, perhaps making plans for the 
establishment of that kingdom for which they 
longed. They could not go with him now. It 
was a secret mission, so they thought. But 
they could come to him after awhile. Too often 
the Christian world has read into this that 
Christ was saying his disciples could come to 
him again after the death of the body. But all 
the following context shows that Christ was 
not talking about anything so far removed 
from the vital work he wanted them to do. 
No, they were not to follow him into death 
after awhile, but into life with Power. 

Peter cries out, ‘““‘Why cannot I follow thee 
now?’ he is willing to lay down life itself to 
be with his Lord. 

“Why cannot I follow thee NOW?” The cry 
goes echoing down the ages. We are saying it 
today, all of us who are moaning that our 
prayers are not answered. We have read the 
directions and promises; we have seen how 
they worked out in other lives, and some of us 
seem left bogged in doubt and fear and con- 
fusion. Why can I not follow NOW? Why 
can I not speak the instant word of healing? 
Why cannot I set my life in divine order? Why 
cannot I bless all whose lives I touch? Why do 
I suffer lack? Why do I grope about uncertain 
of what I am to do? Why am I not advancing 
the Kingdom of Heaven in this world? Or to 
put it all in one question, Why am I not in 
contact with Divine Power? 

And again we hear the same gentle voice 
speaking to us that answered Peter’s passionate 
question. Peter was not ready. He was not 
forbidden to follow, but he could not; the 
ability was not in him. For all his three years 
of intensive training, for all he had seen and 
heard and experienced, he had touched Power 
only at intervals and erratically. He could have 


Page 111 


learned the whole secret in the discourse that 
followed if he had listened with understanding, 
but that wisdom came to him slowly. He was 
to learn more in the stress of the next few 
hard days than he had learned in three years. 
(And so with us all.) 

“But thou shalt follow me afterward,” 
Christ promised Peter, 


And so he promises us today. Are you pray- 
ing, striving, perhaps frantically to bring into 
visibility some good thing? Do not give up 
though you seem frustrated. If you really 
mean to follow the Christ you shall follow 
him into fulfillment. But you need to ask and 
get an answer to the question, ““Why not now?” 


Read the four chapters of the Discourse in 
the Upper Chamber. Read it slowly, line by 
line, phrase by phrase. Read it with a mind 
cleared of all preconceived notions, or old 
teachings. Read it as though it were newly 
written, and you had never heard of it before. 
There is the answer to your question, Why not 
now? There you are told explicity how to get 
power, there you are not only told that you 
may have an answer to prayer, but you are 
even commanded to ask for what you desire 
“that your joy may be full.”’ There you are 
assured of the boundless love of God. There 
you have the explanation of the Holy Spirit 
(your own individual portion of God) which 
will be with you every moment of life, guard- 
ing, directing, teaching, inspiring. This Holy 
Spirit has nothing to do but to help you. It is 
concerned with the smallest and largest things 
of your life. It helps you to find your lost 
purse, or to heal the difference that estranges 
you from your beloved. It shows you how to 
get the job you need, and how to rise in the 
spiritual plane. It teaches you that in Unity is 
strength, and shows you how to feel your 
brotherhood with all men. 


Pause long and prayerfully over the opening 
part of the fifteenth chapter: “I am the true 
vine ... Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself expect it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye except ye 
abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches; 
he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye 
can do nothing ... If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.” 

Why not now? We have not been abiding. 
We have touched power now and then, but we 
have not been abiding as closely as the branch 
in the vine. The separated branch is of no use. 
It cannot have flower or fruit. It lies on the 
heap and dries up. Though we might imagine 
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it erying out ever so earnestly for fruit on its 
stem, we know it cannot have it. There is no 
life—no power there. 

But we are not in the plight of the branch 
cut off and thrown on the trash heap. We 
need not stay there. In us is the seed of the 
Divine. Even though we have flouted our 
relationship, have wandered into a far coun- 
try, have stained our lives with sin and fail- 
ures, still we are children of God, and we can 
arise and go to the Father. Our separation is 
not final. The analogy ends there. We can 
attach ourselves again to the Vine, and be a 
part of it, and so have first the green leaf and 
flower and then the fruit. God has already 
turned his face toward us. It remains only for 
us to come to ourselves, and arise and go to 
him. 

No, Christ did not send out those first dis- 
ciples, nor any of the other disciples down to 
our day, unarmed. They were to take the 
world, but they had all the Power of God to 
call upon. Their credentials were the wonders 
they could work because their faith connected 
them with Power. 

Why can I not now? Christ did not answer 
Peter with a cold negative, nor rebuke him for 
presumption. There is tenderness in the an- 
swer, as if Christ said, “Not now, but do not be 
discouraged, keep on trying, and you shall 
follow me afterward.” 

A child of six came to her high school 
brother who was sitting over his algebra. 

“What are you doing?” she asked. 

“Trying to get my algebra,’’? said brother 


‘with a sigh as he looked at the equation that 


did not come out right. 

“Next month I’m going to school, and I 
shall do my algebra,” said the child confidently. 

The brother might have laughed at the 
child’s belief that she would be able to do 
algebra as soon as she started to school. He 
knew the long study of mathematics, begin- 
ning with the simplest combinations, before 
she would be ready for algebra. But in a 
sense the child was right. When the child 
started to school, and learned that two plus 
two equals four, she was getting ready for 
algebra. “‘Not now, but afterward.” 

And so if we started, have made only the 
feeblest, most uncertain start in the spiritual 
life, where we abide with Christ, we may hear 
that voice saying tenderly, encouraging, ‘Not. 
now—but afterward.’”? We are on our way. 
We’ve started to school. If only we keep on 
without being demoted on our way we shall. 
come to the place where Christ says, “Now! 
Now is the time to follow me into a life of 
power.” 
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tale GEG 
AND THE OPPOSING WORLD 


EVERETT W. PALMER 


in essence, that the three moving faiths 

in the world today are nationalism, secu- 
lar materialism, and communism.* As can 
readily be seen, the devastating meaning of 
that statement is not so much in what it does 
say, but in what it does not say. The moving 
faiths of the world are listed; that is, those 
faiths which have sufficient vitality and 
dynamic actually to move men, to set their 
motives and their goals, to determine their 
attitudes and their conduct and, from such a 
list, Christianity is omitted. In other words, 
the implication is that the Christian Church 
does not count as a significant factor in the 
present world society. 

Now, if that opinion had been given by a 
non-Christian, by a person of limited observa- 
tion, or by an individual given to rash and 
uncritical statements I would have paid it no 
heed. But, it was written by a Christian mis- 
sionary, a man whose earnestness, sincerity and 
intellectual honesty cannot be challenged, a 
man whose travel and occupation enable him 
to speak with authority on the relation of the 
Christian Church to the world as it is. Because 
such a statement has come from the mind of 
such a man it has burrowed its way into my 
thought and conscience. At first I would not 
believe it. I had thought and thought much of 
tragic weakness of the Church today. I had 
thought, too, of the strength and appeal of 
nationalism, secularism and communism. But 
never before had the issue been so sharply 
thrust into my thinking. I finished the article 
and planned to write a criticism which would 
consist chiefly of a rebuttal of that statement, 
at least to the extent of insisting that Chris- 
sianity should be included among the other 
three as a moving faith. But I found I could 
10t write that rebuttal then and I cannot write 
t now. That is the fire which is burning within 
ny bones. An opposing world is nothing new 
1or unusual, that has been ever since the 
stoning of Stephen; but a Church so weak and 
mpotent, despite its mighty bulk, that it does 


R ivessenc IT read a statement which said, 


*It is taken from Dr. Lee Vrooman’s article in the 
‘International Review of Missions,” page 59 in the Jan- 
ary, 1933, issue. I use it here slightly changed in form, 
ut not in meaning. What Dr. Vrooman refers to as 
mechanistic science” I take the liberty to speak of as 
secular materialism” because it brings a sharper con- 
otation of his meaning to our minds. 
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not provide a moving faith for the part of the 
world which is under its influence, that is a 
tragedy. 

Perhaps you say, “Yes, but does that 
tragedy exist?’? Think with me, then, con- 
cerning the grip which pagan nationalism, in 
all of its phases, has upon the world of today; 
a nationalism which supports itself by a false 
patriotism made into a religion; a nationalism 
which operates under the assumption that a 
nation has no higher authority than its own 
selfish ambitions and that, to realize those 
ambitions, she has the right to violate the laws 
of God and man, to deceive, to steal, to destroy, 
to murder and to demand the support of every 
citizen in such a program. That is pagan 
nationalism. Such a nationalism, in its modern 
and most vicious aspects, found its birth and 
growth among the supposed Christian peoples 
of the world. For example, what was the 
moving faith of the nations which caused and, 
to a large degree, fought the world war? 
What was the faith which actually controlled 
their lives, established their motives, set their 
goals, directed their conduct, and determined 
their attitudes? Can anyone say that it was. 
Christianity? No, certainly not. The moving 
faith of those nations was not Christianity; it 
was pagan nationalism. Christianity occupied 
their geography, but not their hearts. The 
Christian Church, we are forced to admit, did 
not count then, it does not count now. The na- 
tionalism which characterized the program of 
supposed Christian nations 20 years ago has 
not diminished in power and influence. The 
common knowledge is that it has increased. 
Such evidence is everywhere. The recent civil- 
izing adventure of Mussolini, the messianic 
efforts of Hitler, the increasing tension in the 
international economic and political conditions, 
the fact that the world is spending a larger por- 
tion of her wealth for armaments and general 
preparation for war than ever before in the 
history of the present civilization all give indi- 
cation of the increasing dominant power of 
pagan nationalism over the lives of men and 
women. Facts force us to say, no matter how 
much it hurts, that it is not Christianity, but 
nationalism which constitutes a moving faith in 
the world today. 

Further, consider the control which a secu- 
lar materialism has upon the attitudes and 
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practices of our Christian nations, not to men- 
tion those not so named. It is a common obser- 
vation that human values are subordinated to 
property and to profit. In an economy of 
abundance we still have widespread privation. 
with able-bodied men idle we put women and 
children to work in factory and shop. For the 
sake of revenue we countenance sin and legal- 
ize gambling and the liquor traffic. It is also 
a common observation that we are more con- 
cerned about providing comfort and pleasure 
for our bodies than in developing strength and 
stamina of character. A Y. M. C. A. official 
recently told me that the most critical prob- 
lem confronted by boys’ workers at present is 
the increasing neglect, on the part of parents, 
to teach vital religion and high morality in the 
home. Surely one cannot face such facts and 
say that the Christian religion, with its empha- 
sis upon the supremacy of human values, upon 
Christlike living at any cost, is the moving 
faith of such a people. They may declare 
themselves Christian; they may support and 
attend the Christian Church and profess its 
teaching, but the faith which moves them, 
which determines their attitude and conduct is 
secular materialism. 

Also, think with me concerning the strength 
of Communism and the moral earnestness, the 
passionate devotion, which it generates within 
its followers. They, too, are commissioned 
to build a new world. A short time ago I read 
a traveler’s report of his attendance at a Com- 
munist youth rally in Moscow. Over a million 
were gathered. The speakers which addressed 
them spoke with the fervor and conviction 
which once characterized Christian preaching 
at its best. And, in answer to every emphatic 
statement of a speaker the crowd would chant 
back, as in one mighty voice, ‘‘We are building 
a new world; we are building a new world.” 
Regardless of how much we disagree with the 
basic principles of mechanistic Communism 
we have to admit they are making great 
strides toward the accomplishment of their 
objectives. Recently I heard a man tell of sit- 
ting in a Chinese courtroom and witnessing 
Chinese students sentenced to die under the 
executioner’s axe because they were Commu- 
nists. He saw them stand before the judge and 
the rest of the officials of the courtroom and 
say, “You order us to our death because you 
say we are a menace to China. Very well, 
what are you doing to China?” He saw those 
officials, guilty of dishonesty, hang their heads 
in shame before the accusation of mere boys 
young enough to be their sons and grandsons. 
Then he heard the boys continue to say, “You 
send us to die! We are willing to die because 
truth and justice are on our side, what we die 
for will live and triumph.’”’ He described the 
march of the boys from the court-room to the 
executioner’s block. They went out in a 
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single file, locked together with heavy chains 
which clanked and dragged. They entered the 
narrow, dingy, dirty street with people lined 
on both sides to spit and to jeer. But, as the 
boy’s marched they began to sing. He heard 
their voices rise above the rattle of their chains 
and the jeers of the crowd. They were singing 
the Internationale, “Arise ye prisoners of star- 
vation, arise!’”’? Soon the crowd forgot to 
mock. The heroism and faith of those doomed 
boys transformed what was to have been a 
scene of disgrace and shame into a sight of 
sheer splendor. They were possessed by a 
Moving Faith. I asked myself, as the man 
spoke, ‘“How much of that moral earnestness, 
that passionate devotion to conviction, could I 
find within the Christian I know, how much 
could I find in my own Church, how much could 
I find in myself?” 

In such a manner evaluate the influence of 
nationalism, secular materialism, and commun- 
ism as compared with that of Christianity in 
the world of today. What such facts force us 
to realize should purge us of complacency and 
drive us to our knees in penitence. 

We compromise our ideals to be comfortable. 
We nearly fall over backwards to surrender to 
the status quo in matters of personal and social 
attitudes and morality. We seem to take our 
standards from bill-board advertisements and 
the voice of the crowd, forgetting that there is 
a Christian morality. We make glib asser- 
tions about social reconstruction, but we do 
not begin with ourselves. We talk brotherhood | 
and do not practice it. One result of this terri- 
ble discrepancy is seen in the modern problem | 
of racial relations. According to at least one 
observer of social conditions (Paul Hutchinson, . 
World Revolution and Religion) Christianity to-- 
day causes and intensifies racial hatred rather © 
than alleviates it. And the reason given is that- 
we cause certain races to desire and expect bet-- 
ter treatment, but after we have planted the: 
seeds of discontent with our preaching about: 
the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of! 
Man we frustrate and taunt them with our re-- 
fusal to practice what we preach. The opposing: 
world stands against us with its challenge and! 
its need, but constructively, we do not really; 
matter. 

However, this tragedy did not always exist.. 
There was once a time when the world knew thes 
Christian Church to be energized with the dy- 
namic of a MOVING faith. There was once a£ 
time when those who constituted the member- 
ship of the Christian Church possessed such# 
spiritual power, such moral earnestness, sucht 
passionate devoton to their convictions, and 
such definite consciousness of their God-givem 
purpose that, even though they were small im 
numbers, they became known as men who turnec 
the world upside down. Now, I’m not pleadings 


(Continued on page 163) / 
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WHAT DOES RELIGION MEAN 
KOE NOS) Fe 


CHARLES F. 


portant than the one we are facing this 

morning. It is not a question of what 
you believe; what church you belong to, nor 
what religion you profess, but what does it 
mean to you? Religion to many people is like 
an old coin which has some sentimental value 
but is of no practical use. Or an old spinning- 
wheel that used to be of practical value but is 
kept as a relic. 

Some time ago a group of men were building 
a bridge. One man was high up on a steel girder 
when the whole framework tottered and fell. 
This man grasped a rod and rode safely down. 
However, he was so frightened that he closed 
his eyes and held on tight, shouting for help. 
Finally someone called to him to let loose and 
drop. ‘‘No,” he shouted back, “TI’ll be killed.” 
The man laughed, “You will drop about eight 
inches and land on solid ground,” was the 
answer. 

Many people are just like that in their religi- 
ous lives. If you ask them if they are Pagans, 
they would be insulted. They would not think 
of throwing away their Bibles. Of course, they 
believe in God. Of course, they are religious. 
But if they were to give it all up it would make 
very little difference in their daily lives. Their 
motives, attitudes, habits, joys and friendships 
would be effected very little. Men get up, eat 
their breakfasts, go to work, go home, go to a 
movie, perhaps, and go to bed, day after day. 
Women prepare meals, send the children to 
school, play bridge in the afternoon, read a 
magazine or go to a movie in the evening, day 
after day. Perhaps they spend an hour at 
Church on Sunday when it is convenient. If 
one-half of the people in Columbus gave up 
their religious professions they would drop 
about eight inches. In other words, religion 
makes very little difference in their lives. 

This was not true of the man in our scrip- 
ture lesson of the morning. He had met a great 
personality. That experience had become a 
oower in his life. Never again could he be the 
same. He was not long on theology, but he was 
strong in his Christian experience. They said 
0 him, ‘‘What do you know about religion?” 


N: religious question today is more im- 
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BANNING 


He answered, ‘“‘Not much, but it has made a dif- 
ference in my life. I was blind a few days ago. 
Now my eyes are open and I can see.” Never 
again would he be the same. His whole life had 
been changed. That is what religion meant to 
him. That is what religion ought to mean to 
all of us. 

After all that is the real test of any man’s 
religion. What difference does it make in what 
he is and what he does? When you go to a 
doctor you are not much interested in how 
much money he has, where he has travelled, 
nor what theories he holds. You want him to 
cure you. When you go home hungry this 
noon, you don’t want to read a lecture on the 
chemistry of foods, nor do you want to read 
any choice illustrated recipes. You want some- 
thing done to your appetite. Something that 
will make a difference in the way that you feel. 
Likewise it is not theology that we need in our 
personal life, most of us have enough of that. 
It is religious experience that we lack. Let me 
suggest, therefore, what religion ought to 
mean in our daily lives. 


I 


Religion ought to mean “purity of life.”” Go 
out to the river and look at the water that is 
between its banks today. It is very muddy— 
it is full of impurities. It has been draining 
from soil that is very impure. If you drink 
that water the probability is that it would 
make you sick. However, when you draw the 
water from the pipes in your room, it is per- 
fectly safe, something has happened to it. It 
has been cleansed and purified. 

Religion ought to do that to life. “Blessed 
are the pure in heart,” said Jesus. Mary Mag- 
dalene was unclean, vicious, immoral, prob- 
ably diseased. She was so low in the scale of 
life that they said she had devils. She was so 
bad that they said she had the perfect number 
to make her unclean and evil. She was the 
woman with seven devils. They said she was 
100 per cent bad. Then religion came into her 
life through Jesus Christ. It was not a theory 
nor a theological doctrine. She was cleansed 
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and made into a pure, lovely, wholesome 
woman. That is what religion did for her. 


The other day I met a man who said that 
he was a member of a certain church. In the 
little while that we were there I found that he 
drinks, swears and is decidely unclean in his 
thinking and speech. I do not know how much 
religion that man has, but I do know that it has 
not made much difference in his life. It ought 
to make him clean in his living and thinking. 
Jesus said that a man who was unclean in his 
thinking was guilty of being unclean. If a man 
lets his imagination run to unclean channels 
and dreams sensuous, immoral thoughts he is 
already guilty of adultery. Paul said the 
things that he once loved he had learned to 
hate. Face this question frankly this morning. 
What difference has religion made in your 
thinking, your speech? Has it made your life 
clean? Has it changed your ways of thinking 
and speaking? 


II 


Another thing religion ought to do is give 
one a sense of direction. One day I got lost 
in New York City. There is a strange thing 
about New York. If you go there as a visitor 
and get lost you admit it at once and laugh 
about it. But, if you move to New York then 
you don’t get lost, at least you won’t admit 
it if you do. I was a resident of New York and 
of course I was not lost. I was sure that I 
knew where I was and I kept on going. Finally 
I had to go to a policeman and ask him where 
they had moved the building I was looking for? 
He said, “Brother, you are a long ways off, and 
going in the wrong direction.” 


There are many people who want happiness, 
who want good homes, who want health, friend- 
ships, clear conscience, a sense of security, 
good neighbors. Who want their children to 
grow to be honest, God-fearing men and 
women. That is where they want to go, but 
they are a long ways off and going in the 
wrong direction to reach that goal. Religion 
could give them a sense of direction. 


Christ said that he came to help people like 
that. To seek and to save those who are away 
off and going in the wrong direction. Fisher- 
men, tax gatherers, sinners and a lot of com- 
mon people confessed that they had lost their 
sense of direction and he set them right. Peter, 
Matthew, John, Mary Magdalene and a host of 
others changed the whole course of their lives. 
The Pharisees and the Sadducees were proud 
and would not admit that they were lost. They 
wanted to arrive but would not admit that 
they were going in the wrong direction. Face 
this question frankly, ‘‘Where do you want to 
go?”? What do you want to make of your life? 
Is the way you are living now bringing the 
satisfaction you seek? Are you going in the 
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right direction? If not, then that is one thing 
your religion ought to do for you. 


Ill 


Religion ought to take away all fear and 
the sense of defeat, and give you a victorious 
spirit. Stanley Jones tells a very interesting 
story. He went to India 28 years ago and began 
to do educational work. He had a break down 
and came home for a year’s rest. Then he went 
back and within six months he was as bad as 
ever. He was defeated. Then, one day the 
inner voice of religion spoke to his soul. “‘You 
want to be strong and well? You want to over- 
come fear and give yourself to service? All 
right, leave it all quietly to God. Go ahead.” 
Dr. Jones says that for the past 26 years he 
has only missed one engagement on account of 
sickness and he has carried on a schedule 
which few men could follow. Religion brought 
victory to him. 

There is a paradox here. You become vic- 
torious by surrendering. You win by giving 
up. Paul called himself a bond slave of Christ, 
yet he was the most free citizen that Rome 
had. Livingstone, Moody and Wesley kept 
talking about completely and unconditionally 
surrendering, and yet they were the most vic- 
torious, triumphant and fearless of men. I do 
not pretend to understand it, nor am I trying 
to explain it this morning. I only know it is 
true as the poet, George Matheson, has said 
in his prayer: 

“Make me a captive Lord, and then I shall be 
free; 

Force me to render up my sword, And I shall 
conqueror be, 

I sink in life’s alarms, When by myself I 
stand; 

Imprison me within Thy arms, And strong shall - 
be my hand. : 


“My will is not my own, Till Thou has made it ° 
Thine; 

If it would reach a monarch’s throne, It must : 
its crown resign; 

It only stands unbent Amid the clashing strife, . 

When on Thy boson it has lent, and found in| 
Thee its life. 


IV 


There are several other things that religion } 
ought to mean. It should give you faith, hope, , 
security, refuge, help and self-confidence. Iti 
should give one a lovable personality and thes 
ability to meet the needs of others. I shall! 
mention, however, just one more thing thats 
religion should mean to you in your daily life.. 
It should mean challenge. The Psalmist ex— 
pressed this when he said, “Lead me to a rock 
that is higher than I.” He is setting forth ak 
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A VOICE OF AUTHORITY 


RALPH M. G. SMITH 


“This do and thou shalt live.” 


F the American clergymen who a hun- 
@ dred years ago left of stressing the dif- 

ferences between the various creeds and 
gave attention to problems of life and human- 
ity, probably none realized the ultimate result 
that would accrue. If they had they surely 
would have continued to contend over doc- 
trine. For the practice of those few broad- 
minded ministers spread and as it spread it 
ramified until today most sermons could be 
preached in any church and the congregation 
would see nothing out of keeping with what 
they think their church believes. 

Contention over doctrine has all but ceased 
in Protestantism and Protestantism has thrived 
only when controversy has been active. 
Polemics has been its elixir. When Luther 
broke with Romanism he not only posted his 
theses on the village church door at Witten- 
burg, but he and his followers preached and 
contended wherever they went. Later there 
were disagreements between Luther and 
Swingle. Calvin had certain great concepts 
eoncerning predestination and election. He 
defended them against all comers. The 
churches of that day were filled with eager 
throngs listening to preachers who pointed out 
the weaknesses of opponent’s doctrines and 
the radiant glories of their own concepts. 
When the Wesleyans as Methodists and there- 
fore Arminians came into prominence they 
contended bitterly with the Baptists and Cal- 
vinists over the method of salvation. Not only 
the clergy but the humblest member of both 
these great branches of the church knew the 
arguments for each side and wrestled one with 
the other in the field, in the mine, in the mar- 
ket place. Letters were filled with long-drawn 
arguments over questions of doctrine. Tedious 
journeys in stage coaches were forgotten in 
discussions of the different beliefs as to the 
function and deity of Christ, the atonement and 
similar doctrines. 

Baptism became a great drawing card. 
Whenever a preacher announced that as his 
subject he could be sure of capacity houses. 
The people have ever delighted in fighting. 
What the combats in the arena were for the 
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Roman Empire the battles over doctrine were 
to seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The 
church was the popular place for her pulpits 
were the battle grounds where the gladiators 
of the church contended for their interpreta- 
tion of “the faith once delivered unto the 
saints.” 

The nineteenth century ushered in the be- 
ginning of the end although the interest of the 
rank and file in the relation between faith and 
works in salvation retarded the process and 
only in the twentieth century has the cessation 
of polemics become apparent to all. It is not 
only that men and women of the larger church 
groups no longer know what their church main- 
tains in variance with other churches. The 
new cults or “isms” which appear in some one 
locality and rapidly spread soon lose the vigor 
of their particular contention. An example of 
the process through which they all pass is 
found in one of the branches of the so- 
ealled “Church of God” groups. Beginning 
amongst the more hysterical classes, they em- 
phasized faith healing, speaking with tongues, 
sanctification and sinless perfection. If a few 
substantial persons were caught in the flood of 
spiritual hysteria engendered by the “ism” 
group, the organization continued after the 
visiting evangelist and his tent meeting had 
passed on. A temporary building was pro- 
vided and the church grew slowly and in almost 
every case passed through in a decade or two 
the same steps that Protestantism has traveled 
in the last four centuries. The stentorious 
preaching of the Holy Ghost power, the moan- 
ing and praying of the laity all became modi- 
fied as the novelty of the new religion faded. 
Slowly the emphasis on receiving the spirit, 
on speaking with tongues, and upon faith 
healing passed in the concern of paying for the 
new building, contended over the minister and 
who should sing in the choir. Today such 
churches though still bearing the old name have 
services just about as calm and colorless as any 
other congregation in the same social stratum. 
The ministers of these groups who twenty 
years ago drew in their skirts lest they be con- 
taminated by the “looseness” of other denomi- 
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nations now affiliate with the Ministerial Alli- 
ances and cooperate in union efforts. 

The controversy over doctrine which gave 
Protestantism its food and fed the fires at 
which the individual members warmed them- 
selves had died out. And nothing has been able 
long to survive without food or heat. The 
Protestant of yesterday has been accused of 
being more or less of a fantic. He had to be. 
The only reason he had for his existence was 
that he believed his was the correct interpreta- 
tion of the truth of Christ and all others were 
wrong. That has largely passed. With no 
outstanding doctrines to blaze across the sky 
Protestant churches have been pushed slowly 
toward a single grouping. Church union was a 
definitely moving current before the leaders 
of the churches began advocating it. Today 
Roman Catholicism stands at one extremity 
and Protestantism almost at the other. But the 
Catholic church has the advantage. It speaks 
with a voice of confidence. Augustine and 
Aquinas are still the theologians of the church. 
It is not hesitating. Protestantism is. And the 
comparison is not favorable to the latter. She 
suffers by contrast. The respect and the loyal- 
ty and the love which men once felt for their 
denomination has faded away. Protestantism 
has lost its voice of authority. 


This situation has been helped into being by 
liberalism. The liberals, and every Protestant 
denomination has had its liberal groups, are 
not declaring, ““we know whom we have be- 
lieved,” Rather they say, ‘‘we think it is thus.’”’ 
“Tt may be thus.”’ “We feel it must be thus.” 
The last quarter of a century has surged around 
Rock of Ages until too many feel its sub- 
stratum has been weakened. This uncertainty 
has made men restless. The accolade of ac- 
claim given by the citizenry of much of Europe 
to dictators and by the masses of America to a 
dictating President is but another notation on 
the age long scrolls of proofs that the spirit of 
adventure in most men is satiated easily. Un- 
rest, uncertainty are too shifting for abiding 
mental friendships. Psychically even, a fire 
and a bowl and a song to sing with a like- 
minded company are desirable. Man needs as- 
surance and assurance requires authority. 


The century now ending reduced certain 
bigotries and superstitions and dogmatisms of 
Protestantism but its unleashed enthusiasm, 
like some victory crazed crusader sacking a 
city, violated the sanctuary itself and lo men 
find their temple has no God. This may seem 
a welcome novelty for a season but in time it 
effectually rearranges itself into a harrowing 
unrest. It is a general rule of experience that 
“when the masses of men have for a consider- 
able time, thrown self-restraint to the winds 
they turn naturally and almost inevitably to 
some one with the cry, “Lead us. Direct us.” 
Men had their period of free choosing. Today 
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they seek assurance. They want a substantial 
footing. 

From 1929 to June, 1933, church attendance 
increased. Men were silently but sincerely 
seeking to be led—out? No! Up. They re- 
membered from childhood the voice of author- 
ity with which the church had announced, “this 
do and thou shalt live.’’ But somewhere be- 
tween then and now the church had traded 
away its birthright of authority. It no longer 
offered the food that nourished the spirit of 
hopefulness within man. That was tragic for 
men failing to find what they needed have 
again begun to absent themselves from the 
services of their churches. There are out- 
standing exceptions but wherever a church is 
preaching to many there will be found a minis- 
ter who has discovered a base which to him is 
unmoving and on that foundation he is calling 
men to build and build with confidence. 


Many who did not find the message of cer- 
tainty and assurance which they longed for 
have made no other effort. They do not know 
where they stand and they know they do not 
know. Their attitude is not one of pessimism > 
but more of patient stoicism. Others not con- 
tent have sought elsewhere for a voice which | 
spoke of a worthwhile goal and how to reach | 
it. They have found it in two places. One, the : 
dogmatic utterances of the ‘‘ism”’ sects (there : 
are men of wealth and education and influence : 
who with their families have entered seriously ' 
into the “‘last days” teachings of the Russellites : 
and similar sects) and secondly the unchanging | 
utterances of the Roman Catholic church. Con- - 
cerning the latter there is no mystery. Crises : 
have come and crises have gone and Rome has : 
not changed. The Vandals burned her churches, , 
the dark ages dimmed her brilliance, the Moors: 
overran her territories and threatened her: 
supremacy, the Reformation tore away some: 
of her richest fiefs, skepticism attacked her in-- 
fallibility, rationalism debunked her saints and} 
her traditions, science explained her cures: 
as psychic and not miraculous but her voice iss 
not changed, her message is not weakened... 
As she has always done she still says to men, “I] 
am the way.” To those who accept her doc-- 
trines (she does not call them her doctrines: 
but the doctrines, there are no others) shes 
guarantees a hereafter and not only a here-- 
after but a hereafter in heaven. She offers not 
proof. She is “Holy Mother the Church.” She¢ 
is authority. She is herself the proof. 

Many of the perplexed have responded toe 
that note of certainty and while they have noti 
yet publicly changed their loyalties they ares 
all but moored in a harbor that was old when 
Newman turned into it because it did not shift.. 
Perhaps the most significant phase of this: 
trend is the increase in the number of serious+ 
minded students who are more or less regularly 
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COMMUNION SERVICE 


DENNIS W. FOREMAN 


meditation while the organist plays softly 
through, ““My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
The Apostle’s Creed in Unison. 
Gloria Patri. 


Pastor: John 6:11. “And Jesus took the 
loaves; and when He had given thanks, He dis- 
tributed to the Disciples, and the disciples to 
them that were set down; and likewise of the 
fishes as much as they would. And when they 
were filled, He said unto His disciples, gather up 
the fragments that remain, that nothing be 
lost.” 

Choir and congregation: First stanza of, 
“Break Thou The Bread of Life.” 

Pastor: John 8:31-32. “Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which believed on Him, if ye con- 
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples in- 
deed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 

Choir and congregation: Second Stanza of, 
“Break Thou The Bread of Life.” 

Pastor: John 6:47-51. “Verily, Verily, I say 
unto you, he that believeth on me hath everlast- 
ing life. Iam that bread of life. Your fathers 
did eat manna in the wilderness and are dead. 

This is the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not 
die. I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven; if any man shall eat of this bread, 
he shall live forever; and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world.” 

Choir and congregation: Third stanza of, 
“Break Thou The Bread of Life.” 

Pastor: John 8:52-57. “The Jews, there- 
fore, strove among themselves saying, how can 
this man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus 
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
except yet eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink His blood, ye have not life in you. Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath 
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day. For my flesh is meat indeed and my blood 
is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and I in 
isto yee* 


[ine choir and congregation stand in silent 
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Choir and congregation: Fourth stanza of, 
“Break Thou The Bread of Life.” 

Administering of the bread while the or- 
ganist plays softly. 

Pastor: John 19-31-34. “The Jews therefore, 
because it was the preparation, that the bodies 
should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath 
Day, besought Pilate that their legs might be 
broken, and that they might be taken away. 
Then came the soldiers and break the legs of the 
first, and of the other which was crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw 
that He was already dead, they break not His 
legs; but one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced His side, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water.” 

Choir and congregation: First stanza of, 
“There Is A Fountain Filled With Blood.” 

Pastor: Hebrews 9:19-22. “For when Moses 
had spoken every precept to all the people ac- 
cording to the law, he took the blood of calves 
and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and 
hysop, and sprinkled both the book and all the 
people, saying, this is the blood of the testament 
which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover 
he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and 
all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood there is no remis- 
sion.” 

Choir and congregation: First stanza of, 
“Just as I am.” 

Pastor: Revelation 1:4b-6. “Grace be unto 
you and peace, from Him which is, and which 
was, and which is to come; and from the seven 
Spirits which are before His throne; and from 
Jesus Christ who is the faithful witness, and 
the first begotten of the dead, and the Prince 
of Kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved 
us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for- 
ever and ever Amen.” 

Choir and congregation: First stanza of, 
“The Church’s One Foundation.” 

Administering of the cup. 

Prayer of Benediction. 

Doxology. 
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WE re 


Spring of Souls 


HE harsh, dried lily bulb bringing its ex- 
[Fanisite bloom to perfection, has offered 

countless pastors an illustration which 
they have felt adapted to the story of the resur- 
rection. To live again, even the lily plant must 
die, leaving nothing of its glory behind, noth- 
ing save the dried bulb. 

As with many an illustration it is not overly 
wise to push the parallel too far, lest one come 
face to face with facts destroying wholly the 
validity of the illustration. Though the lily 
bulb appear dead, actually, at its very heart, the 
dormant spark of life still persists. Its subse- 
quent blossom emanates rather from hidden 
and continuing life than from actual death. 


But that the lily may continue to serve as it 
has through the years, there is one other point, 
often ignored yet of value to the one who 
considers the lily. A few days in total dark- 
ness after the replanting of the bulb assures 
amore perfect bloom. Those few days give the 
bulb the time and opportunity to become what 
the florist calls ‘“‘root bound.” The more 
prolific the root growth, prior to the body 
growth of the plant, the more glorious the 
fragrance, size and color of the blossom. 

The extended parallel is at once obvious. 
The blossoms come not from the bulb alone 
but from that sturdy growth below the bulb, 
the roots. 

So should the roots of Christian faith grow 
deeply and sturdily. In fact thus they must be, 
is the revivification of the resurrection to be 
the glorious thing our Easter story would 
have it. 

May yours be indeed a happy and blessed 
day of resurrection, for “’Tis the spring of 


souls today.” 


Photo-Electric Souls 


HE field of amateur photography is not 
[['visnons its appeal for most folks. For 
some years the exposure meter, which is 
supposed to indicate the intensity of light on 
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olumns 


the object to be pictured, has reduced the per- 
centage of over or under exposed negatives and 
by the same token has provided the pictorially 
minded with a sufficiency of good pictures to 
whet his appetite for more. 


Exposure meters have varied in type and 
dependability. The more complete its function 
and the less the human element has been 
needed to arrive at a ‘‘reading” the greater has 
been the success in pictures taken. 


Of comparatively recent years the little 
photo-electric cell has been employed in such 
meters, so sensitive that without any battery 
connection they are able to sense the electrical 
content of light and transpose that energy 
into light-value terms that are dear to the 
heart of the amateur photographer, especially, 
for with such an instrument eliminating need 
for human judgment or computation, the ama- 
teur photographer may sally forth with his lens 
knowing that if he obeys the reading of his 
meter, he cannot miss. 


Even more recently have these same instru- 
ments have been used in the construction of 
buildings, in the illumination of hotels and 
office buildings that there may be assured a 
sufficient light for the eye of man. 


Light engineers are using them to determine 
whether school or factory or office walls need 
to be washed. Painted walls and ceilings be- 
come begrimed. Begrimed walls and ceilings 
reflect little light. Increasing the illumination 
in your Church so that it may be kindly to the 
eye of your people, may require nothing more 
than a mere bath for the walls and ceiling. 

If some genius would only adapt the little 
photo-electric cell and light meter for use on 
the souls of men, what a responsibility would 
be lifted from the heart of the pastor! One 
might be inclined to doubt the accuracy of 
such a meter, when, should it indicate small 
light in the soul of, say, our chief elder. One 
might not care to have others use the meter on 
our souls, who are rather responsible for the 
light in others. But fear not. No one will know 
accurately, though some may surmise, the 
illumination of our souls, except One and we 
may be able to kid Him along a bit longer. For 
the present it should suffice to ask that if the 
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soul of the pastor doesn’t glow brightly in re- 
flected love, how can he expect illumined souls 


among his people. 
get 


Backward Collars 


HE day passed, some time back, when 
T[Mnerintonea spectacles, flare collars and 

carefully combed whiskers stuck up be- 
hind a roll-topped desk in an elaborate office 
were accepted as reliable evidence, the only 
apparent symbols, of industrial, business or 
professional wisdom. 


Wisdom is not indicated by the length and 
press of frock-coats or the crease of striped 
trousers. Rating depends upon none of these. 
They are the mere surface trimmings. Stand- 
ing and prestige demand of those in charge, 
in whatsoever field of human endeavor, the 
ability to think, to think problems through to 
a correct solution. 


Nowhere is this fact of greater moment than 
in the work of the Church. Here, as in no other 
calling, is clothing looked upon as indicative 
of the wisdom of the minister. The more ex- 
treme the outfit he wears, the more certain 
that the wearer must be a leader of men. 

Personal preferences, fortunately, vary. 
While mine may be for clerical clothing, yours 
may not be. We both have logic and reason 
back of our choice. But that is not the point. 
What I am suggesting is that a seafaring one 
may run up his sail and cast loose from his 
mooring. If there be no breeze, he fools him- 
self. He goes no where. 

Unless the pastor be in truth a shepherd of 
souls, a preacher of the gospel of good news, 
it will profit him little to drape his frame with 
so-called clerical clothes, suspend a gold cross 
prominently upon his chest and cultivate a 
“sonorous pulpit tone” for his utterances. He 
is not going any place. 

The clerical collar and vest can’t cover a 
weak or flabby soul. Let us not count on our 
tailors, long, to keep parishioners overawed 
with the pastor’s ability and wisdom. That isa 
matter for the concern of the man who wears 
the clerical garb rather than for the one who 


makes them, 


They Were Amazed 
EADING up to the events before the cruci- 
| fixion Mark records this in his Gospel: 
‘‘And they were on the way, going up to 
Jerusalem; and Jesus was going before them: 
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and they were amazed; and they that followed 
were afraid.” 


This was one of the most historic journeys 
in the world’s history. It was not a long one as 
journeys go, but its results have reached 
through the ages. To Jerusalem went Jesus, 
signifying many things: 

1. That death is not the end of life. 

2. That might does not make right. 

8. That the Father’s love for man is great. 

4. The infinite power of the Spirit. 

5. That one plus God is a majority. 

6. That fearless courage is a possession of 
the Spirit. 

Of course, all this was strange doctrine. 
His followers were simply awe-struck—amazed 
at the idea, the audacity and the daring of 
such conceptions. Before we condemn them 
let us examine ourselves. Are we so spiritually 
minded that we are not amazed at such teach- 
ing? Honest, now, in case of threatened inva- 
sion would we not feel a little safer behind 
ships of war and big guns than we would at a 
prayer meeting? Do we not at times, when sor- 
row and misfortune strike us, doubt God’s 
love and wonder if our serving God has been 
for nought? Do we not often act at funerals 
as if we did not believe in the Resurrection? 
Are there not also times in our lives when we 
would sooner have material than spiritual 
power, when we feel that those who have 
plenty of money are the most powerful on 
earth? Is it not also true that we often put our 
trust in man-made majorities rather than the 
majority of God and righteousness? 

We, too, are prone to wonder in amazement 
at the daring of the Christ. As someone re- 
marked many years ago, “We are equally hor- 
rified at hearing Christianity doubted and at 
seeing it practiced.” But wherever the Christ 
and Christianity is taken seriously it is bound 
to cause amazement.—W. R. S. 


A Few Words From the Pastor 


“Reduced to Walking” or ‘‘Walking to Re- 
duce” represent two very different problems of 
life. 

Religion is to a community what a conscience 
is to an individual. 

Many would pray with Augustine, ‘Grant 
me a sweet temper, chastity and sobriety, but 
not yet.” 

Every great forward movement begins in a 
protest against abuse and sacrilege. 

To some religion is a weight, to others 
wings. To some duty, to others opportunity. 

—Charles F’. Banning. 
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CHURCH BUIEDIENG 


E. M. CONOVER 


CHURCH building should, from time 
A to time, be thoroughly examined to see 

whether it is suitable and adequate for 
the work reasonablly expected of the church.. 
Its efficiency should be estimated in compari- 
son with the needed ministries of worship, 
preaching, evangelism, Christian education and 
fellowship and service activities. An examina- 
tion and report should help the program or 
policy committee or the pastor’s cabinet to 
point out needed improvements and equip- 
ment. The standing committee on building and 
equipment will be helped in their service of 
providing the facilities required for the work 
of the church in all its departments. 

An architect should be employed to survey 
the building from the standpoint of structural, 
fire or windstorm safety, and to estimate the 
amount of insurance to be carried. An archi- 
tect should always be employed in connection 
with the insurance adjustment after damage 
by fire or storm. 

This is only a suggestive study outline. 
Each church may prepare a schedule for its 
own situation. Following the survey, a report 
may be made concerning the needed improve- 
ments. The Bureau will gladly advise regard- 
ing building problems of any local church. 
Your own suggestions and reports of experi- 
ences in church building will be appreciated. 

Printed copies of this schedule may be 
secured for ten cents in postage. 


Suggested Rating of a Church Building on the 
Basis of a Thousand Points 


1. The Sanctuary__ = 300 

2. The School a eS 225 

3. Fellowship and Service____________ 175 
4, Administration, Furnishings and 

Equipment is 150 

5. Exterior and Grounds_____________ 150 

Total BEE ee ee 100.0 


I. The Sanctuary and Facilities for Public ond, 
Private Worship 

It is suggested that the following points of 

excellence be estimated on the basis of their rel- 

ative importance. Fix a score point for each 

item to make a total of 300 for this section of 
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the building. The Bureau of Architecture will 
be glad to recommend books on worship for 
reading and study before making an estimate 
of the sanctuary. 


a. Entrance lobby or vestibule. 


1. Gives an impression of welcome and 
cheerfulness. 


2. Well lighted and heated. 


8. Provision for wraps, overshoes, hats, 
etc. 


4, Seats for latecomers. 
5. Literature rack and visitor’s register. 
6. Mirror. 


b. The Main Sanctuary. 

1. Gives an impression conducive to wor- 
ship and devotion, inducive to prayer- 
fulness and quiet. Inspiring. 

2. Level floor, straight aisles. 

3. Center aisle for processional, weddings, 
etc. 

4, Has a focal center or object of chief 
attention. The high purpose of the 
room clearly defined. 

5. No conspicuous organ pipes or other 
obtrusive fittings or objects. 

6. Choir does not face audience when 
seated. 

7. Definite provision for: The worship 
service, Preaching, Reading the Scrip- 
ture, Prayer (kneeler?). 

8. Complete and suitable equipment for 
all the sacramental services. List in 
detail. Communicant’s rail, kneeler, 


etc., where required. Baptismal equip- 
ment, etc. 


Can Your 
Church Building 
Stand An 


Examination 
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CHOIR AND CONSOLE 


PRELUDE 

Pastorale_______ Se eee ee Kllak 

IBerCOUSG ain Geena _Heurter 

Pastorale_ Sa e = ee ESN 

The Swan_ Ss ad _Saint-Saens 

At Dawning hs e _Cadman 

Vision ae Rheinberger 

Morning Hymn ss = Lange 

A Salutaris Hostia ats Guilmant 

Souvenir = Gillette 

Melody in G as Widor 

IFFERTORY 

Awakening Engleman 

Calm As the Night_ Bohn 

ke cchei te Min Orie ee Schumann 

Adagio Triste = ¥ om 

La Harp Celeste = Grey 

Prayer seed Bonnett 

A Cheerful Fire - _Clokey 

Chant d’Amour Gillette 

Andante Religioso Smith 

Berceuse 2 Dennee 

9. Acoustics—no echo, easy to hear in all 

parts of the room. 

10. Clean, suitable floor and floor covering. 

11. Organ or other instrument adequate 
and in good repair. 

12. Heating silent and adequate. 

18. Ventilation—adequate, easily operated. 

14. Lighting adequate, well distributed; 
no glare; special fixtures for choir and 
pulpit; dimmer equipment; color 
effects. 

15. Book racks. No books, papers or 
equipment out of place. 

16. Windows—conducive to worship, well- 
designed, non-glaring, in good repair. 

17. Symbols and other works of religious 
art and aids to worship. 

18. Decorating and painting, well designed, 


simple, well chosen colors, good condi- 
tion. 


ANTHEMS 
When O’er the Steep to Olivet____Maunder 
Ride On a B= Scott 
Lift Up Your Heads ——_ Hopkins 
Hinge Wades thes Gates see = Stainer 
Beneath the Cross Lore ee Brackett 
Awake Thou That Sleepest ____«___ Maker 
By Early Morning Light________ Dickinson 
TeAnniat hes ResuLre ction = aaa aes Kinder 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Day 
O Death, Where Is Thy Sting ______ Lowden 
POSTLUDES 
Benedictus = Alock 
Tollite Hostias Saint-Saens 
Maestoso 2 = __Dubois 
Postlude in D Tritant 
Triumphal March Verdi 
Festival Ode Seifert 
Lento _Kroeger 
Gothic March___ ___Toschini 
March in B Flat Ew Duncan 
Minuet ____ Carnall 


19. Special provision for storing commu- 
nion equipment. 

20. Rooms protected from sounds from 
other rooms and from the outside. Not 
disfigured by folding doors, especially 
not at the sides. Protected from use 
for other than worship services. Al- 
ways open for private worship and 
meditation. 


ce. Chapel and Other Worship Rooms. 

1. Chapel suitably arranged and fitted for 
mid-week worship services, young peo- 
ple’s meetings, special communion servy- 
ices, etc. 

2. Church school rooms that are used for 
worship provided with a chapel-like 
platform, communion table, lectern or 
reading stand, symbols, ete. 


Score 
(300 if satisfactory.) 


(THE CHURCH SCHOOL, Teaching, Learning, and Practicing the Christian Life, will ap- 
sar in the April issue. The article will discuss the Building and the Equipment on the basis of 


15 points.) 
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GHURCEH ME Tinn@neas 


The Cover Illustration 

Ministers who appreciate the significance of 
Church Advertising as a phase of Home Mis- 
sionary work, are often handicapped by lack of 
technical knowledge in the routine of preparing 
layouts, writes Morton J. A. McDonald, Oak- 
land Tribune, Oakland, California. 

The illustration on this issue of The Hxposi- 
tor is a reproduction of the Easter illustration, 
designed by Maida Lindberg, and used by the 
Oakland Tribune on its Easter Edition. 

Nearly 20 years ago the Oakland Tribune 
began the regular publication of a Saturday 
Church page, and 14 years ago, began the spe- 
cial Easter and Christmas editions in color. 
The major denominations each take a page in 
the special editions. The commercial promotion 
division designs some over 200 individual lay- 
outs for individual Churches, which gives the 
ministers opportunity to concentrate upon the 
subject matter of the advertisement. 

The outstanding quality of Oakland Church 
Advertising is undoubtedly due to the effect on 
the general public of these religious supple- 
ments in color at Easter and Christmas time. 
Mr. McDonald says, “The Tribune has demon- 
strated to the ministry of Oakland that the 
American public is not antagonistic to religion, 
merely prone to procrastinate, and nothing 
compels action like repeated, well-prepared pub- 
licity.” To the Oakland Tribune, and to Mr. 
McDonald, The EHxpositor is indebted for the 
privilege of reproducing Maida Lindberg’s 
Easter illustration. 

Why not send 10c in postage to the Oakland 
Tribune for a copy of this year’s Easter Edi- 
tion for study and comparison with your local 
papers? 


Mental Housekeeping 

Lack of mental housekeeping is the average 
minister’s greatest enemy, and this bit of 
philosophy is here offered for your personal 


help. 
The Lesson of Broken Pegs 


“For indeed the mind... is like a cupboard 
whose pegs have rotted, and the happenings of 
the years lie muddled as the clothes would on 
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the floor of such a closet.’”’ This sentence struck 
my fancy as I read Norah Loft’s “I Met a 
Gypsy.”’ What one of us has never had such an 
‘experience? A pole has broken and the closet 
floor is one pile of clothes—jumbled and 
wrinkled. Things somehow accumulate in a 
clothes closet—this, in need of remodeling, 
that, too good to throw away, and the other, 
which we save hoping it may come back in 
style! I know, for I have gone over the whole: 
line of them and wished I had the reckless 
good sense to put them all into the Goodwill 
bag. And then a rod slips or a pole breaks and 
what confusion! 

One day such a spill happened in my own 
life as it may have happened in yours. About 
me came tumbling the outworn ideas, the sec- 
ondhand beliefs, the half-hearted convictions, 
and the wobbly determinations! I scarcely 
knew where to turn; surely I had not been hold- 
ing on to these wrinkled, distorted conceptions: 
But here they were—little jealousies, envious 
thoughts, selfishly narrow ideas, conceited no- 
tions, foolish questionings, and empty alibis.: 
Not any one alone could have made the trouble © 
the weight of the accumulation was too much | 
I had waited too long to sort them out. 

Foolish housekeeper of the mind and heart! 
will I learn with this one lesson? Can I be 
depended upon to cast out the useless, to save 
the good and remake it into the best? This 
rather homely thought challenges me—things 
didn’t look so dilapidated then in the semi: 
darkness of the closet but when I am forced ta 
bring them into the light they make me 
ashamed. And so I pray that I may not give uy 
and hang them back as they were.—The Lady 
with the Pencil in The First Methodist Heraldt 
Los Angeles. 


Fanny Crosby Anniversary Service 


March 20 is Fanny Crosby Anniversary Da 
and special “Hymn Services” are in favor witl 
all congregations. You can secure a detaile 
responsive program and a Fanny Crosby Pa 
eant by writing to the Fanny Crosby Memoriall 
150 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C. 

; The story of this blind singer, spending he: 
life praising the Lord, is of never-ending inte 
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est to people in all walks of life. The general 
temper of the present-day human requires a 
revival of the spirit shown by Fanny Crosby. 


Books for Lenten Reading 
Chosen by Dr. E. Stanley Jones 

John C. Bennett—Christianity and Our 
World Association. $0.50. 

Walter Russell Bowie—The Renewing Gos- 
ye]. Scribner. $2.00. 

Hornell Hart—Living Religion. Abingdon. 
51.50. 

Karl Heim—tThe Church of Christ and the 
>roblems of the Day. Scribner. $1.75. 

E. Stanley Jones—Victorious Living. Ab- 
ngdon. $2.00. 

Rufus M. Jones—Some Problems of Life. 
Jokesbury. $2.00. 

Rufus M. Jones—The Testimony of the 
soul. Macmillan. $2.00. 

Toyohiko Kagawa—Brotherhood Econom- 
es. Harper. $1.50. 

Winifred Kirkland—As Far As I Can See. 
seribner. $2.00. 

Kenneth Scott Latourette—Missions Tomor- 
ow. Harper. $2.00. 
Henry C. Link. 
facmillan. $1.75. 
Halford E. Luccock—Christianity and the 

ndividual. Cokesbury. $1.50. 

John Macmurray—The Structure of Re- 
gious Experience. Yale. $1.50. 

W. Russell Maltby—Christ and His Cross. 
.\bingdon. $1.50. 

Basil Mathews—Shaping the Future. 
agdon. $1.00. 

Kirby Page—Living Courageously. Farrar 
; Rinehart. $1.00. 

Ralph _W. Sockman—The 
esus. Abingdon. $2.00. 


The Return to Religion. 


Ab- 


Paradoxes of 
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Robert E. Speer—The Meaning of Christ to 
Me. Revell. $1.50. 

Burnett Hillman Streeter—The God Who 
Speaks. Macmillan. $1.75. 

Evelyn Underhill—Worship. Harper. $3.00. 


An Easter Story 
‘“‘When Pilate Heard the News” 


Roy L. Smith, Pastor of First M. E. Church, 
Los Angeles, offers this six-page brochure for 
the use of pastors in their Easter programs. 
There is no price given, but a postal card ad- 
dressed to Dr. Smith will probably bring imme- 
diate response. 


The Simple Gospel 


Some years ago, Bishop McDowell of the 
Methodist Church, became weary of mention of 
“preaching the simple Gospel.’’ He said, “No 
man who does not have the brains and disposi- 
tion to think should enter the ministry. The 
so-called simple gospel sermons, the boast of 
many preachers, usually contain nothing more 
than pious commonplaces and _ intellectual 
mediocrity and drivel. The expression is often 
used to excuse intellectual nakedness and desti- 
tution. A good question for any preacher to 
ask himself is: Would you go to church to hear 
the kind of sermons you preach, if you did not 
have to do so?” 

More recently, a prominent minister ob- 
served, “The wonder is not that people stay 
away from church, the wonder is that they 
come, considering the type of sermons that are 
preached.” 


The Word of God Is Powerful 


An article on ‘‘Advertising the Sermon” ina 
denominational paper, elicited this comment, 
which contains food for thought. 


“Advertising the Sermon” was very helpful. How- 
ever, I was not a little surprised that the able preacher 
did not suggest the immense advertising value of pub- 
lishing his text: “‘The word of God is powerful.” 

I have always published my texts and find nothing 
better. Besides their magnificent drawing power, there 
is a quaintness of phrase, a freshness of statement that 
none but a genius can approach. Tomorrow, I shall 
preach from the text, ““And why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say?’ My sermon is 
introduced and half preached by the giving of the text. 
These words of Jesus have a tone of authority that 
arrests attention. 

How could I make a more attractive theme than is 
given in the Master’s words? ‘‘Saying and Not Doing,” 
“Lip Service Only?” “Our Deeds Should Equal Our Pro- 
fession of Love,” ‘‘Will a Man Get to Heaven by Belief 
Only?” “The Master Calls for Doers.” None of these is 
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half so appealing as the simple words of Jesus. ““Why 
take the husks when the kernel is at hand?” 

I ran over the 200 church advertisements in today’s 
Times. Not once is the name of Jesus found; not a 
single sentence of His teachings is given. The nearest 
thing to a Christian theme is this: “The Transforming 
Power of Christ.” This also is the only place where the 
word “Christ” appears. Yet we wonder why New York 
churches are thinly attended. ‘‘New York is the grave- 
yard of preachers.” I wonder if they do not bury them- 
selves by their smart, man-made themes. Here are some 
of them: “Retrospect and Prospect,’ “Happy Though 
Good,” “One More Chance,” “A Wireless World,” ‘‘Illu- 
sions of Progress,” ‘“‘Coue, Freak or Friend?” 

I called on an old lady once who was deaf and had 
never heard me preach. She seldom went to church. 
“You know,” she said, “the first thing I look for in Sat- 
urday’s paper—it is your text. I get so much good 
from them I look them up and then wonder what you 
said.”” I found many, and continue to, who tell me the 
same thing. 

In discussing the tendency of many preach- 
ers to use the advertising space for their photo- 
graphs, the sermon title, and hour of service, 
a by-stander called attention to the absence of 
all mention of general worship service in most 
Church Advertising pages; but let us quote: 
“Many ministers think they can compete with 
radio and motion pictures by starring them- 
selves in the feature. People go to such to wor- 
ship God, they go to pictures to worship the 
picture star, and tune in a radio program be- 
cause they like the feature.” 


Collecting Pledges, ‘‘The Magic Pin” 

Possibly the financial secretary of your 
church can make use of the idea in the follow- 
ing letter which was sent out with a common 
pin stuck in the letter head near the salutation. 
The letter read: 

“Gentlemen: 

“Here’s a pin, 

“Looks a good deal like any other pin— 
doesn’t it? 

“But this isn’t an ordinary ‘common or 
garden variety’ pin. It is really and truly a 
magic pin. 

“Tt will relieve you of a lot of bother and us 
a lot of worry. It will set you square up with 


the other fellow—so be careful and don’t 
lose it. 


“Better be sure of it and play safe, for it is 
the pin you will want to use to attach your 
check to this letter in payment of the state- 
ment enclosed. 

“Thank you for the check. No charge for 
the smile we hope to get out of this little letter. 

“Yours expectantly, 


“Pp. S.—Please hurry. We want to use the 
magic pin on another fellow.” 
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Absentees Are Sent For 

“Ours is a thoroughly organized Church,” 
volunteered a young layman from a Chicago 
Church. “That means each member has some- 
thing to do in the Church program. Each 
member’s needs are look after, that means each 
member is interested in seeing that goals are 
met. In other words, there’s something doing 
in our Church! 

“Sure, members cool off, and slip-up on some 
things, but we keep right after them and let 
them know that we miss them. Sometimes peo- 
ple stay away because they have bad luck, lost 
money, or are sick. Then they need us, and 
we make it a point to be on the job. Missionary 
work is needed right here among our own or- 
ganized churches. If a child is absent from 
Sunday School, the members of the class call 
up, write, and visit the home. The teacher 
writes or calls. If there is sickness, the class 
members stand by. If a member of the choir 
is absent from rehearsal or service, we don’t 
wait a week to see if next week will bring them. 
We go there in a body right after the absence: 
occurs.” 


A “Look-Out’? Committee 

“At the fall Rally in our Church,” writes a: 
Sunday School Superintendent, “‘we formed a 
‘Look-Out’? committee, with full power to act in 
cases of absentees. I mean absentees from any 
Church program or Sunday School session. 
Also, they receive all tips about possible new 
members, and if they cannot call themselves. 
they choose someone from the list of volun- 
teers registered at the Church. Does it WORK? 
It works so thoroughly that we have already, 
acquired a full register of birthdays, weddings 
dates, etc., and we are forming a group ta 
contact even these and plan for their ob- 
servance. People need to feel that someone 
cares. People who are lonely and friendless, im 
addition to being harassed cannot be happy.’” 


Read the Following 


1. Preparing Young People for Church 
Membership. 


2. The things that are Caesars’. A Lenter 
Play. 


3. A Dramatic Calendar for Churches. 


4. More Devotional Practices for Discour” 
aged Teachers. 


All are found in the February issue of Tha 
International Journal of Religious Education 
15ce, 208 North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
Unless you find something unusually effective 
in stimulating devotional practices, secure 4 
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py of “Practicing the Presence of God” by 
rother Lawrence. This small booklet of 15 
tters, regarding devotional life is priceless in 
; fervor and simplicity. 


umorous Stories for Speakers 


Tearing the hair will not produce a story 
hen it is needed, but having a booklet at hand 
om which to select a story to suit the need 
ay save a situation for you. We have secured 
limited number of copies of ‘‘Unaccustomed 
sI Am,” a booklet of 64 pages, and you may 
we one for 25c. The stories are up-to-date, 
id of acceptable standard, collected for 
eakers. 

oody Centennial 

“Ts this society a good society? Then main- 
in it. Keep it up.’ 

“Many men are not willing to get into debt 
emselves, but they will let the Lord’s work 
ffer.”’ 

“Now if you want a good appetite and if 
yu want to sleep well, I’ll tell you what to do, 
nd around a check for the work of the 
med.”” 

These are quotations from the great evan- 
list, Dwight L. Moody, whose matchless mes- 
ge and power for Christ are so much needed 
the present time. We can recapture some of 
s enthusiasm and some of his power by 
udying his methods and his message. When 
2 are told that 12 countries in the world have 
id religion and worship banished from their 
rporate society, through dictatorial power, 
2 have need to stand up for the Cross and its 
eaning to present civilization. Incomprehen- 
ole sums are being collected for propaganda 
‘ainst Religious activities. There should be 
) question in our minds regarding the need 
r conscientious support of all that relates to 
e Christian Church, including the very im- 
rtant religious publications, both denomi- 
tional and inter-denominational. 

Albert Pike said in 1834: 

The only true danger is that the people may 
come too carefree and careless, that they 
ay indolently yield up their power until it be 
ed against them, for even the great when 
ymbering may be fettered by a pigmy. It is 
ainst this danger only that we have to guard 
ost jealously and watch with most careful 
rcumspection.”’ 


irying the Fiddle 

Among the foreign-born citizens of Cleve- 
ad, the young people hold a “fiddle burying” 
remony each year, prior to the beginning of 
nt, during which time they refrain from cer- 
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tain forms of. social entertainment. The cus- 
tom was brought from abroad, and is a hilari- 
ous farce. The instruments to be put to rest 
during the Lenten season are dressed in black, 
candles are carried by the mourners, and all 
talent in the group is drafted to make the pro- 
gram a success. After Easter the instruments 
are brought forth again and pressed into 
service. 


Bibles for New Members, 
for Confirmation Classes 

Catalogs may be secured, without obligation, 
from the following companies who supply 
Bibles: 

Oxford University Press. 

World Syndicate Publishing Co. 

Harper Bros. (Moffatt.) 

B. B. Kirkbride Bible Co. 

National Publishing Co. 

A. J. Holman Co. 

Macmillan Co. (Goodspeed.) 

University of Chicago Press. (Weymouth.) 

John C. Winston Co. 

W. A. Wilde Co. 

John A. Dickson Publishing Co. 

Bethel Publishing Co. 

Bible Institute Colportage Association. 

Pentecostal Publishing Co. 


Library Losses Through Floods 


Many ministers have lost their pulpit li- 
braries through the recent floods, and while 
we have already secured the names of many of 
them, we shall welcome the names and ad- 
dresses of any known to readers of The Ex- 
positor to be in need of books and other reading 
matter. All names will be checked through 
authorized sources, as promptly as they are 
received. A minister without inspirational 
reading matter is handicapped beyond com- 
prehension, and needs the help and prayers of 
his fellow-ministers. 


Courage 

Courage was never designed to show; 
It isn’t a thing that can come and go; 
It’s written in victory and defeat, 
And every trial a man can meet. 


It’s part of his hours, his days and his years, 

Back of his smiles and behind his tears. 

Courage is more than a daring deed, 

It’s the breath of life and a strong man’s creed. 
—Selected. 
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IMMORTAL LOVE 


HOWARD MELISH 


“We know that we have passed from 
death unto life.’ I John 3:14. 


Testament, which witnesses to Christian- 

ity is the letter of the younger Pliny to his 
uncle or patron, Trojan, who was Emperor of 
Rome. The young man was writing about 
affairs in the provinces of Asia where he was 
acting as Governor. He tells the Emperor that 
a sect has appeared there who called them- 
selves Christians after a certain Christos who 
had been executed some time before in Syria. 
“These foolish people,’ he wrote, “think they 
are immortal; they go to their death as to a 
triumph and no threat of punishment has any 
effect on them.” What an illuminating obser- 
vation that is from the pen of that Roman 
about the year 112! 


The words of our text are taken from a let- 
ter which was also written in the province of 
Asia. The author knew more about Christian- 
ity than the younger Pliny knew because he 
was one of those Christians. He could, there- 
fore, see the sect from the inside, whereas 
Pliny could see it only from the outside. And 
the interesting thing is that this letter cor- 
roborates Pliny’s letter. It shows that Pliny 
was a true observer and reported the facts 
accurately so far as he knew them. Those 
foolish Christians actually did believe that they 
were immortal and went to their death as to a 
triumph. Meanwhile they lived as immortals. 
Pliny has written that those Christians bound 
themselves with an oath not to commit crime, 
not to commit theft, robbery or adultery, nor 
to break their word, nor to deny a deposit 
when demanded. This Christian whose name is 

John, the Seer, put the same thing positively. 
He described the Christians as unselfish people 
who thought of others, shared their posses- 
sions and performed good deeds. “We know,” 
he wrote, “that we have passed from death 
unto life because we love.” 


Tt earliest literature outside the New 
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You believe that, so do I. Love is immortal 
Believe it? We know it. Death hath no domin. 
ion over love. 

We know, we do not hope, we do not believe 
we do not expect. We know that in so far as 
we loved, we continue to love and shall alway: 
continue, measure it in time or in eternity. We 
know that we have passed from death unto life 
because we love. In the words of the Psalmis” 
we may confidently say of all who love: ‘“‘they 
go from strength to strength and unto the 
God of Gods appeareth every one of them ir 
Zion.” 


II 


Plato uses the word “know.” He says tha 
the thing we call love is like the thing we cal 
the good, or the beautiful, or the true. We to 
day think of them as ideals which we set befor 
ourselves as something we are to strive t 
realize. Plato says they are present realities 
not ideals; they are already realized in th 
eternal or Spiritual world. He described Socra 
tes as claiming citizenship not in Athens bu 
in the city of the good, the beautiful and th: 
true. St. Paul doubtless had that idea of Plat 
in mind when he said our citizenship is ii 
heaven, which is the Christian name for wha 
the Platonist called the cosmos noetos. All wh 
reason this way, from Plato in ancient Greec 
to Josiah Royce in 19th century America an 
Dean Inge in 20th century England, use th 
word “knowledge.” We know that we haw 
passed from death to life because we love! 

John, the Seer, also uses the word “know, 
but on another ground, not philosophical bu 
religious. Where Plato used the cosmos noeto: 
John used “God.” Where St. Paul used “heavy 
en,” John used “God.” “God,” he said, “‘is love. 
God in him. Love is of God and everyone tha 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.” W 
moderns, especially in this day of the mechar 
istic philosophy—as irrational a philosophy ¢ 


ree es 
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WHAT MANNER OF MAN? 


ee LEP Iss 


COMPANY of men one day climbed into 

a boat on the Sea of Galilee and pushed 

away from the shore, and soon were in 
he midst of a tempest, with waves filling the 
oat. They went to Jesus who was asleep and 
woke him, saying, “‘carest thou not that we 
erish?”’ and he said, ‘Why are ye fearful?” 
nd to the wind he said, ‘“‘Peace, be still,’ and 
rhen there was calm, the men marveled, say- 
ng, ‘What manner of man is this?” 

This question comes down the centuries. 
Ve are confronted with it today. In a world of 
torm and tempest, in a world of strife and 
loodshed, in a world of selfishness and sin, 
riven by tempests of human passion, and 
verwhelmed by waves of confusion, we still 
wait the word of the Master, “Peace, be 
till.”” Does he ask, ‘‘Why are ye fearful?” and 
0 we marvel, ‘‘What manner of man is this?” 

Let me answer the question, so far as I can 
nswer it, by saying— 


, He is a unique man. 


(a) He is unique in his historic character. 
‘hat is, he stands alone as the unique figure of 
ime. No one ever wrote Matthew, Mark, Luke 
nd John about any other individual. Nor do 
nese Gospel records merely describe a his- 
orical character. There is more than history 
1 the records. There is a portrait of a person 
Those personality transcends history and be- 
omes the transforming power of our lives. 

(b) He is unique in his universality. From 


every nation, from every condition men rise up 
to say that Christ cleanses their hearts and 
meets the deepest needs of their lives. His 
ministry in Galilee and Judea was definite and 
concrete, every detail of which seemed to be 
for Jewish life; yet we are struck by a sense 
in him of universal meaning for his life. He 
said, “I am the light of the world,” “I am the 
way,’ and when I read such words, it seems 
as if he had sent his voice across the seas and 
across the centuries to me. 

(c) He is unique in his sinlessness. The best 


‘of men feel deeply the sense of sin in the soul, 


and confession is ever on their lips, but never 
on the lips of Jesus. The essence of his per- 
sonality was the very thing which humanity 
lacks—sinlessness. This fact is simply fathom- 
less in its meaning for us. 


II. He is a timeless man. 


No century can claim him for its own. He 
truly belongs to the ages. The great men of 
earth were great only for their own time and 
locality. Remove them from their peculiar en- 
vironment and they would remain in obscurity, 
but Jesus is unlimited by time or place or 
race. All traces of his nationality, all signs of 
the Oriental sky fade away, and he who is a fact 
of ancient history becomes for us a present 
reality, transforming our lives. In fields of 
Revelation he walks ‘‘among the lampstands,”’ 
active in the churches, ‘‘with eyes like a flame 
of fire.”’ He rides across the centuries as 


ver afflicted the mind of man—we moderns 
ave identified God and the universe; we think 
od cannot exist apart from this universe, that 
1ere is some reciprocal relation between two 
idependent realities, one God and the other 
1e universe. Not so thought John nor the best 
linkers in our own day. The visible universe 
sacramental, derivative. God alone is. I am 
vat I am. 


Though earth and man were gone, 
And suns and universes ceased to be, 
And thou wert left alone 


Every existence would be in thee. 

The reality called love is better called God. 
or God is love. If you share love you share 
od, if those you loved shared love, they shared 
od. And since God is God we know that they 
id we have passed from death unto life be- 
use we love. 
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Conclusion 


Robert Ingersoll stood beside the body of his 
dead brother and compared life to a narrow 
vale between the cold and barren peaks of two 
eternities. ““‘We cannot look,” he said, “‘beyond 
the heights; if we cry only echoes answer. 
From the voiceless lips of the unreplying dead 
comes no word. But overhead in the night, 
hope sees a star and listening love can hear the 
rustle of a wing.’”’ If Robert Ingersoll could 
say that of his own heart beside his dead 
brother, what shall you and I say of our 
hearts beside the living brother Christ? Not 
the rustle of a wing, not the star of hope ina 
dark night, but the radiancy of a great assur- 
ance is ours. We know that we have passed 
from death into life because we love. I am the 
resurrection and the life, said the living will, 
immortal love, he that believeth in Me though 
he were dead yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. 
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THE EMPTY TOMB 


M. G. GOSSELINK 


“For He is risen as He said.” 
Matthew 28: 5-7. 


morning in the history of the world— 

that is the early part of it was a time of 
sadness for the disciples; for as far as they 
knew their Lord was still in the tomb. Perhaps 
they remembered the taunts of the crowd at 
the crucifixion scene, ‘““He saved others, him- 
self he cannot save,’’ and were beginning to 
have grave doubts as to the possibilities of the 
resurrection. 

The two Marys with hearts filled with love 
for the Saviour, did not expect to find the 
tomb empty for they came with ointments and 
spices in order that they might properly pre- 
pare the body for its last resting-place. At 
daybreak these two women hastened from the 
city of Jerusalem following the pathway which 
the Saviour trod to Golgotha. They asked one 
another, ‘‘Who shall roll away the stone?’”’ As 
they approached the grave they saw that the 


nomi has been only one sad Haster 


“King of kings, and Lord of Lords.”’ Today he 
confronts our generation as the “Living One,” 
“who was and who is and who is to come,”’ ‘The 
same yesterday and today and forever.”’ 


Ill, He is a persistent man. 


Crucifixion and burial did not get rid of him. 
Persecution of his followers did not rid the 
world of him. Down the pathway of the cen- 
turies he comes to confront every living gener- 
ation with himself in such a living personal 
way that they cry, “What manner of man is 
this?” 

The feeling of this experience is sensed in 
Browning’s words, 


“That one face, far from vanish, rather grows, 
Or decomposes but to recompose, 
Becomes my universe that feels and knows.” 


The Man of Galilee has become an ever- 
present person as well as the motive power of 
character. That the risen Lord was in personal 
intercourse with his disciples is certainly the 
belief and experience which rallied and created 
the Christian Church. This experience has 
been the sustaining power of the Christian life 
in all subsequent time. The vision of Paul is 
but one instance of the continuous experience 
of the presence of Christ, which has been the 


most precious discovery of the Christian life. 
Said Jesus, 
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stone had been removed from the mouth of thi 
cave. 


What a surprise for the women! Still, thes 
were filled with fear. But the angel turnes 
their fear into joy and rejoicing with thi 
words, “Fear not ye: for I know that ye sees 
Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: fc 
he is risen, as he said. Come, see the plac 
where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tes 
his disciples that he is risen from the dead.” 


How eagerly they looked into the tomb. Ye 
it was empty. There was the linen, but thi 
body was gone. ‘Behold he goeth before yoe 
into Galilee; there ye shall see him,” the ange 
added. What a message to cheer the hearts 
those devout women. How eagerly did thes 
run to tell the disciples, ‘“He is risen; he - 
risen.” 


That is the Easter message. The tomb - 


“Tf any man love me he will keep my wora 
and my Father will love him, and we will com 
unto him and make our abode with him.” 

Nor did he speak without authority, leavin 
his gracious words optional. On the contran 
he spoke with inescapable finality, saying 
“Fiveryone therefore that heareth these worc 
of mine and doeth them shall be likened unti 
a wise man that built his house upon the roc 

. and doeth them not shall be likened to 
foolish man who built his house upon the sam 
6 bo EHOGh Thi sel” 

But Jesus is not even asleep in our state 
craft today. The leaders will not admit hin 
We sorely need him to speak, ‘Peace, be still 
to the troubled world. But what can we 4d 
about it? ‘Why are ye fearful?” ‘What max 
ner of man is this?” 

Because of what he is, he can give the wou 
of command, and he must.and he will. “Wk 
are ye fearful?” 


Some time we shall be able to say, 


“Master, the terror is over, 
The elements sweetly rest.” 


Until that day shall come, may the Maste 
of all time and the Lord of all men calm ot 
fears and guide our ships to the port of peac 


eee Cd 
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apty. ‘“‘Come, see the place where he lay.” 
The angel said, “Fear not.’”? When Christ 
as born in Bethlehem angelic hosts also pre- 
ced their anthems with these glorious words. 
Year not’? came the announcement to the 
epherds, “for behold I bring you tidings of 
eat joy which shall be to all people.” And 
yw comes the “Fear not” at the empty tomb 
aich is added proof that this Jesus who was 
rn in Bethlehem is the real saviour of the 
orld—the Messiah. 

The resurrection is the sign and seal of His 
viourship. He conquered death, and is 
ereby fully qualified to save His people from 
eir sins. The final proof of His Divinity has 
en put upon His claims, as Paul says of 
im, “Declared to be the Son of God with 
wer, by the resurrection from the dead.” 
Today we praise Him for the accomplished 
ct of vanquished sin, conquered death, and 
e assurance of immortality. 

He vanquished sin. It no longer had do- 
inion over Him. He rose again in order that 
e might conquer it for us. 


The blackness of sin had settled down upon 
}as a night without moon and stars. We were 
andering in error, groping blindly. Our souls 
d not respond to the nobler, higher impulses. 
e were dead in trespasses and sins. Then 
me Jesus who put new life into our veins. 
e said, “I am come that they might have life, 
id that they might have it more abundantly. 
2 of good cheer, for I have overcome the 
ald .?? 
The life more abundant is based on belief in 
im. Not an intellectual creed or dogma suited 
our individual fancy, but in a vital belief in 
sus Christ as a personal Saviour from sin. 
2 freed us from the power of sin; and as all 
ath is the result of sin, He also saved us from 
ath. 
“He is not here but is risen.”” The grave 
uld not hold Him. He burst the bars of death, 
d conquered all His foes. He arose, even as 
said. He defeated Death, and has taken 
ay the terror of the tomb. Why therefore 
uld we fear death? 
The story is told that a chamber in a certain 
se was reputed to be haunted, and the 
ily regarded it with terror. But one night 
father determined to sleep in it himself, 
d coming forth the next morning all safe 
d sound, laughed away the fears of his 
Idren. So our Lord entered the grave, and 
elt among the dead; but in the morning He 
ed forth and said to the affrighted ones, 
Tl hail,”’ and the gloomy chamber is divested 
its terror. 
Yes, “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
ean shout in triumph this Easter Day and 
out exultingly, “O death where is thy 
g; O grave where is thy victory? The 
ges of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
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eternal life through Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Thanks be to God which giveth us the vic- 
tory.”’ The empty tomb is our pledge of vic- 
tory. 

This does not mean that our bodies shall not 
experience the narrow confines of the tomb. It 
tells us, however, that spiritual death has been 
done away with for all those who die in the 
Lord. It is the assurance of immortality which 
is the vital thing. 

The risen Christ said, ‘‘Because I live, ye 
shall live also.”” We all crave life—eternal life. 
We can have it because He obtained it for us 
by His resurrection. He assures us of it. “I 
am the resurrection and the life; He that 
believeth on me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth 
on me shall never die.” 

A vital faith in the Living Christ makes that 
immortality our own. It cannot be secured by 
purchase, or through good works. ‘‘Only be- 
lieve, and your soul shall live.” 


“Oh day of Resurrection, Earth tell it all 
abroad, 

The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from this world to 
the sky, : 

Our Christ hath brought us over, with hymns 

of victory.” 

This is a day of great rejoicing; of gladness; 
of happiness; of lavish display of flowers; and 
of floods of beauteous harmonies: we would 
not have it otherwise. But to what purpose is 
it if we limit our spiritual demonstrations to 
this church festival and holyday? Has it more 
than a passing interest for us? Does it mean 
more than a Spring holiday or a variation from 
the usual Sabbath days? Does it mean a real 
celebration of passing from death into life for 
you, or is it merely a thrill of pageantry? God 
grant that it may mark the epoch of a new life. 

This is the test of your immortality, “If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above.” HE IS RISEN AS HE 


SAID. e 
PALM SUNDAY 


“On the morrow a great multitude that had 
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem took the branches of 
the palm trees and went forth to meet him, and 
cried out, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord.” John 12:12. 

Palm Sunday is a day of joy in all churches, 
a day of music, palms, children, noble resolves 
and confession of faith, an attempt to repro- 
duce the mood of the first historic Palm Sun- 
day, when Jesus Christ rode into the city. His 
followers proclaimed him King, paying homage 
with branches of trees and clothing strewn into 
the street for him to walk upon. 

For Jesus, Palm Sunday had a greater sig- 
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nificance, He was on His way to Calvary. His 
joy came as a result of the assured fruits of His 
own sacrifice and suffering. For He knew 
that “except a grain of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth by itself alone, but 
if it die, it bringeth forth much fursuit 

—_Wm. Rothenburger. 

e 


Events centered around great souls are 
never mere accidents in history. Greatness 
always transfigures circumstances and relates 
itself to life imperishable, and this is so with 
all events related to the Son of God. 

I speak of that truth which lived and moved 
behind the whole ministry of Jesus, and in its 
last week broke through the concealing parti- 
tion of human flesh and senses. I could not 
speak of anything else, for the times indicate, 
the troubled, restless moods of the people indi- 
cate, the state of the Church indicates that the 
vital, transforming truth has been forsaken— 
I speak of the possible close and eternal fel- 
lowship with God. 

The human life of Christ, Who revealed the 
Father, taught us how near God’s grandeur is 
to our dust. He rarely spoke of Himself other 
than the Son of Man. He was tempted in all 
points as we are, and touched with a feeling of 
our infirmities; He blessed children in His 
arms, longed for the love of His fellows, fed 
the hungry, healed the sick, gave comfort to 
the sorrowful, forgave sinners, showed meas- 
ureless mercy, befriended the outcasts; re- 
joiced with them that rejoiced and wept with 
them who wept. “Not a sparrow falleth to the 
earth without the knowledge of your Father.” 

—Raymond L. Forman. 
e 


Matt. 21:1-9. General Allenby made his entry 
into Jerusalem, simply and unostentatiously. 
The Jewish Council of Jerusalem organized a 
procession of children who, with flags and palm 
branches and song, went to the British authori- 
ties to express their gratitude for the deliver- 
ance of their city. 

How this modern event in general duplicates 
that great event of centuries ago! General 
Allenby, in the name of a king; Jesus Christ in 
the name of the King. The British General in 
all the symbolism of modern war; Jesus in all 
the simplicity of the Prince of Peace. The pur- 
pose of Christ’s entry into the Holy City stands 
out in bold and striking relief in contrast to the 
failure of men to appreciate and appropriate 
that purpose. 

Christ’s entry into the Holy City predicates 
the Christ of Royalty. He came as the Messiah, 
the Helper, the Saviour. His program was in 
keeping with His purpose.—Charles Dapp. 

e 


Jesus Christ does not ride into our cities 
today as He did into Jerusalem centuries ago, 
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but He gives us every opportunity to declare 
Him King, to sing our songs of joy over Hi: 
Presence, to give our all for His sake. 

Gilbert K. Chesterton says, “Christ is on th 
earth today, alive on a thousand altars anc 
while he does not walk among us in flesh ano 
blood form, He solves our problems exactly a: 
He did when He was on earth in the ordinary 
sense. He solves the problems of the limites 
number of people who choose of their own fre: 
will to listen to His message of Salvation.” 

A 

Palms belong to the high and adventurou: 
enterprises of life. We hold up the palm as th: 
symbol of the Christian faith and hope. Th 
palm has always advanced through strife an’ 
confusion, coming forth victoriously throug’ 
many a darker time than ours, the symbol o 
Christian idealism. An ideal, by its very nature 
must always be fighting for its realization, an: 
the light of it always falls upon something t. 
be challenged and subdued, or realized. Whe: 
an ideal is realized, it may become a common 
place, and what it cost to win it be forgotten ii 
the careless enjoyment of it. 

It is only when it is militant and marchini 
out for new conquests that it is an ideal. Yes 
terday, men suffered and bled and died for th 
things we accept as commonplace incidents i 
our lives. Our freedom of Church and Stat 
our Constitutional form of Government, ov 
personal privileges were once ideals so remot 
and dim that the longing could scarcely cata 
the vision of them through the hindering year 

Palms, as the symbol of Christian idealisn 
belong always to living issues. Faded palms ¢ 
the past are not our concern. Christian palnt 
are alive, they are militant issues of our time 
overcoming hindrances to Christian achiev" 
ment, that is their pride and glory. When thi 
spirit ceases, when it asks no more than to sin 
itself to sleep amid comfortable and luxurion 
surroundings, when it has no further missia 
than to rehearse the glories of the past, it w 
cease to be Christian.—Glenn Gaius Atkins. 

e@ 
Suggested Texts and Themes 

Christ’s Power to Save: “All power is give 
unto me in heaven and on earth.” Matt. 28.1! 

Joy in Fulfillment: “The whole multitude 
the disciples began to rejoice and praise G: 
wees laukesl9 2375 

Palm Sunday as Decision Day: Matt. 21:1 
Zech. 9:9-17. Hosea 10:12. 

Christ Is King: “And the writing was, Jes: 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” John 19:1 

Conversion: “Behold, the world is gone afti 
Him.” John 12:19. 

Fervent Welcome: “Hosanna in the highes” 
Mark 11:10. 

Our King: John 19:19. Matt. 21:1-11. 

Jesus Enters Jerusalem and Foreshadows F 
Entrance into Human Hearts: Matt. 21:1-17 
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-alms for Palm Sunday 


Many Churches use the PALM for decora- 
Ive purposes, as well as distribution among 
hurch attendants, in order to produce as 
early as possible the mood of the early 
yhristians. Palms may be ordered from the 
ollowing companies: 

B. F. Baya, St. Augustine, Florida. 

Cathedral Palm Company, St. Augustine, 
‘lorida. 

Exotic Gardens, Miami, Florida, 

The Kervan Company, 119-121 West 28th 
treet, New York City. 

Write them for descriptive matter and cost, 
ut do it early, as the palms will be cut within 
he next three weeks. 

e 


GOOD FRIDAY 


fusical Service with Meditation on 
he Seven Words from the Cross 


Beene “We Would See Jesus,” Mendels- 
ohn. 

Invocation, and Lord’s Prayer in Unison. 

Scripture Lesson, John 17:1-25 (Responsive). 

Hymn, ‘‘Oh, the Sweet Wonders of the 
ross.” 

Scripture Lesson, John 18:1-40 (Responsive). 

Hymn, ‘‘In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” 

Scripture Lesson, John 19 :1-22. 

Silent Prayer (Organ, “Jesus Lover of My 
oul.’’) 

Meditation on First Word, ‘‘Father, forgive 
1em; for they know not what they do.” 
Pastor, or visiting Pastor if Union Service. 
hree to five minutes.) 

Solo: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” 

Meditation on Second Word, ‘Verily I say 
\day, thou shalt be with me in paradise.”’ 

Hymn (Congregation), ‘“‘When I Survey the 
fondrous Cross.” 

Meditation on Third Word, ‘“‘Woman, Behold 
iy Son—Behold thy Mother.” 

Silent prayer, three minutes, then Hymn, 
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.” 

Meditation on Fourth Word, “My God, my 
od, why hast thou forsaken Me.” 

Hymn, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded.” 

Meditation on Fifth Word, “‘TI thirst.” 

Silent Prayer, for grace and understanding 
‘the great love centered upon us. 

Meditation on Sixth Word, “It is finished.” 

Prayer for God’s Presence in this hour of 
nsecration. 

Meditation on Seventh Word, ‘Father, into 
ry hands I commend my spirit.” 

Hymn, ‘‘Lead Kindly Light.” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for God’s Atoning 
ve, 

Organ, “Nearer my God to Thee.” 
Benediction. 

Suggestions for the seven meditations may 
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be gleaned from “The Saviour’s Seven Say- 
ings,’ by Harry W. Staver, page 258, March, 
1934, issue of The Expositor. 

e 


Drama and Pageantry 


“The Thirty Pieces of Silver,” a Biblical 
Drama for Holy Week, by Carolyn Stanyon, 
may be copied from pages 382-385, March, 
1933, issue of The Expositor. 

e 


EASTER 


The Resurrection Story 

Ernest H. Shanks, Pastor of Baptist Church, 
Lompoc, California, presented a service in 
pantomime with Scripture and music, as out- 
lined on page 191 of April, 1936. 

This service is suitable for presentation prior 
to the Easter Sunrise service, and may be 
made most impressive by using candle-lighting, 
which may be pointed out during the medita- 
tion as being symbolic of the spiritual life 
prior to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, as 
compared with the sunrise during the closing 
part of the service. 

Candles may be ordered in quantity from 
the Muench-Krueser Company, or the Will 
and Baumer Company. 


The Easter Sunrise Service 

Children from the Sunday School should be 
included in the plans for the service, especially 
should they take part in the singing and re- 
sponsive prayers, as well as any dramatic part 
of the service. Several pastors report the use 
of evergreen sprays, and cut-outs of Crosses 
for anyone attending the service. The ever- 
green is symbolic of immortality, and may be 
obtained from any nursery. Ground laurel 
may be used also for decoration. The cut-outs 
of the Cross should be in white or Easter color 
pasteboard, each with a loop for fastening to 
the coat, or placed about the necks of children. 
These may be made from ordinary cover stock, 
obtainable through your local printery, or 
ordered from any of the Sunday School supply 
sources. 

This service should be vital, as dramatic 
as possible, must not drag, and not last more 


than 45 minutes. 
e 


Texts and Themes for Easter Sermon 

Easter Joy: “And they departed quickly 
from the tomb with fear and great joy.” Matt. 
28-2. 

“Go unto my brethren, and say to them, I 
ascend unto my Father and your Father, and 
my God and your God.” John 20:17. 

Easter Victory: ‘Now is Christ risen from 
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the dead.” I Cor. 15:20. God’s acceptance of 
Christ’s atonement. 

“Thanks be unto God which giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Cor. 
15:57. 

“O Grave, where is thy victory.” I Cor. 15:55. 

The Resurrection in the Old Testament: “He, 
seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of 
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither 
did his flesh see corruption.” Acts 2:31. 


Promise of Heaven: “Today shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” Luke 23:43. 

The First Easter News: “Mary Magdalene 
came and told the disciples that she had seen 
the Lord.” John 20:18. (Draw picture of 
what this would mean today, with radio facili- 
ties and newspaper distribution. The Resur- 
rection, the greatest story ever told to man.) 

@ 


The Resurrection, The Anniversary of the 
Birthday of Hope 


1. Easter, the anniversary of the birth of 
Hope. 

2. Resurrection, a revelation to confirm the 
hope of the race. : 

8. Christian life and character the best 
proof of the Resurrection fact. 

4. The Resurrection body recognized by its 
radiance, just as Christian character. 


5. Christ’s Resurrection of importance only 
as we, individually, permit Him to rise within 
our own hearts. 

e 


The Better Situation 


Passing a house recently, we observed the 
sign, ‘‘to let.”” The owner had moved to a more 
desirable location, due to the results of his 
efforts to better his physical status in life. This 
is symbolic of the clay house in which we dwell 
today, and from which we are glad to escape 
as the effort of spiritual progress brings us 
nearer to God. 

e 
He First Loved Us 


The Essence of romance. Here is New Testa- 
ment romance that gets in behind stars and 
winds and seas and souls and whispers to 
every understanding heart, “you love because 
the Eternal Lover is love, and is everlastingly 
loving His creatures out of the depths up to the 
heights from which He continuously comes 
down to move the whole up to Himself. 

—Frederick Shannon. 


All true love draws the object of love closer, 
higher, purer, and makes it sacrificial, noble, 
and self-less. This is the essence of true love, 
God’s love, and is reflected in all true Chris- 
tians. There is no lack of drama and romance 
in the recorded association of God and man. It 
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is the yardstick by which all other deeds 
dramas, love are measured. 
@ 


Joyous Response to God’s Love 

Mrs, Spurgeon once told how in the begin 
ning of their wedded life, Mr. Spurgeon was 
frequently obliged to be absent from home an« 
she felt these separations as a heavy burde: 
on her heart, though anxious never to be . 
hindrance to him in his work for God. One da 
her husband turned to her and said, “Do yo 
think that when the children of Israel brough# 
a lamb to the Lord’s altar as an offering to him 
they stood and wept over it?” “Why, no, cen 
tainly not, for the Lord would not be please: 
with a sacrifice grudgingly given,” she repliec 
“Well,” said he, “you are giving me by lettin: 
me go to preach the Gospel to sinners; and di 
you think he likes to see you cry over tht 
sacrifice?” 


Mighty Meanings of Easter 

“Questioning what the rising from the de 
should mean.” Mark 9:10. 

That resurrection has magnificent meanin 
not only for those immediately associat 
with Christ, but for all generations of maw 
This real meaning shames the world’s attem 
at Easter celebrations. To some it is a day ¢ 
music and floral display, or personal adorn 
ment, and parades. The Bible presents Haste 
as a POWER in the actual being of man. 

1. It means a miracle, in which we as in 
dividuals take part. 

2. It means salvation, extended to us as in 
dividuals through the sheer love of God. 

8. It means inspiration and victory for tk 
hopes of man, it proves us akin to divinity, ab- 
to receive greatness through our own choice. 

4. It means final judgment for each of u 
just judgment according to the plan of 
loving God. 

5. It means Immortality, a death triu 
phant, knowing that we shall rise again. 
Based on outline by Crawford Farnsworth. 

@ 


She Hath Done What She Could 

e A. F. HANES 

Mark 14:8. “She hath done what she could.” | 
Introduction: 

Martha and Mary expressed gratitude in dil 
ferent ways: Martha prepared a good meal 
Mary filled the room with fragrance of Ho 
oil. Compare former visit when Martha serve 
and Mary “chose the better part.” (Lull 
10:42.) 


Illust. Lover with box of candy or bouqu: 
of flowers. 


I. Mary’s Act of Kindness. 
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1. The Act, Itself. 
(1) Anointed the head and feet of Jesus. 
(2) Filled room with fragrance. 
2. Motive Prompting the Act. 
(1) Love for Christ. (2) Gratitude for res- 
urrection of Lazarus. 
3. Criticism by Judas. 
(1) Not honest (John 12:6). (2) Unwise to 
criticize charity of others. 
4. Defense of Jesus. 


(1) He recognized the motive of an act of 
love. (2) This is the Gospel. 


II. Lessons for Today. 
1. Lessons from Judas. 


(1) False Estimates of Waste. Law fixes 
boundaries, but love has no boundary 
lines. 

Example A. Law of Moses: “Thou 
shalt not” vs. The Gospel: “Love is the 
fulfillment of the Law.” 

Example B. Civil Law requires divorced 
husband to pay minimum alimony, vs. 
the sacrifice of loving husband and 
father. 

(2) False Estimates of Charity. “Save and 
give to the poor,” says Judas. He possi- 
bly excused his traitorous act on the 
same ground—he would give the money 
to the poor. “The gift without the giver 
is bare.” 

(3) Sin of uncharitable criticism. Martha 
had criticized her conduct on former 
occasion. Judas (John 12:4) and per- 
haps others, now. 

2. Lessons from Martha and Mary. 

(1) They gave the best they had. Martha 
served—this was her delight—Mary 
brought the bouquet, making the room 
fragrant as spring. 

(2) They made their gift to the living. 
Illust. A rose while living better than 
a cart load on the grave. 

(3) Love finds joy in sacrifice. This the real 
spirit of Christianity. 

Conclusion. 

1. “She hath done what she could,” a beau- 
tiful memorial for any life. 

2. We serve Christ now by serving others— 
(1) “The poor ye have always with you.” (2) 
‘In as much as ye did it unto one of these, ye 
did it unto me.” 


e 
“To Whom Shall We Go?”’ 
® A. F. HANES 


John 6:67-68: “Then said Jesus unto the 
Twelve, will ye also go away? Simon Peter 
answered, Lord, to whom shall we go?” 
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Introduction: 

It may be comparatively easy to turn away 
from Christ, but not so easy to answer the 
question, where shall we go? 


I. Disciples compelled to decide the question. 
1. They had agreed to follow Christ. 

(1) Some heard John say: “Behold the 
Lamb of God,” and followed. 

(2) Some heard the call at seaside, and fol- 
lowed. ‘Lo, we have left all and fol- 
lowed thee.” 

2. Now they must decide once again. 

The way had seemed to be easy, but now 

difficult. 

In fact, they were already leaving him in 

their hearts. 

8. Later, they were compelled to again make 
decision. 

(1) In the upper room—‘Is it I?” 

(2) In the Garden—“they all left him and 
fled.” 

4, In the end, their decision was right. They 
made good. 

The Great Commission: ‘“Go—Lo I am with 

you always.” Eleven of them were faithful 

unto death. 

II. We are compelled to decide the question. 
To whom shall we go? 

1. In deciding the important issues of life? 

It is Christ vs. the world. (Peter’s decision 

was Christ vs. Judaism.) 

(1) Youth must decide in selecting vocation 
of life. Shall it be selfish or altruistic? 
Sensual or spiritual? 

(2) Young people in building a home. Chris- 
tian home, with beautiful life, love and 
Christian character or worldly home, 
with jealousy, wrangling, etc. 

(3) Maturity must decide in meeting crises 
—-sickness, poverty, etc. 

2. In dealing with sin? 

(1) To know the nature of sin. Christ re- 
veals sin as sunlight reveals dust in the 
room. 

(2) To know the forgiveness of sin. “The 
blood of Jesus cleansed from all sin.” 

3. In preparation for death and eternity? 
(1) “The living know they shall die.” How 
shall we prepare for it? 
The Christian knows that death is 
only an incident in life. “We know we 
have a building of God, eternal in the 
heavens.” 
(3) We know there are two ways and two 
destinies. Which shall we take? 
“Strive to enter in at the narrow gate.” 


Conclusion: 


John Oxenham’s poem: 
and the low.” 


(2) 


“The high way 
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LENGE Ger 


PG Pi | 


THE GREATEST HOUSE 
EVER BUILT 


Arranged by Edwin Hamlin Gn 
and Gordon W. Mattice 


Lesson Two 


The Court And Its Furnishings 


(For directions and Lesson I, see Feb. 
1937, page 81) 


Boys and girls, last Sunday, you recall, we 
started our study of the Greatest House Ever 
built. Let us have a very quick review, for the 
benefit of those who were not with us last week. 
This House of Worship was built by the chil- 
dren of Israel, when they were in the wilder- 
ness. The purpose of this was so that God 
might come and dwell with the people. 

Now this morning, we shall start our study 
of each part. Around the Tabernacle, the main 
building, was an enclosure called a court. This 
court was made by a fence. Posts were set 
up and white linen curtains hung around on 
them. When you go downstairs you will 
study this a little more in detail, but now we 
will notice that there were twenty posts on the 
South and North sides, and ten on the West. 
Notice that the East end was the entrance 
and there was a special curtain that hung 
here—it was colored red, purple, blue, and was 
of very finest linen. 

There was just one way into the Tabernacle, 
and one way into the only Place. If any one 
wanted to get in, he had to come by this gate 
and door, or else climb over the fence. Doesn’t 
that remind us of something that Jesus said? 

“He that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some 


other way, the same is a thief and a rob- 
ber. I am the Door.” 


This is to remind us that there is just one’ 


way we have to get to God, and to Heaven, and 
that is through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour, 
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Now in this court were two pieces of furni- | 
ture. Not far from the entrance was the: 
Brazen Altar, and that was most important. | 
God had told these people that it was sin to) 
break any of his laws, and there was to be pun- » 
ishment if they did; just as in our country 
now, if anyone break the law, steals, or kills, , 
he must be punished. We must remember that : 
God teaches us that it is a sin to tell a lie, , 
to use foul words, not to honor our parents, and | 
so on. 


Well, these people did break the law, just as | 
we do, but God provided a way by which they | 
could escape the punishment. It was to bring | 
an innocent, spotless lamb or other animal, and 
stand here at the entrance and confess their 
sin. Then the animal was taken in, killed on 
the altar by the priest, and burnt, and God 
accepted the animal’s death in the place of the 
the death of sinful man, and the one who had 
broken the law was forgiven. How glad the 
people must have been! And this reminds us of 
something that Jesus did for each one of us— 
about 1900 years ago He came to earth, and 
died on the Cross for your sins and mine—as 
cour substitute. Christ took our sins on Him- 
self, and suffered the punishment of death 
for us. If we accept Christ as our Saviour, 
our sin is forgiven, and we are God’s children. 
How happy this should make us today. 


The next piece of furniture was the Laver. 
After the worshipper had presented his offer- 
ing, he next was to be cleansed, so was washed 
before approaching the holy place. This re- 
minds us of the words of Jesus, 


“Except a man be born of water and 
of the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God.” 


God wants us to be clean in thought, speech 
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-and deed, and He has provided the way— 
through Jesus—so that we can be so. 
Next week we shall continue our study; and 
think about the articles inside the Tabernacle. 
e 


Lesson Three 


The Holy Place And Its Contents 


Boys and girls, this morning we continue our 
study of the Tabernacle built by the children 
of Israel, at God’s command, while they were in 
the wilderness. Who can tell me where in the 
Bible we read about this? (‘That’s right—in 
Exodus, chapters 25 to 40.”) 


I hope that you will carefully read over 
these chapters, and that you are getting along 
well with the building of your model, 


Just for the sake of those who may not 
have been with us when we started our study, 
let us briefly review. I will ask one of the 
boys to come to the platform and tell us about 
it. (A boy comes forward and gives the re- 
view.) 

Now we come to the most important part 
of this whole matter—the Tabernacle proper, 
which was divided into two sections, and the 
larger one was called the Holy Place. There 
were three articles in this part. 

1. The Golden Candlestick. This was made 
of pure gold, and had seven branches. Seven 
in the Bible is the number of perfection. Notice 
that no outside light was needed, just these 
candles. This reminds me of something that 
Jesus said about the darkness of the world. 
Who can tell me the verse I have in mind? (Let 
a child give John 8:12.) You will also remem- 
ber from your Bible study that Jesus told his 
followers, “Ye are the light of the world.” 
How important it is for us to shed light for 
Jesus. Weare his lights in this world. We want 
to make sure that our light shines brightly for 
him. 

The great meaning of the candlestick besides 
this, is told in the Old Testament, in Zechariah 
4:1-6. The Lord here says that it is not by 
power (not by an army) but by my Spirit 
shall the kingdom of God come into the world. 
It was the Old Testament opposition to war. 

2. The next article was the Table of Shew- 
bread. Twelve loaves were on this table—one 
for each of the twelve tribes. This speaks of 
our need of daily Bread. You remember that 
Jesus said something about bread. In John 
3:35 we read, “I am the bread of life; he that 
-ometh to me shall never hunger.” 

8. The third article was the Golden Altar 
yv the Altar of Incense. This was made of gold 
uso. On this was a little fire, and the priests 
yut pinches of incense, so that when the people 
ame they smelled it, and also saw a cloud of 
moke. This speaks to us today of prayer— 
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prayer ascending to the throne of God. Most 
of the prayers of people who are not Christian, 
are prayers of fear and begging; but when we 
are Christians our prayers are largely prayers 
of praise and thanksgiving, prompted, by love 
for our Heavenly Father. 

There is a verse in the Bible that I like to 
connect with the Golden Altar, and you will 
find it in the Book of Revelation, in the eighth 
chapter, 

“And an angel came and stood at the altar, 
having a golden censer; and there was much 
incense that he should offer it with the prayers 
of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne.” 

Isn’t that a nice verse—that tells us that our 
prayers are like sweet incense to our Heavenly 
Father? 

So we see that these three articles were not 
there just by accident, but to teach the children 
of Israel and us, these important truths. Now 
as you go to your study period, you will read 
more about these, and put the articles in place 


in your model. 
e 


Lesson Four 


The Holy Of Holies 


Boys and girls, I hope that you look forward 
each week, as I do, to the time we have to- 
gether, studying about the things that will 
make us better followers of our Lord. What a 
wonderful house it is that we are studying, 
because it tells us so many things we need to 
know about Christ, and our faith. 

This morning we come to the most important 
part—the part for which all the rest was made. 
There was a curtain, called the Veil, which 
separated this part—the Holy of Holies—from 
the rest of the tabernacle. Into this part the 
High Priest went only once a year. So let us be 
very reverent as we approach this. 

In the Holy of Holies was a box called the 
Ark of the Covenant. It was covered with 
gold, and on the top was the Mercy Seat. On 
it were two figures, called cherubim, which 
means “children.” Isn’t it fine to know that in 
the very holiest part there was something which 
reminded the people of children? Jesus loved 
little children, and when he was here on earth, 
he called them to his side that he might talk 
with them and bless them. 

Between these two figures there was a light 
called the Shekinah Glory, and when that light 
was there the people knew that God was with 
them. 

In the Ark were three articles, and they are 
most interesting: 

First, there was the Table of the Law. This 
was the Ten Commandments, given by God to 
the people. When He gave them, you will re- 
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member that he told Moses that He expected 
the people to obey his laws. This speaks of 
God’s Covenant. 

Next, was the pot of Manna. You will read 
in Exodus 16:14-17 about this. As the people 
journeyed in the wilderness, they needed food, 
and each day, as a reminder that God was with 
them, they found a white substance, called 
manna, or bread, on the ground. The people 
ate this and were glad for God’s loving provi- 
sion. © 

This served to remind the people of God’s 
promise of blessing. 

The third article was a rod, which was most 
unusual. One day the people got into a fierce 
argument about who was to be the leader. 
Each one argued about it, the way boys and 
girls do sometimes when they are playing a 
game, and want to decide who is to be the cap- 
tain of the team. God had a suggestion to make 
and it was this—each tribe was to bring a rod, 
with the name of their tribe on it, and the next 
morning the rod of the one who was to be the 
leader would have a bud on it. You can realize 
how excited the people were, and we can guess 
that hardly one of them slept that night, and 
early they went to see and it was Aaron’s rod, 
so they accepted him as the leader. 

Now you will notice something interesting— 
if we were to draw a line to connect these 
parts, we would have the sign of the Cross. 
All that we have been studying about the 
Greatest House is to point us to the Cross of 


Christ. 
e 


Lesson Five 


Review and Conclusion 


Boys and girls, this morning we conclude 
our study of the Greatest House Ever Built. 
I hope that you have enjoyed this and gotten 
as much from it as I have. Certainly it is to 
be hoped by now we: 

1. Know more about the first house built by 

the Jewish people for God that He might 
come and be with them. 


2. Notice that it teaches us, perhaps in a 
new way, the things we should know 
about Jesus, for this house, in all its 
parts, is typical of him. That is, it reminds 
us of what He was and what He came to 
earth to do. 


3. Have a greater love for the Christian 
Church—our church—which continues 
the idea of building a house for God, that 
in it we may worship, study, and learn 
how to love and serve Him. 

Today when you go downstairs you will 

complete your model, and then next Sunday 


morning we will have it up in the vestibule, 
where everyone may see it. 
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We conclude our study by putting two 
things in place: 

First, the coverings. The Tabernacle was a 
“tent-like” building, and had to be covered 
over, and God gave directions about this. In 
Exodus 26 you will read about it. There were 
four coverings. The first was a beautiful cloth 
woven with many colors. The second was 
white, made of goat’s hair. The third was one 
of ram’s skin dyed red, and last, a badger-skin, 
which in bad weather, kept everything dry. 


Looking just on the outside it would appear 
just to be an ordinary tent, but we, having 
studied what is underneath, know the beauti- 
ful and meaningful things within. If our 
hearts are pure inside, and are clean and beau- 
tiful, God always *will dwell there, and it 
doesn’t make any difference what we look like 
on the outside. That is, we may not be hand- 
some or good looking. There is a passage in 
the Bible we should always remember— 

“The Lord seeth not as man seeth, for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.” 


Second, to complete our model, we must put 
the tents in place. A great number of people 
travelled, and these were divided into tribes, 
and each had a name, just as there are a great 
number of Christians in the world, but belong 
to different denominations and each has a 
name. Each tribe had a particular place in 
relation to the Tabernacle. In the front, that 
is the East, were the tents of Moses and 
Aaron, and on each side, tents for the priests. 
These were Aaron’s sons and grandsons. 


All Aaron’s relatives were called Levites, 
and God had chosen them to be in charge of 
the Tabernacle. No one but the Levites were 
allowed to touch it. They were to take it down, 
carry it, and put it up each time. There were 
three branches of the tribe of Levi, and they 
camped along the sides. On the South were the 
Kohathites, who had charge of the furniture. 
Next were the Gershonites, who took charge of 
the curtains. They were on the west side. 
Then, on the north side were the Merarites, 
who had charge of the posts and boards. We 
may read all about this in Numbers 3:23-27. 


Besides these, of course, were the other 
tribes, and three camped on each side. Wher 
we put our tents in places, then the model wu 
have made will be complete. 


Now that it is finished, everything in its 
place, it looks lovely, doesn’t it? How wisely 
it is all arranged. In the very center is the 
house of God, where He dwelled, and around 
Him in perfect harmony and order were his 
people grouped, each in his own place, under 
his own tribe standard, each doing the work 
appointed. 


And so today, God’s people, each under his 
own standard, that is, the denomination to 
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which they belong, should have God at the 
center, and in harmony and order rally about 
Him for the work that is to be done. 

There were three classes of people, Priests, 
Levites, and the people, or we may title them 
—Worshippers, Workers, and Warriors. 
Within the Tabernacle itself only the Priests 
worshipped, not that they were the only ones 
who did, but they represented the people. 
Then the Levites were the workers, they did 
all the work needed to be done. Then the 
tribes were the warriors. They protected the 
Tabernacle. 

Thus we see that this church in the wilder- 
ness was a worshipping, working, and warring 
church. So should the church today be. Worship- 


God's Word A Friend To Man 
(Illustrated sermon for children) 
e A. F. HANES 


Introduction: 

“Thy word have I hid in my heart that I 
might not sin against thee.” (Psalms 119: 
ia.) 

1. Illustration—A SHEED (explain the value 
of a seed.) 

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
out of incorruptible, by the word of God which 
liveth and abideth forever.” (I Pet. 1:28.) 

2. Illustration—A graft. (Explain the mean- 
ing of a graft.) 

“Receive with meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls.” (James 
e212) 

3. Illustration—Bottle of milk. 
sary to growth.) 

“As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk 
yf the word, that ye may be able to grow 
hereby.” (I Pet. 2:2.) 

L. Illustration—A lamp or candle. 
of a light in the dark.) 

“Thy word is a light unto my feet, and a 
amp unto my path.” (Psalm 119:105.) 

. Illustration—A hammer. (Destroy stones 
of opposition.) 

“Ts not my word like a fire? saith the Lord; 
nd like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
jieces?”’? (Jer. 23:29.) 

. llustration—A sword. (Fight against the 
enemy—sin. ) 

“Take the helmet of salvation and the 
word of the spirit, which is the word of God.” 
Eph. 6:17.) 

. Illustration—A mirror. 
how we look to others.) 

“For if a man be a hearer of the word, and 


(Food neces- 


(The value 


(A mirror tells us 


xpositor ¢ Homiletic Review—March, 1937 


ping God first, then working to extend His 
Kingdom, and warring (not killing) on those 
who would tear down everything that is fine 
and good and holy. 


As we conclude our study now, let us rever- 
ently bow in prayer, and thank our Heavenly 
Father for this, the Greatest House Ever Built. 

Our Father, we would thank thee for the 
Bible which tells us the story of the Tabernacle, 
the Greatest House Ever Built. We pray that 
thy blessing may rest upon us as we seek to be 
pleasing to Thee in all that we do. We praise 
Thee for all the wonders of this holy building, 
and pray that we may learn to love and serve 
Thee and our Church better because of this 
study we have enjoyed. Amen. 


not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face ina mirror.” (James 1:22-24.) 
Conclusion, 

1. “Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
(UIE Morea, ZAcalisy;)) 

2. “If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you.” (John 14:7.) 

e 


Calling All Squashes! 
Calling All Oaks! 


(Speaker has samples of various vegetables 
known to children, like onions, potatoes, beans, 
peas, etc., and a branch or leaf or acorn from 
an oak tree.) 

(Ask children to identify objects, and tell 
when they are planted, what kind of soil, how 
long it takes to grow them, and what is done 


- with them. Reserve discussion of oak branch 


until last, and if acorns are not available, 
show pictures.) 

(Compare length of growing time of vege- 
tables and oak tree with species of animal life, 
known to children. Compare with span of 
human life, length of time it takes to mature 
human, etc.) 

I wonder how many here know who James J. 
Garfield was? (Allow time for answer.) 

When James A. Garfield was president of 
Hiram College, a man brought up his son to be 
entered as a student. He wanted the boy to 
take a course shorter than the regular one. 

“My son can never take all those studies,” 
said the father. ‘‘He wants to get through more 
quickly. Can’t you arrange it for him?” 

“Oh, yes,” said Mr, Garfield. ‘“He can take a 
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short course; it all depends on what you want 
to make of him. When God wants to make an 
oak, He takes a hundred years, but He takes 
only two months to make a squash.” 


At this season of the year, we are studying 
the life of Christ on earth, and what He came 
for, what He did for us, and why. Now some 
of us act about going to church and studying 
the Bible, just about like the man who brought 
his boy to Mr. Garfield. We think we should be 
able to get it all in one or two visits a year. 
People like that are going to develop into 
“spiritual squashes” and they will find they 
could just as easily have been ‘‘oaks” instead. 
God wants us to develop into men and women 
who can live here as long as he needs us, and 
then on in the next life where he will call us 


later. 
e@ 


The Postman 


(Have a postman on the platform with you, 
or have one of the older boys dress the part 
with mailbag and all. After you have seem- 
ingly made preparation to begin your talk, 
take note of the postman and greet him. Ask 
the children if they know what a postman’s 
work is, where he gets the letters, and other 
mail he delivers. Postman with much ceremony 
takes letter from bag and hands it to the 
pastor. Letter should be in scroll form with 
seal, as they were done in St. Paul’s time. 
Pastor accepts the letter, opening it, and an- 
nounces that it is a letter to the group before 
him. Before reading, ask them about letters 
today, and what their meaning is. Now begin 
to read Paul’s letter to Titus. Compare salu- 
tation with forms now used, and if whole letter 
is too tedious, select portions, and add closing 
in chapter 8. Compare closing with familiar 
forms of today.) 

(Many persons, even long time Christian 
Church members do not realize that these were 
actual letters dispatched by messenger to those 
addressed. An excellent plan is to follow this 
up with the writing of an Epistle of Today by 
the members of the group. .Each part of their 
work should be discussed, and the letters may 
be addressed to one another, or to the pastor. 
These Epistles of Today should be brought to 
the next gathering and read, and followed up 
with another one of Paul’s letters which show 
his actual concern and solicitude over the 
spiritual welfare of his brethren.) 


The Clock Family 
Matt. 5:3. 


Once upon a time a boy got lost, and after 
wandering about a long time, he found himself 
in a house peopled by Clocks. All the Clocks 
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could talk, and they greeted the little boy, and 
invited him to stay with them. He had been so 
frightened and lonely that he was glad to find 
these friendly Clock people, and he allowed 
them to put him to bed beside one of their 
family that had its machinery all outside of 
itself on the floor. 

After a time, the boy went to sleep and 
when he awakened he heard some talk that 
made him think that he was at home among his 
own people again. One voice said, “She is to 
broad across the shoulders to look well.” An- 
other said, “But she does her work well, so why 
worry.” Another said, “Those clumsy things 
on her head make me sick.’”? Another said, “TI 
like her size, but she is too loud.” The little 
boy lay there listening, and then remembered 
that he was lost, and that the Clock people 
were talking about each other. Finally they 
discovered that he was awake, and they set 
their chimes to playing a greeting. Now this 
little boy had never thought of a Clock as 
doing anything but keep time for humans to go 
by, and he was very much surprised that they 
should be talking about how they looked, what 
shapes they were, big, little or otherwise. 


Finally the owner of the Clocks came in, 
brought with him a workman, and directed. 
him to repair the Clocks “so they will keep: 
time.” He added, “a clock that doesn’t keep: 
time is worthless.” The little boy listened, and. 
after a time a knock came at the door and: 
there was someone to take him home. He told! 
his father and mother about the Clock family,, 
and what they said about each other. Father 
said, “Just like a bunch of women, all talking; 
about one another instead of doing what they; 
are here for.” 


The little boy wondered, when he saw his 
mother’s smile, and he asked, “What are they 
here for, Mother?” Mother said, “We are alk 
here, sonny, to do what God wants us to do,) 
according to our gifts of understanding, justi 
like the clocks are here to keep time. When we 
forget that, and spend our time doing silly 
things, we just lose out by that much.” 

e 


The Sun In The Heavens 


Psalm 84:11. | 

(Speaker display a growing plant, and 4 
part of a plant cut from the root. The cut 
portion will soon wither, which is desirable a 
part of illustration.) 


We all know and welcome the sun, especially 
after a few dull, rainy days, but most of u: 
stop by enjoying the sunshine. We don’t tak 
the trouble to think much about it, beyona 
that. How many of us have seen plants tha 
tried to grow without being exposed to th 
sunlight? (Give time for answer, and use ill 
trations of plants grown in basements, or unde: 
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boards, etc.) Expose those plants to the sun- 
light, and they soon get a healthy green color, 
and look as they should. Boys and girls are just 
like that, let them stay in too much, and they 
lose their color and vigor. 


Here we have a plant, trying to grow, and if 
we place it where it will get sunlight, and 
warmth and water, it will keep right on grow- 
ing. Here is another that was cut off from its 
root, and now let us see what will happen to it 
if we put it in the sun, give it warmth, and 
moisture? Who can tell me? Yes, the mois- 
ture may keep it fresh-looking for a time, but 
soon it will fade and rot. We can go through 
the whole list of plant and animal life, and we 
find the same thing true all the way. 

Just as long as the plant is attached to its 
life-giving roots, has leaves with which to 
breathe, sunshine, and moisture, it will grow. 
take these away, and the plant will die, and the 
strange thing is that placing it in the sun will 
make it die and rot just that much quicker. 


An animal is the same way, it must have 
sunshine to live and grow, but if it should be in- 
jured or sick and it dies, the sunshine will cause 
it to decompose much more quickly than it 
would in a cold, dark place. The same sun that 
helps to keep us happy and well while we have 
life, does the work of rotting it and turning 
it back into the elements from which it was 
made. 

There is a something needed by man that is 
just as important to him spiritually as the sun 
is for his body, and that is God’s love and care. 
When we are sure of that, and think enough 
about it to do the things that will keep us in 
contact with God’s love, just as we plan to get 
sunlight, then all is well with us. Those who 
forget about God’s love and care; in other 
words, cut themselves off from God’s help, will 
soon find themselves going to pieces. God 
placed the sun in the heavens to keep our 
bodies well, and he placed His love in our 
hearts to keep our spirits well. 


BEVEL ETIN® BOARD SLOGANS 


Dumdum bullets mean dumb-dumb men. 

Doing nothing insures no errors. 

Fearing to suffer you suffer from fear. 

The heights of joy start in the depths of 
;OrTow. 


There is a difference between deeds and 
nortgages. 


Man’s progress has not improved on the Ten 
Jommandments. 


A war waged with gas is apt to be started 
he same way. 


Your mistakes are the punctuation marks 
f your progress. 


We feel hard times because of soft tastes. 


A back to the wall is harder than a shoulder 
o the wheel. 


Having nothing to carry is life’s heaviest 
urden. 


You can afford to lose securities but not 
ecurity. 


Nationalism is today’s greatest paganism. 
Would-you lose your soul before your sale? 
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It is our business to make you uncomfort- 
able, sometimes. 


Can you say with Paul, “I know whom I 
have believed?” 

Depth of life rather than length is the 
secret. 

The good that men do is not interred with 
their bones. 

Forget gold for a time and seek happiness. 

We don’t believe in those who don’t believe 
in others, 

Even though a good wick it is the oil that 
brings the flame. 

The well should be dug before you are 
thirsty. 

The straighter the road the easier to travel. 

Where you stand is not as important as 
which way you face. 

The sign on the door to growth is PUSH. 

Long-faced pietism may hide everything by 
Christianity. 

The police force of any city are its church- 
going believers. 
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Faraday and the Caterpiilar 
Job 14:14. “If a man die, shall he live again?” 
Was it not Michael Faraday who came upon 
a pauper’s grave in a Swiss cemetery? There 
was a rough board for a stone, and under the 
little roof, and just under the name, was writ- 
ten on parchment, a caterpillar had stiffened 
into a chrysalis. The shell had burst, the thing 
of light and beauty had fared forth on its so 
different life. Faraday was in tears before 
the parable, and the reminiscence of it is on 
his tomb. There is the broken chrysalis shell, 
and the legend, “Nevertheless I Live.”—Dr. 
J. J. North, New Zealand Baptist College. 


Eternal Youth 
Rev. 1:18. “Alive for evermore.” 

Mary Roberts Rinehart, under the heading 
of THOUGHTS, has given us this incident in 
The Ladies’ Home Journal: 

“Not long ago two very fine people lost a 
son, and in his memory they erected at his 
college an infirmary for students who are ill 
or who need rest and care. 

“Mr. Coolidge knew these people, and ad- 
mired them; and as the house itself was com- 
plete and needed nothing, it was suggested 
that he send an autographed book for its 
library. This he did, and this is what he wrote 
a TBE 

ANS In memory of his son and my 
son, who have the privilege through the Grace 
of God, of remaining boys throughout eter- 
nity.—Calvin Coolidge.” 


e 
Burying Bulbs 
Acts 24:15. “There shall be a resurrection.” 
As winter comes, I watch the mother of my 
children put her flowers “to sleep” on the old 
New Hampshire farm. Buried deep under the 
leaf mould and then beneath the snow, they 
wait until their springtime. But always there 
is a springtime and always the flowers come 
again. Am I so less than these?—Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling in The Christian Herald. 


“Life That Shall Endless Be.” 
A short time before his death, William 
Walters, founder of the Scripture Gift Mis- 
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sion, in company with a friend, was visiting 
a picture gallery in the North of England. One 
beautiful picture excited the friend’s admira- 
tion. It was entitled, “In the midst of life we 
are in death.” “How true,” he murmured. 
William Walters shook his head, and with his, 
charming smile, replied: ‘‘To the Christian I. 
think it is even more true the other way round: 
‘In the midst of death we are in life.’ ”—The: 
Christian Herald, London. 


Abiding in the Vine 
John 15:4. “Abide in me, and I in you.” 
Last spring I thought I would experimenti 


with a grapevine at the old home. I have beent 


fascinated with what can be done with nature’s: 
plants. There were too many branches. They; 
looked robust and healthy. I said, “They willl 
grow of themselves.” I cut them off and puti 


them down in a loamy, well-watered bed. Buti 
they did not grow. Surroundings were correct,: 
ground good, well watered. But they were noti 
abiding in the vine. 


Jesus had trouble, has trouble now in instill4+ 
ing this great fact. “No more can ye except 


ye abide in me.” The exact word is “Hangings 
on me as the branch hangs on the vine.” This 
abiding is the keynote, it is the very heart of 


Christian living. The utter incapacity fou 
Christian living without maintaining this living 


connection with Christ is positively expressed. 


Watch the branch quietly putting on its 
leaves, quietly but surely pushing forth its 


fruit, maturing that fruit for the joy of all. Na 


effort, no fuss, just hanging on the vine. Ohr 
the joy of those full bunches of grapes, nov 
merely a few grapes here and there, but greati 
full clusters of deep, ripe grapes. 

Do we understand that it is the abiding, thu 


hanging on the vine? 


“T am the vine.”—Dorsey N. Miller. 


@ 
Crosses 
Luke 23:26. And on him they laid the Cross 
that he might bear it after Jesus.” 
I have a lovely cross to wear; 
Christ had a heavy cross to bear. 


My cross is gold, with rubies set: 
His cross with His own blood was wet. 
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My cross for ornament is worn: 
His for my redemption was borne. 


My cross is tribute paid to me: 
His ransomed souls and set them free. 


Upon His cross they pierced our Lord: 
Ah, woe is me—I held the sword! 


His life is fine gold; mine—such dross! 
The difference must be the cross. 


His cross bears hard upon Him still 
While men ignore His Father’s will; 


T’ll give to Him the cross I wear 
And humbly try His cross to share. 
—Carl G. Bader. 


Life’s Little Things Are Shaken 

Heb. 12:27. In order that the things which 
cannot be shaken may remain.” (Wey- 
mouth.) 

Do you remember that story of the old 
Negro saint? Some years ago, when in a night 
of terror due to an unusual number of falling 
stars, many of the Negroes ran to this old man 
to ask him what to do. They found him sitting 
in the door of his cabin looking up at the stars 
with a smile on his face. They were in terror, 
thinking the end of the world was at hand. He 
quietly pointed up to the sky and said: ‘‘Ain’t 
it pretty? See them little stars shooting across 
the sky? But look at the big ones, they hain’t 
moved an inch.” ...I think we will find that 
it is the little things of life that are being 
shaken.—Charles F’. Banning. 


Inefficient Efficiency 
I Kings 20:40. “And as thy servant was busy 
here and there, he was gone.” 

An enthusiastic salesman had sold a business 
man the very latest equipment in the way of a 
filing system. Later the salesman returned and 
was visiting his customer. “I have nothing 
more to sell you, he said, “you have the latest 
thing on the market; there is none better.” The 
customer then told how pleased they were with 
the wonderful system. “By the way,” the sales- 
man said, as he was leaving, ““How’s business?” 

“Business?” replied the merchant, ‘we 
haven’t any, we are taking care of the filing 
system.” Efficiency had made them _ineffi- 
cient.—Harrison Ray Anderson. 


e 
“<O. Kez 
II Tim. 1:12. “He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him.” 
I rather like the small boy’s version of the 
hymn Trust and Obey, when he said that at 
Sunday School they had been singing Trust and 
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O. K. Good! Everything must be “O. K.” if the 
life has been committed to His precious keep- 
ing. There is no other way.—Reginald Wallis. 


Gifts That Bind 
Prov. 17:8. “A gift is as a precious stone.” 
How the President of Harvard University 
gave real and rich meaning to a gift is stated 
by Louise Crothers in The Atlantic Monthly. 
A meeting was called by the First Parish 
Church, Cambridge, Mass., at the close of a 
morning service to acknowledge a legacy given 
by a maiden lady in memory of her brother, the 
annual interest which was to be used for the 
charities of the church. President Charles W. 
Eliot, in his wonderfully rich, mellow voice, 
as he rose in his seat, repeated slowly the 
terms of the gift, and said: ‘I move that we 
of the First Parish receive the gift of Miss 
— of three hundred and fifty dollars, the 
interest to be used for the charities of the 
parish, a gift given in tender memory of her 
brother, long a devoted member of this 
church. It is such gifts that bind us together.” 
Said Mrs. Crothers: “There was not a per- 
son present who did not feel that the little gift 
had been suddenly ennobled and clothed in 
imperishable garments.” 


Jewels Under the Stone 
Luke 22:27. “But I am among you as he that 
serveth.” 

Speaking of the Christian saints in India, 
Dr. A. T. Belden related the following: 

Foremost amongst this new kind of holy man 
stands the name of Sundar Singh, who is known 
as Sadhu, which is the Hindu word for holy- 
man. The name Sundar Singh has the majes- 
tic meaning of “splendid lion.” His family, 
however, were bitterly opposed to his becoming 
a Christian, and we are told that his uncle took 
him into an underground treasure-house full 
of beautiful jewels and said, “Ail these shall be 
yours if you give up the Christian religion,” 
but “splendid lion” was not to be tempted. They 
then tried to poison him, and for a whole night 
he lay at death’s door, but he persevered and 
became a holy-man of India of a very different 
kind, for he suffered only to serve. Here is a 
story that the writer heard him tell in the 
Queen’s Hall. 

An Indian Prince thought he would test out 
the kindliness of the people who dwelt in his 
city, and so he chose one of its narrowest thor- 
oughfares and caused what appeared to be a 
large white stone to be placed in the middle of 
road during the night. There it lay all through 
the next day, and people leading their asses or 
mules laden with burdens, or dragging their 
little carts, would carefully go around the 
stone; nobody made any effort to lift it out of 
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the way. There it lay for yet another day, and 
still the citizens were all too busy thinking of 
themselves to clear away this thing that blocked 
their path. At last the Prince, very disappoint- 
ed, issued a proclamation stating that he him- 
self would come and lift the stone at a certain 
time. And with the crowds thronging about 
him he stooped and lifted the stone quite easily 
with one hand! Thereupon it was discovered 
that it was a shell, of no weight whatever, and 
then the Prince took from the inside of the shell 
a little bag and poured the contents of it into 
his hand—it was full of shining jewels! 
“These,” he said, “might have been the reward 
of a citizen who thought sufficiently of his fel- 
lows to move the stone out of their path. They 
now belong to me.” 

The way to true prosperity and real joy is 
by the path of service.—The British Weekly. 


Cleared Ground 

A new post office building was needed in 
Minneapolis. The plans were drawn, the proj- 
ect had official approval and thousands of 
workmen were begging for employment. One 
man, owning a small piece of ground in the 
midst of the desired site, refused to sell his 
holdings at the price offered by the govern- 
ment and thus the whole enterprise came to a 
standstill. Many of us deal thus with God. In 
the midst of our lives there is some plan, some 
ambition, some habit that we will not surrender 
and for this reason all God’s plans for our tri- 
umphant life must come to a standstill. Sal- 
vation depends upon cleared ground. 


Superiority of the Non-Venomous Species 
Deut. 32:24. “With the poison of serpents.” 

The non-poisonous snake is almost always 
more than a match for the poisonous snake. A 
black snake can almost always kill a copper- 
head. The great king snake makes short work 
of the rattler. 

There is a lesson in all this. Fangs and 
venom are dangerous and are made even more 
so because of the dastardly way with which 
they strike from cover. But the slimy creature 
that lies in wait for its victim and kills it with 
a fatal puncture of its fangs, succumbs before 
the attack of the non-poisonous species. 

We are told that when a non-poisonous snake 
selects some poisonous snake as its victim, the 
poisonous snake shows every evidence of terror 
and weakness. 

Apply this little parable to life—to people 
with venomous tongues; to people who hate 
their enemies with unremitting hatred and 
strike at them when they can; to those who 
think nothing of poisoning the mind of one 
friend against another. 

And then ponder the end of such folk. You 
will find that the parable has something in- 
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teresting to teach about the superiority of the 
non-venomous species over the venomous.— 


Earl L. Douglass. 
e 


“If It Becomes Insipid—” 
Matt. 5:13. “Ye are the salt of the earth. But if 
becomes insipid...” (Moffatt.) 

Dr, James Moffatt, in his translation of 
Jesus’ words about salt losing its savor, has 
made a new window through which to look out 
on an old landscape. He translates the words, 
“Tf it becomes insipid how shall it be made salt 
again?” 

That word “insipid” speaks with great vivid- 
ness to our time. It represents the peculiar 
danger to a church. The greatest danger which 
confronts the Church is not that it may die. 
The Church will not die. The ever-present 
danger which always lurks before a church is 
that it may become insipid—that it may stand 
for nothing in particular.—Dr. James R. Joy. 


e 
Life’s Diary 
Job 15:9. “What understandest thou?” 

The editor of The British Weekly, Dr. J. A. 
Hutton, confesses that the following single 
aphorism from Sir James Barrie is often in his 
mind: 

“The life of a man is the beginning of a 
diary in which he means to write one story and 
writes another; and his humblest hour is when 
he compares the volume as it is with what he 
vowed to make it.” 

e 

Honored While Alive 

Judges 13:17. “That... we may do thee honor.” 

Early in June, 1936, the Bar Association of 
St. Louis installed in one of the streets of that 
city a plaque. It read thus: 

“On this site Louis Dembritz Brandeis, Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
began the practice of law in 1878. From this 
spot spread the influence of a great lawyer, a 
social philosopher and a wise and just judge.” 

Too often we wait until men have closed 
their career before we honor them. 


Can Man Understand God? 
Job 11:7. “Canst thou by searching find out 
God.” 

When Henry Howard Furness was over 
eighty years of age, I heard him give one of 
his famous readings from Shakespeare. He had 
read a familiar passage from King Henry V. 
Then he paused and asked the air, “Now just 
exactly what did Shakespeare mean by that 
passage?” He paused again, and asked, “But 
how can my puny mind grasp the ideas in a 
mind like that of William Shakespeare?” 

Furness was one of the leading Shakespear- 
ian scholars of the world. He had devoted a long 
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life to this one author; yet he felt that the 
distance between his mind and that of the poet 
was so great that it could not be bridged. Yet 
we think we ought to understand the Supreme 
Intelligence... 

Our intelligence in its present state is no 
more adapted to grasp the meaning of the uni- 
verse, than a baby is fit to lift a safe.—Prof. 
William Lyon Phelps in “Adventures and Con- 
fessions” (Charles Scribner’s Sons). 


The Burden of Sin 

A flippant youth said to his minister: “You 
tell us about the burden of sin. I feel none.” 
The preacher answered: “Tell me, if you laid 
a heavy weight on a corpse, would it feel the 
load?” “No, because it is dead,” replied the 
youth. ‘‘That spirit is dead which feels no 
sense of sin,’’ said the minister. 

To one of two hours the sinner, sooner or 
later will come. To the hour when he that is 
unjust shall be unjust still, and he that is 
filthy shall be filthy still; or to the hour of the 
great awakening when out of bitter throes new 
life is born. 


This, Too, Will Pass 

Matt. 26:39. “Let this cup pass from me.” 

This, too, will pass. O heart, say it over and 
over, 

Out of your deepest sorrow, out of your grief. 

No hurt can last forever—perhaps tomorrow 

Will bring relief. 

This, too, will pass. It will spend itself—its 
fury 

Will die as the wind dies down with the setting 
sun; 

Assuaged and calm, you will rest again, for- 
getting 

A thing that is done. 


Repeat it again and again, O heart, for your 
comfort; 

This, too, will pass, as surely as passed before 

The old forgotten pain, and the other sorrows 

That once you bore. 


As certain as stars at night, or dawn after 
darkness, 

Inherent as the lift of the blowing grass, 

Whatever your despair or your frustration— 

This, too, will pass. 

—Grace Noll Crowell in Good Housekeeping. 


Exhilaration in Persecution 
II Cor. 12:10. “Therefore I take pleasure in 
... persecutions.” 
There is a certain mystery about the inner 
exhilaration that comes to persecuted disciples 
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of Christ. It shows that they are in touch 
with hidden springs of life that the world knows 
not of. John G. Paton, the great missionary of 
the New Hebrides, tells of an inexpressible 
sweetness of communion with God as he spent 
the night in a tree while the whole island of 
cannibals were ranging to kill and devour him. 
And Sadhu Sundar Singh records a similar 
experience after he was thrown by the Tibetans 
into a pit of rotting corpses and left to die. 
And in a less vivid fashion millions of so-called 
common people bear witness to the strange ele- 
vation of spirit that has come to them when 
they have stood up for the right and suffered 
for it.—The Christian Advocate. 


e 
Search 
Job 23:3. “O that I knew where I might find 
him.” 


I sought Him in a great cathedral, dim 
With age, where oft-repeated prayers arise, 
But caught no glimpse of Him. 


I sought Him then atop a lonely hill, 
Like Moses once, but though I scanned the skies, 
My search was fruitless still. 


There was a little home where grief and care 
Had bred but courage, love, and valiant will, 
I sought—and found Him there. 

—Anne Marriott, Victoria, B. C. 


“You Talk Back.” 
Job 35:16. “He multiplieth words.” 

The fact that former President Calvin Cool- 
idge was able, when Governor of Massachu- 
setts, to see so many visitors each day, and 
yet leave his office at the State House regularly 
at 5:30, puzzled many people. His over-taxed 
successor is reported to have asked him how 
he accomplished this. The terse reply of Mr. 
Coolidge was: ‘‘You talk back.” 

In other words, the “‘strong, silent man,” had 
learned how to conserve time by simply listen- 
ing and not “talking back.” 


“Forward Moving, Backward Looking” 
Phil. 3:18. “Stretching forward to what lies in 
front of me, with my eyes fixed on the goal 
I push on.” (Weymouth.) 
Among the stories told concerning Professor 
J. Duncan Spaeth, who retired from the chair 
of English Literature at Princeton in 1936, is 
one concerning the time when a member of a 
woefully weak football team cast aspersions 
upon rowing asa sport. Dr. Spaeth, for fifteen 
years amateur coach of Princeton’s crews, 
who also played football in his college days, 
gave this philosophical reply: 
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“1’d rather be a member of a forward-moy- 
ing, backward-looking team than of a forward- 
looking but backward-moving team.” 


“You Take Ours” 

Phil. 2:4. “Hach fixing his attention, not sim- 
ply on his own interests, but on those of 
others also.” (Weymouth.) 

A visiting coach complained to Professor J. 
Duncan Spaeth, amateur coach for the rowing 
teams at Princeton University, concerning the 
lane his crew had drawn for a race on Lake 
Carnegie. Dr. Spaeth turned to him and gen- 
erously replied: ‘‘We will row your course; 
you take ours.’’ 

Dr. Spaeth loved to win, but not unless it 
could be done fairly. His rule was this: 
“Never play a sport in which you cannot afford 
to lose, but then play that sport as if you 
could not afford to lose it.” 


Lord, Speak to Me 


O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, 
Until my very heart o’erflow 

In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show. 


O use me, Lord, use even me, 
Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until Thy blessed face I see, 
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share. 
—Frances Ridley Havergal. 


r) 
Proof 


Matt. 7:7. “Ask, and it shall be given you.” 
If radio’s slim fingers 
Can pluck a melody 
From night, and toss it over 
A continent or sea; 


If the petaled white notes 
Of a violin 

Are blown across a mountain 
Or a city’s din; 


If songs, like crimson roses, 
Are culled from this blue air, 
Why should mortals wonder 
If God hears prayer? 
—LEthel Romig Fuller. 


How Wonderful Thou Art! 


My God! how wonderful Thou art, 
Thy majesty how bright! 

How beautiful Thy Mercy-seat 
In depths of burning light! 
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Yet, I may love Thee too, O Lord! 
Almighty as Thou art; 

For Thou has stooped to ask of me 
The love of my poor heart. 


No earthly father loves like Thee, 
No mother e’er so mild, 

Bear and forbears, as Thou hast done 
With me, Thy sinful child. 


My God! how wonderful Thou art 
Thou everlasting Friend! 
On Thee I stay my trusting heart 
Till faith in vision end. 
—Frederick Wiliam Faber. 


Wait On 
To talk with God, 
No breath is lost— 
Talk on! 


To walk with God, 
No strength is lost— 
Walk on! 


To wait on God, 
No time is lost— 
Wait on! 
—Dnyanodaya (Indian Poet). 


Death and Life 


We are so stupid about death. We will not 
learn 

How it is wages paid to those who earn, 

How it is gift for which on earth we yearn, 

To be set free from bondage to the flesh; 

How it is turning seed-corn into grain, 

How it is winning Heaven’s eternal gain, 

How it means freedom evermore from pain, 

How it untangles every mortal mesh. 


We are so selfish about death. We count our 
grief 

Far more than we consider their relief, 

Whom the great Reaper gathers in the sheaf, 

No more to know the season’s constant change; 

And we forget that it means only life— 

Life with all joy, peace, rest and glory rife, 

The victory won, and ended all the strife, 

And Heaven no longer far away and strange. 


Their Lent is over and their Easter won. 
Waiting till over Paradise the sun 

Shall rise in majesty, and life begun 

Shall glow in glory as the perfect day 
Moves on to hold its endless, deathless way. 


—William C. Doane. 
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Life and Death 


Death preys on Life, 
And Life on Death doth live. 
For without death 
No creature that draws breath 
Could live. 
Strange paradox, and thought provocative, 
That Life must live by death— 
That without death 
Life cannot live— 
That Christ Himself, 
The Lord of Life, 
His life did give 
That we might live. 
—John Oxenham. 


The Love of God 


All things that are on earth shall wholly pass 
away, 

Except the love of God, which shall live and 
last for aye. 

The forms of men shall be as they had never 
been; 

The blasted groves shall lose their fresh and 
tender green; 

And the great globe itself, so the holy writings 
tell, 

With the rolling firmament, where the starry 
armies dwell, 

Shall melt with fervent heat—they shall all 
pass away, 

Except the love of God, which shall live on and 
last for aye. 

—William Cullen Bryant. 


Pledge of Complete Redemption 
Rom. 8:31-39. “Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ?” v. 35. 
I Trust My Guide 
He holds the key to all unknown, 
And I am glad. 
If other hands should hold the key, 
Or if he trusted it to me, 
I might be sad. 
I feel his hand; I hear him say, 
“My help is sure.” 
I cannot read his future plan, 
But this I know; 
I have the smiling of his face, 
And all the refuge of his grace 
While here below. 
Enough. This covers all my want, 
And so I rest; 
For what I cannot see he sees, 
And in his care I sure shall be 
Forever blest. 
—Selected. 
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ANY CHURCH CAN 
HAVE ITS OWN 


Me 


ON THIS CONVENIENT 
RENTAL-PURCHASE PLAN 


No church need go without good 
sound film equipment simply because 
of lack of ready cash. For Bell & 
Howell Filmo silent and Filmosound 
projectors can be yours on a con- 
venient rental-purchase plan, and the 
payments can be earned by the ma- 
chine itself. 

There are 16 mm. Bell & Howell 
Filmo Projectors to meet every church 
need ... for silent or for sound films 
... for small or large audiences. All 
are the products of the makers of 
Hollywood’s preferred professional 
equipment. All more than repay their 
slight extra cost in better perform- 
ance and inlong-lasting dependability. 

Religious and secular films especial- 
ly prepared for church school instruc- 
tion and general church entertainment 
use can be rented or purchased from 
the Bell & Howell Filmosound Library. 


For full information, simply write 


BELL & HOWELL COMPANY 
1830 Larchmont Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 
NEW YORK e HOLLYWOOD e LONDON 
Established 1907 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


J. J. PHELAN, D. D. 


Lenten Loyalty 
Heb. 10:25. “Let us not neglect meeting to- 
gether.” 

“Go-to-Church Sunday” is more of an ad or 
a mandate. The person who considers himself 
as superior—with “nothing to gain” from 
fellowship with others is not always to blame, 
perhaps, there was a minimum of inducement. 
Churchgoing per se, however, possesses little 
value, when motivated only by spiritless me- 
chanics. But when Jesus said, “where two or 
three are gathered as my followers, I am there 
among them,” then churchgoing immediately 
takes on psychological value. How? 1. There 
is the stirring of human emotions and develop- 
ment of sub-conscious minds in group assem- 
blage; 2. There is power in well-directed and 
applied spoken word; 38. Intensity of heart- 
searchings in group silence; 4. Tuning of 
hearts in group music; 5. Radiation of spiritual- 
ity in like-minded groups. Jesus knew all this 
and more. He knew man was a social being, 
and that there is merit in bonds of group asso- 
ciation. 

a 

Lenten Citizenship 


Rev. 21:1. “Then I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth.” 


We dare to affirm that if the teachings of 
Jesus were taken seriously by His followers— 
the following practical social reforms would be 
in full swing before 1937 passes out: 

1. Popular standards of personal honor with 
devotion to truth in business and social rela- 
tions; 2. Less rattling of guns and war talk; 
3. “Gentleman’s Contracts” of ethical square- 
dealing in finance, investment, business, labor 
and work; 4. Less of ballyhoo and artificial 
stimulation (even in religious work) ; 5. Better 
team-work and not even a whisper of snoop- 
ing and sniping; 6. Equal opportunity with a 
living wage and steady (dignified) employment 
to all; 7. More practical love to God, church 
and fellowmen. “Impossible” you say. O, no, 
not with a Christian dynamic. 


e 

Lenten Maxims 

Jno.-14:12. “... and things greater yet.” 
Faith and Works: Don’t be afraid to give 

your faith and beliefs an occasional over- 

hauling. Tuning and lubrication are popular 

terms. Increasingly, God is causing “new light 

to break forth from His Word.” Indecision: 

Many make it difficult for unbelievers to be- 
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lieve in “eternity.” Who now? O, those who 
have watched us for a long time running around 
in circles, and failing to arrive at a given point. 
Life Deposits: It’s still true that “wherever 
your treasure is, your heart will be also.” But 
pray don’t charter a “plane” to Heaven expect- 
ing to clip coupons. First, make sure your in- 
vestments are there and drawing eternal in- 
terest. 
e 
Lenten Serenity 
Rev. 22:16. “I am the bright and morning 
stare: 


How much we all need calmness and com- 
posure. But even this may suggest lifeless 
statuary. Let us strive then for serenity. Ah! 
Serenity is the stratosphere of lofty living, 
above the clouds and storms of life. A “serene 
soul” is an unruffled soul. One possessed of 
poise, balance, assurance, faith, freedom from 
worry and anxiety. Listen to Longfellow’s 
“Light of Stars’: 

The star of the unconquered will, 
He rises in my breast. 

Serene and resolute and still, 
And calm and self-possessed. 


One may be “saved” from something, and 
simply be but a mediocre Christian. But to be 
“saved” to something and for something—this 
reveals an established and serene soul. A 
serene Christian will be a creative Christian, 
because real life is not found all created for 
him. Reason, experience and responsibility (in 
Christ) are great creative forces in Christian 
serenity. 

e 
Lenten Sobriety 


Luke 23:28. “... weep for yourselves and your 
children.” 

It hardly seemed credible (and we refer to it 
only as a matter of record) that a Presidential . 
Election in America ever could be fought out ; 
along the lines of “beer or no beer,” while all . 
the while, the world was groaning in cata- - 
clysmic distress and crying for a job and bread. . 
But that was precisely the thought and purpose ° 
of many persons (and regretfully, church mem- - 
bers too). In the days of the “old” saloon, , 
women and children (save in tough districts) 
were hardly seen seated on high bar stools at: 
bars, drinking and listening to foul and pro- - 
fane talk of intoxicated men. The difference > 
between an old saloon and modern cocktail cafe » 
is surely not in a less amount of liquor con-- 
sumed; nor in less drinking among young peo-- 


Expositor & Homiletic Review—March, 1937 ’ 


ple and women. Wearers of a White Ribbon 
wear better than those with a Red Nose. 
e 


Lenten Leadership 

Judges 9:14,15. “Then said all the trees unto 
the bramble, ‘Come thou and reign over 
us’... trust in my shadow.” 

But this is BRAMBLE LEADERSHIP! 
Young Jotham is telling the people that in 
electing and crowning Abimelech, a son of 
Gideon, who murdered all of his seventy 
brothers (save Jotham himself)—they were 
getting the very kind of leadership they wanted 
and deserved. Three years was too long for 
this mis-leader! One of the oldest proverbs, but 
right up-to-date in many of our cities. Chicago 
chemists tell us that Vitamin B makes dull per- 
sons bright! Good, although it does sound like 
an “ad.” Why not buy a carload or two, and 
feed the voters full before an election? If there 
is any residue, well, distribute it where it is 
most needed. We do not instruct you where. 

e 
Lenten Respect 
Prov. 31:7. “Eateth not the bread of idleness.” 

Thank God, if you are not inoculated with the 
philosophy of inertia. It is more deadly than the 
Ethiopian tstse fly. The six-year-old depression 
has surely produced some deadly morale-de- 
stroyers and home-wreckers. Hear them! 
Smugly complacent, and with health and 
strength above the average—they bellow forth: 
“The world owes every man a living” (and they 
in particular) ; “job-hunting is a profitless job. 
Don’t hunt for one, boy!” to be “turned down” 
is an “insult to a proletarian” and an “injury to 
one’s personal pride;” again, “shoe-leather 
costs” and other alibis. Yes, they know what’s 
the trouble with church, religion, law, educa- 
tion, government and how to run another fel- 
low’s business. No, they’re not at church this 
morning, and so we miss them. Hunt them up 
and pray with them. 

e 
Lenten Invitation 
Matt. 11:28. “Come to me, all of you who toil 
and are burdened.” 

Religion thrives neither in nor on depression. 
God’s work is not built on the fallacious premise 
—that what is our loss is His gain. When the 
cycle of “hard times” came around in early 
days, “revivals” of religion came along with 
them. Not so, in this depression, however. 
Some persons tell us they don’t go to church 
because it “costs to keep up a respectable ap- 
pearance.” There is much truth here. We must 
also consider that many have lost faith in their 
fellows, and are confronted with business trou- 
bles, losses and fears. That God can restore the 
line of communication, and help to build again 
the old or better fences; that forgiveness is 
not limited and partial; that man can be “born 
again” and with a fresh start—is the Evangel. 
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Kilgen Organs 


The Petit Ensemble 


Behind every Kilgen Organ is the artistry 
and skill born of generations of organ-build- 
ing. Thousands of distinguished installations 
in America’s churches testify to the un- 
matched Kilgen tonal qualities. Organ 
masters the world over advise a choice from 
the “Kilgen Royal Family of Organs.” 


Whether your requirements are for a large 
Organ of the cathedral type or for a small 
instrument of true Pipe Organ characteristics, 
your needs can best be satisfied with a 
Kilgen. 


Consider well the permanence of investment 
when purchasing a church organ. Investigate 
the Kilgen. And remember —“There is no 
substitute for a PIPE Organ.” 


Listen to the Kilgen program over 
Station KMOX every Sunday 
evening at 10:15 (CST) 


INC. 


GEO. KILGEN & SON, 
4028 North Union Blvd. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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Lenten Humility 


Matt. 23:12. “Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled and...” 


He sold something during the week and also 
religion on Sunday. He said he “taught the 
Bible only, which, in his case, meant that he 
knew a great deal about a very little, and more 
and more about less and less. Of course, he 
finally arrived at the place where bigotry 
reaches its goal—to know everything about 
nothing! Poor fellow, his mind was a “closed” 
intellectual coffin, they said. Conversely, we 
have met persons in religion and business, who 
knew a very little about a great deal, and less 
and less about more and more, while they lost 
out by knowing nothing about anything! Now 
which of these two sins is the greater? Discuss. 
It is noticeable that religious creeds do not at- 
tempt to treat everything. Is this a mark of 
weakness or strength? Discuss. Was it the 
Jesus way? 


Lenten Choices 


Josh. 24:15 “... choose you this day whom you 
will serve.” 


Churches, theologies, religion, not unlike 
family heirlooms may be inherited donations 
from a distant past, packed in moth balls, 
placed in a “hope chest,” and passed on father- 
to-son and mother-to-daughter. Values, to be 
sure, but largely sentimental, rather than 
intrinsic values. Our fathers worked in and 
worked out their religion, faith and beliefs. To 
them, religion was as it should be—an individ- 
ual psychological creative experience—to be 
worked in and worked out. If religion is a 
static affair, and possesses only sentimental 
values, it naturally follows that our main task 
is to “save” and “defend” that kind of religion. 
But religion today calls more for an offensive 
than a mere defensive drive. The Christian 
religion “saves” and “defends” us. 


The School of Life 


Jno. 17:3. “This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee.” 


The savage cares little for life today, that’s 
why he is a savage; the barbarian differs—he 
lives for today, tomorrow, but not for next year; 
the semi-civilized man lives for next year and a 
few other years; the civilized man lives for the 
present mostly, but with a place for the future; 
the Christian-civilized man lives with a sense of 
the FOREVER! In which class are you? Did 
you say that you “cannot realize your ideals,” 
who, but ONE ever did? Suppose then that you 
“idealize the real’ values of life—there are 
many. 
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The Frankenstein Order 


Luke 12:19. “I will say to my soul ‘take thine 
COSC ta 

A religion that begins and ends with the in- 
dividual—soon ends—it probably never had 
much of a beginning anyway. In this Pre- 
Easter period let us catch up with ourselves 
and ask the question, “What Price Civiliza- 
tion?” It’s our product, we made it very large- 
ly, and for a long time, we’ve made our boast 
that we are a vital part of the humanizing 
process. Let’s see! Do you know that while 
this “Christian order’ was making money, 
sixty-six of every hundred men were being re- 
placed by machines; in’ the making of boots 
and shoes, for every 100 machines, over 
25,000 workmen were displaced: in the auto 
business, 30 men were able to turn out more 
cars with the aid of machinery, than the com- 
bined efforts of 100 men formerly produced? 
Behold millions now tramping the streets— 
the result of “high-speed” and competitive pro- 
duction. As a Frankenstein we allowed the 
thing we created to become our master. The 
slogan, “Get Right with God,” simply lacked 
“GET RIGHT WITH MAN!” We shall need 
more than FORTY DAYS of penance and 
dolorosas to atone for our ignorance and sins. 


Shades of Cromwell 


Acts 7:27. “Who made thee a ruler and a judge 
over us?” 


Many good persons are obsessed with the 
delusion that they are chosen as “‘defenders of 
the faith.”” When and from whom did they 
receive their commission? What unique and 
exceptional qualifications have they which 
other believers do not possess? A purely 
creedal, dogmatic and formalistic faith, how- 
ever needs much defense—in order to keep it 
alive. But a “pure and undefiled religion’ is 
decidedly on the offensive. 


Expositor ¢ Homiletic Review—March, 1937 


Ftelps On the 


l. Program Folders 
Acceptable Religious Designs, beauti- 
ully lithographed in soft colors. 
Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, Lord’s Supper, 
Faster 

Their popularity in the ascendent. 


2. Pastor’s Easter Greet- 
ng Folders 


Inspiring to Faith and Fellowship. 


3. Successful Coin 


Collectors 
Dime Inlay Booklets and Crosses. 
Protected Slot Envelopes. 
Decorative In feadial fain Envelopes. 
Banks, Folding Mite Boxes, Penny 
Strips, Wooden Barrels. 
Pence Banks. 


SSenten Road 


Memorial Suggestions 
Impressive—Useful—Low Priced. 


Slluminated Chancel 
Crosses 

JSlluminated Commu- 
nion Cable Crosses 


Solid Brass Crosses 


For Altar—Vestibule—Pastor’s Study. 


Choice Offering Plates 


Brass— Chromium—Bronze— Oak 
Mahogany— Walnut. 


Brass Receiving Basins 


Communion Services 
Chromium—Silver—Aluminum. 


Hymn Boards, Altar 


Drapes 


amples may be had of any of Nos. 1, 2, 3 on 
equest. Ten cents will help defray the cost of 


: A Memorial Inscription will be artistically 
ackaging and postage. 


Acme Solid Brass Altar Cross lengraved if desired, at reasonable prices. 


Illustrated and Priced in Our Easter Bulletin 


& WOGLOM CO., Dept.7, 296 Broadway, New York 


CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES SINCE 1848 


GOODENOUGH 


HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 
Printed to Order; Neatly Boxed; Postpaid; Satisfaction Guaranteed 


CONDOR eee ee eee ee ee se BS Soe See ees 100 250 500 1M 
Hammermill Bond Letterheads, White or Colors, Any Size $1.00 $1.75 $2.50 $4.00 
Minvelopesitos Match 38.5¢'x.6')4 saan ee ren ne ie te eae ee. Sots 1.00 1.75 2.50 4.00 
metterheads'‘and) tnvelopes)2s. = = so eee oe eee ee asesense 1.50 2.50 4.00 7.00 
Letterheads any size, Envelopes 374x714 or 44x19 % 2.00 8.50 5.50 10.00 


Send for Samples 


JUST RIGHT 
SERVICE Dept. E—800 Stewart Avenue, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


JUST RIGHT 
STATIONERY 


JRS 


*ECCLESIASTICAL ART FURNITURE * 


THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 


DESIGNERS Craftsmen in Wood MANUFACTURERS 
PEWS @ CHANCEL FURNITURE # MEMORIALS 


General Offices and Studio COLUMBUS, OHIO 


Co-operative Planning and Architectural Service Without Obligation 


to Spend Next Summer’s Vacation with 


P LA N i OW America’s Greatest Theological Teachers 


Winona Lake School of Theology, Winona Lake, Indiana 


For Ministers, Teachers, Missionaries, Sunday School Workers and Laymen 


ing to Regular Theological Degrees. Cost Reasonable. Interdenominational. 50 
CED p pene raens ejuly: 7 er Kagust 11—Two Terms, 15 Days gee ae Free 
i 7 i i 7 ree Prospectus 
Evangelical Faith and High Scholorship Combined As Fe Aa Ales Pee, Rooms 


Dr. W. =. Biederwolf, Director 
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fOr Oris 


E V ale ves 


|. J. SWANSON, D. D. 


CHOICE LENTEN AND EASTER BOOKS 


HE IS ABLE 


By W. E. Sangster, B. A., Cokesbury. 199 pp. $1.50. 
The author has just succeeded Dr. Leslie Weather- 


head (now pastor of the City Temple, London) as the 
pastor of the Brunswick Methodist Church, Leeds, 
England. Mr. Sangster is well-known in England as a 
minister of rare spiritual insight. He wrote this book 
to prove the adequacy of Christ to all the problems of 
life. He thinks that he undertook too big a task; but it is 
fair play to say that his treatment of the seventeen 
problems, considered in this book, has given light, 
added faith, and guidance. He answers the oft-put 
questions, “Is He able? May all come? Does He deal 
with every phase of need ?—the difficulties of the body, 
the mind, the soul?” 
@ 

WE PRAY THEE, LORD 

Studies in Positive and Creative Prayer, by Roy Wallace 

Thomas, pastor of Cong. Ch., at New Castle, Colo. 

He conducts a page in Zion’s Herald on “Religion 

and Health,” regularly. Cokesbury. 170 pp. $1.25. 

This is a very helpful analysis of the meaning and 
purpose of prayer. It comes out of the author’s own 
prayer-life; and he interprets his experience in prayer. 
His experience is valid for everyone that will sincerely 
try it. Its method is not ‘‘so much asking of God as it is 
to use prayer as a means of making it possible for God 
to work in and through us to convert both the in- 
dividual and society.” 

e 
THE LORD’S PRAYER, A BOOK FOR LENT 
By Rev. James Thayer Addison, D. D., Professor of 

History of Religion and Missions, Episcopal Theo- 

logical School, Cambridge, Mass. Morehouse. 75 pp. 

Fifty cents. 

The introduction is brief but of deep insight into the 
character and meaning of the Lord’s Prayer. Dr. Addi- 
son comments: ‘Here is a prayer actually composed by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And the Giver guarantees the 
quality of the gift. For since He was human He knew 
from experience just what are the needs of men, and 
since He was Divine He knew what God demands of 
men and what God seeks to give them. Here we find in 
brief perfection what man ought to ask of God and 
what God wants to hear.” The whole treatment of the 
prayer is on this high level. 


e 
THE EASTER RADIANCE 
By Carl A. Glover. Cokesbury. 112 pp. $1.00. 

The author is the pastor of First Union Church, 
Quincy, Illinois. He is a worthy successor to Dr. George 
A. Buttrick who preceded him in that pastorate. It is 
a striking fact that the Easter story and the Easter mes- 
sage has not had, at least from the viewpoint of litera- 
ture, equal treatment compared with the Christmas 
story and the Christmas message. The present author 
has remedied that situation. ‘“‘Through relevant Scrip- 
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ture, accepted tradition, Easter music and poetry, litur- 
gical drama, and other related materials, the author 
gives the complete Easter story as it has been preserved 
for us down through the centuries.” This book itself 
sheds a radiance of immortal hope, even unshaken faith. 
As Dr. Buttrick so well says, ‘‘Christ in His triumph. 
quickens and answers the hope of immortality; the sym- 
bol of our Christian love is not an hourglass or even a. 
Cross, but a Cross breaking into Easter Radiance.” 
Contents; The Dawn, The Easter Observance, Easter andl 
Sunday, Easter and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,, 
Raster Poetry, Liturgical Drama, Haster Music, Easter: 
Symbolism, and The Gladness of Easter in the Everyday.. 
@ 

GREAT CHOICES OF THE LAST WEEK 

By B. H. Bruner. Cokesbury. 160 pp. $1.25. 

Dr. Bruner is a well-known minister of the Disciples: 
of Christ. He is noted for his insight into the motives: 
and the destinies men make for themselves, as, fori 
example, in the sermonic studies of the great choices: 
made by groups and individuals who came into contactt 
with Jesus. Dr. Bruner describes the last week off 
Jesus’ earthly life. It is a somber and tragic drama; itt 
shook the power of evil; and it ushered in a new age 
for the world. The choices of that last week were: Off 
His enemies, His disciples, of a traitor, a politician, 2 
worldling, of the people, of His friends, and the choice 
that shook and changed the world. The Epilogue. Aftem 
the Resurrection. Following each address, is a related 
prayer for pulpit use or for private devotions. This is 
one of the very best, if not the best book, on the “Lasfti 
Week.” 

@ 
“THE MASTER’S INFLUENCE” 
By Charles Reynolds Brown. Cokesbury. 200 pp. $2.00¢ 
As Dean of the Divinity School, Yale University, Dr1 
Brown commanded the interest and thought of a hosts 
far beyond his classroom. Now as dean emeritus he 
continues to serve the church and his colleagues in the 
ministry. This volume contains the Fondren Lectures 
for 19386 given in the Southern Methodist University» 
To say that they are highly interesting and most read-! 
able is to say only what has been said of every boolH 
Dean Brown has written. The chapters discuss the 
method, working, teaching, living and conquest o2 
Jesus. There is a freshness in the presentation ana 
application that is most enjoyable, and a renewal of ola 
emphasis that is encouraging. There is also a sugges: 
tiveness that will stir the homiletical mind to fresh ac- 
tivity, and that will urge the preaching of Jesus in 
pulpits that may have been neglectful to Him. This is s 
book to read and reread for the good of one’s own soul.— 
Wave 2: 

e 
THE REDEEMER 
By Presiding Bishop James De Wolf Perry, and six 

others. Harpers. 170 pp. $1.00. 

The Presiding Bishop writes on ‘“Redemption;” Dr? 

Block, on ‘Redeemer of the Body;” Bishop Oldham, om 
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PRACTICAL HELP for Teachers 
of the International Uniform Lessons 


The Sunday-School World 


The use of this monthly teachers’ magazine 
will bring new meaning and fresh interest 
to your weekly lessons. Such well-known 
writers as Dr. William Evans, Elizabeth 
Hubbard Bonsall, and Harry Edwards Bar- 
tow (author of the Superintendents’ Guide) 
assure you of a wealth of helpful material. 


Send for free specimen copy 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


For Lenten Reading 


@ Mr. Morton’s inspiring books on 
the Master and St. Paul have recre- 
ated for hundreds of thousands of 
readers, here and abroad, the great 
scenes and events of the New Testa- 
ment. These books are unique in 
that they appeal, not to any one sect 
or denomination, but to all—to men 
and women everywhere whose hearts 
and minds are turned toward the 
Saviour and his Great Apostle. In 
soundness of teaching and interpre- 
tation, in vividness of detail, in de- 
voutness of spirit, in simplicity of 
style and in beauty of appearance, 
they have no equals in the literature 
of combined travel and biography. 


By H. V. Morton 
Ii THE STEPS OF 


ST. PAUL 


Illustrated, $2.50 


in THE STEPS OF 


THE MASTER 


Illustrated, $3.00 


At all booksellers, or from 
DODD, MEAD & CO., 449 4th Ave., N.Y. 
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PULPIT GOWNS 


CHOIR VESTMENTS, COMMUNION 
LINENS, ALTAR BRASSES 
MATERIALS BY THE YARD, 
DESIGNS, ETC., TAILORING 


J. M. HALL, INC. 


392 Fifth Avenue 
(at 36th St.) 


NEW YORK 


= ABINGDON s 


Fairest Lord Jesus 
By J. V. MOLDENHAWER 


Sixteen meditations on the New Testament story of 
Him, whom the author describes as the real, the great, 
the lovely, the living Jesus. These meditations are 
characterized by honesty of thought, beauty of expres- 
sion and freshness of appeal. Net, $1.75, postpaid 


Living Religion 
A Manual for Putting Religion Into Action in 
Personal Life and in Social Reconstruction 


By HORNELL HART 


Religion is presented here as a method of abundant 
living, with practicable techniques for deriving 
spiritual power and applying it to personal and social 
regeneration. Science-oriented thinkers, truth-seekers, 
idealistic young people, and loyal followers of the 
Christ will all find this book practical and valuable. 

Net, $1.50, postpaid 


’ rif 
Germany's New Religion 
The German Faith Movement 
Translated by T. S. K. Scott-Craig and R. E. Davies 


This book shows what Germany is thinking relig- 
iously. The apostle of the new German Faith Move- 
ment is Wilhelm Hauer, who pleads powerfully for a 
Nazi religion. He is answered by Professor Karl Heim, 
one of Germany’s foremost Protestant thinkers; and 
by Karl Heim, leading Catholic thinker in Germany. 

Net, $1.50, postpaid 


The Art of Living 
By NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 


A book to help hard-pressed modern people establish 
satisfactory and effective lives. Christianity and 
psychology are joined in developing a workable 
technique of personal power. The author says there is 
no illness or weakness of personality which applied 
Christianity, properly understood, cannot cure, and 


he cites impressive cases in support of his claim. ; 
Net, $1.00, postpaid 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
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“Redeemer of the Soul;” Dn Kinsolving, on ‘‘Redeemer 
of the World;’”’ Bishop Spencer, on “‘Redeemer Through 
Compassion;’’ Bishop Quin, on “Redeemer Through the 
Risen Life;’’ and Dr. Hughson, on “Redeemer Through 
the Cross,” (for Holy Week). Each address shows deep 
understanding of its topic. This book opens the inner 
door of the soul, letting in the light of Christ, cleansing, 
healing and empowering. A brief prayer follows each 
address, seeking fellowship with God. 
L) 

HE DWELT AMONG US 

By Ralph Connor, author of “Black Rock,” “The Sky 

Pilot,” etc. Revell. 174 pp. $1.50. 

This famous novelist turns to a very different type of 
writing—-the story of Jesus of Galilee, as he dwelt with 
men. As a story, it is thrilling; as a picture of the 
times, accurate and graphic; as a changer of lives, re- 
markable; as a teacher, convincing and challenging; in 
personality, god-like; and in his mission, Divine. The 
story is dramatic and fascinating. It pictures the people 
of Palestine, their customs, and religious beliefs. But 
the story is the thing. It makes Jesus more real than 
any of the formal ‘lives’ of Christ. No reader of this 
book can ever forget it: it throbs with humanity and 
divinity. 

e 
THE MEANING OF CHRIST TO ME 
By Robert E. Speer, author of ‘Christian Realities,” 

“The Finality of Jesus Christ,” etc. Revell. 192 pp. 

$1.50. 

Dr. Speer, as everyone knows, is a trusted and emi- 
nent leader of evangelical believers in this country and 
in Great Britain. He is a thinker as well as a man of 
action—he is, for example, a promoter of missions, home 
and foreign. In this book, he thinks through the mean- 
ing of Christ, to him. It is a testimony to Christ, in 
personal terms, verified by his own experience. He fol- 
lows John as he says, “‘The life was manifested and we 
have seen and bear witness and declare.’ I John 1:2. 
The one purpose of this book, the author says, is to 
exalt and glorify Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of 
Man, our only Savior, Redeemer and Lord; and to invite 
others to seek, to follow and serve Him. The book dis- 
closes clearly (and convincingly) what the earthly life 
of Christ, the Person of Christ, the Death of Christ, the 
Resurrection of Christ, the Lordship of Christ, and the 
Second Coming of Christ means to him. As to his views 
on the Second Coming of Christ, the present reviewer 
confesses that it is the most convincing presentation of 
this great doctrine that he has ever seen. The whole 
book is informing and inspiring. 

e 
THE HOLINESS OF JESUS 
By Arthur Davis Martin. Cokesbury. 251 pp. $2.50. 

The writer is a prominent member of the Congrega- 
tional Church of England, well-known author, and fre- 
quent contributor to Contemporary Review and other 
leading British religious journals. In this volume he ex- 
amines afresh the character of Jesus as revealed in the 
Synoptic Gospels. He begins by discussing the Hebrew 
conception of Holiness, showing that ‘in the first 
glimpse we have of them Holiness and Taboo are closely 
intertwined.” He goes on to show how these ideas 
began to diverge until ‘“‘the character of God (became) 
the determining influence in the character of holy 
things.” “It is the contention of this essay that Jesus 
was holy .... in the transcendent Biblical use—of that 
in God which is at once ethical and numinous.” The 
treatment is full and detailed, but seldom prosy or 
obscure. Several of the chapters will be found valuable 
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and suggestive apart from their bearing on the theme. 
The book is to be commended as a worthwhile revalua- 
tion of the person of Jesus Christ. It bears all the marks 
of deep thinking and wide research—W. T. P. 

e 
EVERYMAN’S PROBLEMS AND DIFFICULTIES 
By the Bishop of London, with an Introduction by 

Archbishop of Canterbury. Longmans, Green & Co. 

105 pp. $1.00. 

The Archbishop says in his Introduction, “This book 
is not for scholars or scientists or philosophers or theo- 
logians, but for the ordinary man.” Because the book is 
written for ‘‘“everyman,” and since the Bishop has a key 
to the mind and soul of the ordinary man, this book will 
do a world of good to a multitude who respect and love: 
the Bishop. The book deals with such insistent ques-: 
tions as, Is there a God? Is there life after death? Are 
creeds any good? Is the Incarnation too good to be 
true? Are miracles possible? Does the Church contra- 
dict the Bible? Can the earth have created itself? Why 
do we suffer? What is sin? (three talks.) How can one 
man die for the people? And, What it means to take up 
the Cross? 

e 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN DOCTRINE AND LIFE 
By James M. Gray, D. D., with a Foreword by Will H. 

Houghton, D.D., president of Moody Bible Institute. 

Revell. 127 pp. _$1.25. 

Dr. Houghton, like many other Christian leaders, de~ 
plores that “there are some sections of the visible 
Church which deny the doctrine of the Holy Spirit; 
There are other sections which merely ignore His per- 
son. The result is much the same—powerless pulpits: 
and dead, even though at times respectably dead, con- 
gregations.” It is a hopeful sign, however, that there 
is a renewed study of, and belief in, the Holy Spirit | 
and it is restoring power to both pulpit and pew. May, 
faith in the Holy Spirit keep on increasing! The presen‘ 
book by Dr. Gray will help all its readers to see that the 
N. T. gives large space and emphasis to the doctrine. In 
ten chapters, the author unfolds the most significan’) 
aspects of the Holy Spirit, namely, His person and pur-1 
pose; The Spirit of God and the Word of God; The in.) 
ferential evidence of the Trinity; The Holy Spirit ana 
the believer; The Holy Spirit is everyday life; Things: 
lawful but inexpedient; Sanctification by faith; its at# 
tainment; Secret sins; their nature and their danger’ 
The Divine oblivion; and The obligation of love. 

@ 
STUDIES IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
By James Benjamin Green, Prof. of Systematic Theology 
and Homiletics, Columbia Theological Seminary, De# 
catur, Ga. Revell. 126 pp. $1.25. 

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is very difficult to des 
fine in His reality; personality; relations to the Trine 
ity; to the world of Nature, Creation and Providences 
the Cosmical Spirit; of the Spirit to Redemption; to Res 
velation; to Jesus Christ; to Christians; the Church an: 
individuals; and the individual’s relation to the Spiriti 
but Dr. Green has done it clearly and definitely, as fas 
as this profound theme can be treated in a small handk 
book like this. 

e 
RE-THINKING RELIGION 
By Albert E. Avey, Prof. of Phil., Ohio State Univer? 
sity. Holt. 294 pp. $2.00. 

This book is reeommended by the Religious Book Clut 
as being “cogent in its argument, well grounded in thé 
history of religious thought, and written in a style thas 
will appeal to the layman as exceedingly readable.” Thi 
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book is the outgrowth of addresses to student groups, 
social clubs, assemblies of various types of people who 
have honestly and thoughtfully wondered about the 
meaning of religious concepts. Its thought has been 
clarified and matured by study and reflection by the 
author. It reveals wide knowledge of the best authori- 
ties in this field. It reaches important and illuminating 


conclusions. Prof. Avey agrees with the Fundamental- 
ists that the basic concepts of revealed religion cannot 


be annihilated; and with the Modernists that they can 
no longer be accepted in their old forms and interpre- 
tations. “Rethinking Religion’ will appeal to the intelli- 
gent and well-read, and should result in religious char- 
acter and service. Otherwise, their reading, with this 
and other able religious books, will be ‘‘gone with the 
wind.” Prof. Avey has thoroughly digested his wide 
reading in the field of religion; but he is a construc- 
tive, and even a creative, thinker. The chapter headings 
are: Re-thinking religion, Revelation and religious 
knowledge, Good and evil, God, Immortality, Salvation, 
The Church, Responsibility, Prayer, and Religion and 
Life. 

@ 
SOME PROBLEMS OF LIFE 
By Rufus M. Jones, Th.D., LL.D., Prof. Emeritus of 

Philosophy in Haverford College. Cokesbury. 214 

pp- $2.00. 

The Cole Lectures. The problems which Dr. Jones 
considers in this book are those of life’s significance, not 
of its continuance; of life’s quality, not of its quantity. 
This is an inquiry and a report of what the author has 
found in his over forty years of search and testing of 
the things which belong to the inner man—his spirit, his 
life. This book is a disclosure of a great spiritual per- 
sonality. It is an analysis and a description of the soul 
—the real self—and of how to solve the problems of 
life. Dr. Jones is a mystic, but at the same time is 
practical. He is factual in his search for life’s greatest 
meaning and value; and he has the spiritual vision to 
discern the meaning of what he sees. He is a Friend, 
not simply because he belongs to a group called Friends, 
but a friend in heart and soul to man—and of God. The 
chapter headings are: Introduction, What makes life 
good? What is meant by values of life? The essential 
characteristics of a person, Springs and agencies of life- 
formation, Is there an area of freedom in the life of a 
person? What are the limits to the life of a person? 
and The heart of Christianity. The book contains an 
Epilogue; And who is my neighbor? 

e 
THE LIFT OF A FAR VIEW 
By Albert William Beaven, D.D., LL.D., President of The 

Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, and former Presi- 

dent of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 

in America. Judson. 162 pp. $1.00. 

The author is a well-known leader of the American 
Baptists. He is also an outstanding interdenomina- 
tional leader. He is “a master of assemblies,” and a 
public speaker of great power and influence. The ten 
sermons in this book show Dr. Beaven at his best. ‘The 
Lift of a Far View’? was a message to his fellow min- 
isters, facing the discouragements of the long Depres- 
sion years; and “Life’s Eastern Window” reveals far 
and wide vistas of hope and glory—and of challenge. 
Direct and stirring are the messages of “God in our 
Contemporary Life’ and “The Scientific Spirit in the 
Spiritual Realm.” Another notable sermon is on “Christ 
the Giver of Peace.” It was preached at the Fifth Bap- 
tist World Congress, Berlin, Germany, 1934. Perhaps 
his address at Washington, D. C., on the 25th Anniver- 
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sary of the Federal Council, is the most powerful of 

Be sure to read these great messages. 
@ 

TOWARD DISCOVERING A RELIGION 

By John Howland Lathrop, Pastor of the Church of the 

Saviour (Unitarian), Brooklyn, since 1911. Harpers. 

108 pp. $1.00. 

The 49th vol. in Harpers Monthly Pulpit. These four 
addresses and six sermons deal with our confused and 
troubled age. Especially will they appeal to the stu- 
dents in our colleges and universities—perplexed, seek-: 
ing a spiritual habitation for themselves, and for the 
meaning of God; hoping to establish social justice; look- 
ing upon Jesus and asking the meaning of his message 
for this age; pondering upon the hazards of life, such 
as, “the gain of oppression, of ruthless business meth- 
ods, and of an unplanned social order’; seeking to under- 
stand why through so many centuries, aspiration and 
behavior have continued sundered; and—still “following 
the gleam.” Dr. Lathrop, in this volume, charts the 
way to the City of God—on earth. Put this book intc 
the hands of thoughtful young people; they will read it. 

e 
THE GOSPEL FROM THE MOUNTAINS 
Twelve Sermons, by Colorado Ministers. Judson. 14 
pp. $1.00. 

These sermons are a credit to those who preachea 
them. They are direct, earnest and evangelical. Some 
of them bear the marks of high scholarship; all show 
familiarity with the spiritual problems and social trends! 
of our day; others have the gift—and it is a great gift 
—of speaking effectively to “the man in the street,’ 
with his problems of everyday living; and all of thenr 
preach the Gospel of Christ, with power. The preachers 
and their themes are: E. A. Bell, “‘Spiritually Mindedh 
Life and Peace’; James E. Bell, “‘Trumpeting the 
Truth’; R. L. Decker, ‘Why Jesus Only’; F. E. Edens 
“Simon Plus Cephas’; F. Fenner, “Any Word Frona 
The Lord’; C. W. Kemper, ‘‘The Man of the Cross” ’ 
Bruce Kinney, “A Biblical Philosophy For Life’; Jame: 
Macpherson, ‘‘On the Side fo the Eternal’; G. Spurgeow 
McClung, “Will the World Ever Forget Jesus?’’; F. Bi 
Palmer, “The Lure of the Difficult”; W. F. Ripleys 
“Service That Satisfies,” and J. H. Skeen, “‘The ‘Yes’ o« 
Faith.” 


these sermons. 


e 
JUNIOR TALKS FOR SPECIAL DAYS 
By Arnold Carl Westphal. Revell. 142 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Westphal has developed the art of talking t¢ 
children and junior congregations, making use of man: 
objects. He tears paper, makes cut-outs, and uses 
chemicals. This volume contains talks so illustrated foa 
every holiday and holy day in the year. They are of 
length suitable for special services, but the pastor wili 
find many of them adaptable for sermonettes in the 
regular worship service.—W. T. P. 


e@ 

HOMESPUN 
By William Hiram Foulkes. Abingdon. 186 pp. $1.00 

The minister of the Old First Church (Presby.) New? 
ark, N. J., is well-known as a result of his work amon/# 
young people and his radio preaching. This is a volume 
of intimate talks on personal affairs, family and socia 
relationships, and life generally. It might be said, as 
critic said of Charles Dickens’ writing, that there is tot 
much “gravy” in them. However, they are distinct]! 
Dr. Foulkes’ own, and many a minister will be helpes 
in his own life by them and will find much of value if 


them for his dealing with the people in his pastorate: 
—wW.T.P. | 
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Mid-Week 


Services 


Antiphonal Service for Holy Week 


“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night.” 
“Art Thou Weary, Art Thou Languid.” 
“T Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.” 
“The Way Is Dark, My Father.” 


The first two hymns lend themselves natu- 
rally to responsive division. 


First Choir: 
“Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are.” 


Second Choir: 
“Traveler, O’er yon mountain’s height, 
See that glory-beaming star.” 
and 
First Choir: 
“If I asked Him to receive me, 
Will He say me nay?” 


Second Choir: 
“Not till earth, and not till heaven 
pass away.” 


The third hymn lends itself more appropri- 
ately to alternate verse division, while the 
fourth may be divided as follows: 


First Choir: 
“The way is dark, my Father, etc.” 
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Second Choir: 
“The way is dark, my child, but leads # 
light, 
I would not always have thee walk bi 
sight.” 

Antiphonal services date back to the day 
of the Hebrew Psalms, and are strikingly wox 
shipful with the young people’s choir groupe 
about the chancel or pulpilt, and the adut 
choir not in view, at least during a portion a 
the service. Subdued or candle lighting shoul 
be used. 

Pastors or choir directors will know a 
favorite hymns that will lend themselves ft 
antiphonal use, which may be substituted fa 
any of the above. 

° 


How Old Are We—Spiritually 


(The attention centered on the age of Justice’ 
of the Supreme Court offer an excellent oppo 
tunity to take stock of ourselves, our our 
development, spiritually.) 

Invocation. 

Hymn. 

Scripture: “Love your enemies, and pre 
for them that persecute you.” Matt. 5:44. 

Meditation: Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote 
“When I discovered that Dr. Samuel Johnsa 
was born at the same season of the year ? 
which I was born, only a century earlier, , 
thenceforward throughout my life seemed + 
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be keeping step with that historical personage.” 
He continued, “There was established a close 
bond of relationship between the great English 
scholar and writer and myself. I had only to 
open my ‘Boswell’ at any time, and I knew just 
what Johnson at my age, twenty, fifty or seven- 
ty, was thinking or doing; what were his feel- 
ings about life; what changes the years had 
wrought in his body, his mind, his feelings, 
companionships, reputation.” 

Robertson Nicoll, a great English Christian, 
scholar, and writer, was inspired by the ac- 
count of Justice Holmes to write a volume, 
“The Round of the Clock, a story of our lives 
from year to year. In this volume he divides 
life into periods, based on a quotation from 
Walter Scott: 

“At the revolution of every five years we find 
ourselves another, and yet the same—there is a 
change of views, and no less of light in which 
we regard them; a change of motives as well as 
of action.” 

Nicoll’s divisions are: 

1. The School Boy, 10 to 15. 

2. “Sturm und Drang,” 15 to 20. 

pene ahne Turn of the Road and You,’ 

20 to 25. 
4. “That Fatal Sixth Lustrum,”’ 25 to 30. 
5. “When Our Children Are About Us,” 
30 to 35. 

6. “The Cataracts of Life,” 35 to 60. 

7. “Approaching Old Age.”’ 

He places a preacher’s maximum efficiency 
between 40 and 45; a teacher’s between 35 and 
40. “Surgeons,” he says, “shrink from major 
operation after 60, but physicians are at their 
ripest, and the authority of a great specialist 
between 65 and 70 is unchallenged.” A val- 
uable part of Dr. Nicoll’s work for us every- 
day citizens is the array of famous men and 
women and their activities at given ages. (An 
excellent statement on Dr. Nicoll’s book may be 
found in The Christian Advocate, December 28, 
1922, by Dean Emeritus Marcus D. Buell. Any 
good library will have tt.) 

Luke in his account of man’s greatest ex- 
ample, Jesus Christ, takes pains to state 
Christ’s age twice, once at 12 and once at 30. 
Let us remember that in the Days of His Flesh, 
He too ran this very race we are running today. 
He alone can impart the divine grace and forti- 
tude and faith that can win for us the “well 
done, good and faithful servant.” 

Prayer. 

Hymn. 

Benediction. 

r 


The Master Is Coming 


(Based on Emma A. Lunt’s poem, “The Mas- 
er Is Coming.” The characters are selected to 
speak or read the parts. The Master’s lines 
should be read from behind a screen, as many 
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presons resent impersonation of The Master 
in character.) 


Invocation. 

Hymn. 

Scripture: Matt. 26:45. 

Reading or dramatization of “The Master Is 
Coming.” (See poem below.) 

Hymn. 

Prayer. 

Benediction. 


A Great Harvest 


Invocation. 
Seripture: Acts 8:4. 
Hymn. 


Meditation: A train delayed an hour be- 
cause caterpillars were more than an inch 
deep on the track; householders driven from 
their homes; sections stripped bare of vege- 
tation—such was the record some years ago 
of a caterpillar army. Winter had no effect on 
the eggs of the insect. The larvae hatched in 
the spring in multitudes, and began feasting on 
sprouting leaves. 


The leaves preferred by the tent caterpillar 
are wild cherry, but if permitted to feed on the 
wild cherry, generally not valuable enough to 
spray, next season a vast army of insects ap- 
pear and make inroads on all valuable trees. 
Attempts had been made to spray valuable 
trees, in order to keep the pest under control, 
but the mistake was made in neglecting so- 
called “‘wild trees” and out of the way shrubs. 

Some years ago, Dr. Torrey confronted an 
attorney in his church with the question, “Are 
you a Christian?” ‘Yes, I count myself a 
Christian,” he replied. ‘Are you bringing 
others to Christ?” asked Dr. Torrey. “That’s 
your business,” replied the attorney. ‘Mine is 
to practice law.’’ Dr. Torrey handed him the 
Bible, asking him to read what the Scriptures 
say about it. He read, “They that were scat- 
tered abroad went everywhere preaching the 
Word,” Said he, “Well, they were the Apostles.” 
“Will you kindly read the first verse?” “Andi 
they were all scattered abroad .. . except the 
Apostles.” 

The Scriptures direct us to “‘spray the wild 
trees, the out-of-the-way shrubs” as well as 
those we consider useful, because mischiefi 


THE MASTER IS COMING 


They said, ““The Master is coming 


I am hungry and faint and 


And I watched in the dusk 


To honor the town today, 
And none can tell at whose house 
or home 
The Master will choose to stay.” 
And I thought while my heart 
beat wildly, 
What if He should come to 
mine! 
How would I strive to entertain 
And honor the Guest Divine? 


And straight I turned to toiling 
To make the home more neat. 


I swept and polished, and gar- 
nished, 
And decked it with blossoms 
sweet. 


I was troubled for fear the Master 

Might come ere my task was 
done, 

And I hastened and worked the 
faster, 

And watched the hurrying sun. 


Three Strangers Call 
But right in the midst of my 
duties 
A woman came to my door. 
She had come to tell me her sor- 
rows, 
And my comfort and aid to 
implore. 
And I said, “I cannot listen, 
Nor help you any today: 
I have greater things to attend 
tOume 
And the pleader turned away. 


But soon there came another— 
A cripple, thin, pale, and gray— 
And said, “Oh, let me stop and 
rest 
Awhile in your home, I pray, 
I traveled far since morning— 
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weak ; 
And comfort and health I seek.’ 


And I said, “I am grieved and 
sorry, 
But I cannot help you today. 
I look for a great and noble 
Guest.” 

And the cripple went away. 
And the day wore on more swiftly, 
And my task was nearly done, 
And a prayer was ever in my heart, 
That the Master to me might 

come. 


And I thought I would spring to 
meet Him, 
And serve Him with utmost 
care, 
When a little child stood by me, 
With a face so sweet and fair— 
Sweet, but with marks of tear- 
drops, 
And his clothes were tattered 
and old. 
A finger was bruised and bleeding, 
And his little bare feet were 
cold. 
And I said, “I am sorry for you, 
You are sorely in need of care, 
But I cannot stop to give it, 
You must hasten on elsewhere.” 
And at the words, a shadow 
Swept over his blue-veined 
brow— 
“Someone will feed and clothe you, 
dear, 
But I am too busy now.” 


Waiting 
At last the day was ended, 
And my toil was over and done; 
My house was swept and gar- 
nished, 


alone— 

Watched, but no footfall sounded, 
No one paused at my gate, 
No one entered my cottage door, 
I could only pray and wait. 


I waited till night had deepened, 
And the Master had not come; 
“He has entered some other door,’’ 
I cried, 

“And  gladdened 
home!’’ 
My labor had been for nothing? 
And I bowed my head and wept ! 
My heart was sore with longing, 
Yet, in spite of all, I slept. 


some other 


The Master Comes 


Then the Master stood before mes 
And His face was grave ana 
fair— 
“Three times today I came to youn 
door, 
And craved your pity and care; ° 
Three times you sent me onward, . 
Unhelped and uncomforted, 
And the blessing you might have 
had was lost, 
And your chance to serve has 
fled.”’ 


“O Lord, dear Lord, forgive me! 
How could I know it was Thee?’* 
My very soul was shamed ana 
bowed 
In the depths of humility. 
And He said, “The sin is par 
doned, | 
But the blessing is lost to thee # 
For, comforting not the least o* 
mine, 
Ye have failed to comfort me.” 


—Emma A. Lunt. 
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Pastors: Meet our 
New No. 8 *“‘Master DeLuxe 
Automatic Feed ‘*‘Excellograph’’ 
Rotary Stencil Printer 
NEW Low Price—ONLY $42.50 


Lenten 


Other Models $19.75 Up Terms 


and Illustrated Folder Free 
aoLen tahueet eo SS OME NUEL 
of hundreds o ulletin an ure rt Designs to 
Services trace on stencils, now ready for distribution. Limited 
2 number. Now Only - - - - - = = = $5.00 
with an 


Electrie Light Bize lus cone Seen, eat Design Tracer 
Complete - - - - = - $7.50 
If you have a Stencil Deptee give us name and 

we will put you on Minister’s Preferred Mailing List 

for Specials, Presents, Advertising Favors, ete. You 
will be pleased. 
Or will trade in, or rebuild, your machine. Also 

Typewriters. 

Write Right Now for Illustrated Literature 


Pittsburgh Typewriter & Supply Co. 


Dept. K-10 339 Fifth Ave. Pittsburgh Pa. 


ILLUMINATED CROSS 


Write for Current Designs at New Low Prices 


VOIGT COMPANY 


Designers and Manufacturers 
CHURCH LIGHTING 


1745 N. 12th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


World Syndicate 


Center Reference 
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CROCKETT 


Here is a handy reference 
Bible. It contains special 
features usually found in 
more expensive editions. It 
includes, in addition to the 
Center Column Reference, 
a Family Register. 


[ 
ht iat iy! a L 
fT) isan, Hel ic 


Bound in black Spanish 
leather, flexible, divinity cir- 
cuit, gold stamped front and 
backbone, round corners, 
red edges, 1220 pages. Size 
of page: 434x7 inches. Indi- 
vidually boxed. No. 6-M 
Center Reference 
Bible 


Comfortable rooms with sleep-inspiring beds, 
private bath, ceiling fans and circulating hot 
water. Splendid food in the Crockett Coffee 
Shop — moderately priced. 


LARGE, SPACIOUS {20 50 
ROOMS WITH BATH FROM ; — 


SAN ANTONIO 


TEXAS 


Write for Complete Catalog and Prices 


The World Syndicate Publishing Co. 
2231 West 110th Street Cleveland, Ohio 
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OBL AOZ 
One Roo 
As Occasion Demands 
Y the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 
Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 
Offices in all principat cities 


GOWNS 
for the 


PULPIT and CHOIR 


When buying robes write 
to America’s oldest and 
largest manufacturer... 


Cotrell and Leonard 
Est. 1832 Inc, 1935 
485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 


EASTER, MARCH 28 


Thousands of progressive pastors 
will use Woolverton promotional sup- 
plies for Lent, Palm Sunday, Holy 
Week and Easter. 


A complete packet of samples will 
be mailed to you upon request. No ob- 
ligation, but we know you’lllikethem. 

THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Write us for quotations on your next printing 
order. We may save you money. 


( Gaphelnnstes FURNITURE 


Everything for Church and Sunday School 
ase. From Factory to You. Fine catalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1116 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 
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callousness, crime, selfishness, and sinfulness. 
The present industrial situation is a modern 
example of this Scripture verse, the attorney’s 
attitude regarding his devotion to his own 
business of making money, the farmer’s atti- 
tude of spraying the so-called ‘‘useful trees” 
and neglecting the ones breeding the trouble. 
Christ’s teachings apply to the professions, the 
industrialists, and the workmen alike, and 
unless these lessons are heeded before the 
army of trouble and hatred appears, the con- 
sequences and suffering are distributed over 
all alike. 

Christ’s message regarding the rules of life 
are for all alike, and must be applied regardless: 
of income. : 

Prayer for wisdom, understanding, 
strength to apply these rules. 

Hymn. 

Benediction. 


and 


The Ultimate Test 


(Every person in the congregation should 
be invited to take part in this plan of deter-~ 
mining what they expect of the Church, and 
the real function of the Church among men.z 
Ask every person to write out an answer to the 
following questions, and deposit them with the 
ushers on Sunday prior to this service, or maih 
them to the Church office. Signatures not re- 
quired.) 


Questions: 

What is the Church? 

What is its function in my Life? 
Can it function without my Help? 
What is meant by “my help?” 


Invocation. 

Hymn. 

Scripture: Job 34:19. “They all are the work 
of his hands.” 

Pastor: There is a story told of a famous: 
sculptor to whom had been delegated the privi- 
lege of designing a War Memorial for a city im 
northern England. When he finally invited the 
council to view his clay model, he told them off 
the countless times he had remodeled some off 
the details of the work before his mind and eye 
were satisfied. ‘Very often,” he said, “I was 
ready to give up in despair. It seemed as 
though it was impossible for me to say in clayy 
what was in my heart, and I wondered if those 
who were to see it would understand!” 

Then he pointed to some superb modeling om 
the front of the plinth, representing some 
stretcher-bearers at their task. “You see 
that?” he said. “Nothing impressed me at thes 
front like the stretcher-bearers, and I have 
tried to say all that I feel in that bas-relief.” 

“When it was finished and I was sure I hady 
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yreeds in the out-of-the-way places. These 
ire excellent examples of today’s increase in 
lone my best, I was oppressed with a feeling of 
ailure. I was ready to destroy it, when I hap- 
yened to see the gardener. I called him in and 
isked him what he thought of it. ‘Bless you, 
nister,’ he said, ‘I know nothing of such things, 
don’t know what I think about it. I only 
now this—it makes me want to cry.’ I knew 
hen I had not failed.” 


Active Christianity needs its stretcher-bear- 
rs, for the battles of everyday life, and there 
s probably nothing that impresses our fellow- 
nen like that phase of Christian life. I have 
isked you to put down on paper what your 
dea of the Church and its functions is, and 
ve shall now read these. (Persons designated 
eforehand read them.) 

Pastor continues: Our own lives and the lives 
f those whom we touch are the monuments we 
eave to honor Jesus Christ, who made himself 
he bearer of all our sins, and showed us the 
vay to sublime accomplishment. 

(Announce that suggestions will be studied 
nd every effort made to put them into practice, 
vith the help of those who made them.) 


Prayer, 
Hymn. 


Benediction. 


THE OPPOSING WORLD 


(Continued from page 114) 


‘or anarchy, but I am pleading that those of us 
who, today, bear the name of Christian shall 
lisecover the power which was once the distinc- 
ion and the justification of the Christian 
Shurch. 

Christianity is not listed as a moving faith in 
he world today not because there is anything 
acking in the Christian religion as such. All 
hat is good in nationalism, secular material- 
sm, and communism, Christianity has, and 
MORE. 

Christianity would say that citizens of a na- 
jon have the right to cherish their traditions, 
heir customs, their history, and their aspira- 
ions, but Christianity would go farther to in- 
sist that nationalism must never be an end in 
tself, but a means to an end; namely, the pro- 
notion of the mutual good of all nations. Chris- 
janity does not deny a place to material values 
‘or the well-being of life, but it goes on to in- 
sist that they must be used as a means and not 
1s an end, namely, for the purpose of making 
ossible what Jesus defines as “the abundant 
ife” for all. Christianity contains all that is 
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WICKS 


OFFERS 


Wicks organs are voiced by America’s finest voic- 
ing staff, therefore, the tone quality is superb. The 
Wicks Direct Electric Action is the acme in sim- 
plicity, reliability and durability. Despite these 
superior features a Wicks costs no more than 
inferior products. A case as illustrated above may 
be included with an organ costing only $1395.00: 


WICKS. ORGAN CO. 
DEPT. m= HIGHLAND, ILL. 


OUR FREE CATALOG SAVES 


Money for Foreign Missionaries 


| Doar ten Missionaries everywhere have 
confidence in our Missionary Bureau as 
the most economical source for personal sup- 
plies and mission equipment of high quality. 

Secretaries and Purchasing Agents of 
Foreign Missions find that our free catalog, 
with its 45,000 separate items, and our 
special discount list enable them to save 
money for their stations. 

Mission Boards can economize by selecting 
hardware, paints and other building materi- 
als from our catalog, for shipment abroad. 

If you wish a Montgomery Ward catalog, for 
export use only, write today for a free copy 


MONTGOMERY WARD 


Department Y 


Export Missionary Unit Chicago, U.S.A. 


Your BULLETIN for 
EASTER 


Make this HKaster a memorable one in 
your congregation. 

Use an Easter Bulletin as published by 
Greenwood: 


More INSPIRING 
HELPFUL 


ATTRACTIVE 


Bulletins within reach of your Church 
Write for your samples today 


THE GREENWOOD COMPANY 


Reading, Pennsylvania 


Page 163 


CATHEDRAL CHIMES 
WITH ELECTRIC ACTION 


NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL 
Our new Chimes invention now makes it 
possible for you to add these high quality 
chimes to your pipe organ, Hammond 
Electric, reed organ, piano or other 
musical combination at an amaz- 
ingly low cost. These chimes al- = 
ways remain an independent musi- 
cal instrument. They can be at- 
tached to any part of the auditori- 
umor building. Beautiful in design; 
silent in action; and possessing clear. 
bell-like tones these chimes fill along 
1 felt need. Send for free descriptive 
booklet. No obligation whatsoever 
WALL MODEL Low convenient terms if desired 


F. i r 
oryipe Orse" MAAS ORGAN CAMPANY, Ltd. 
3015 CASITAS AVE.,Los Angeles, Calif 


installations. 


OUR POLICY: Factory to you direct means LOW COST 


PORTABLE MODEL 
For Hammonds, Pianos, 
Reed Organs, 
HOME, ORCHESTRA, Ete 


Cl eiounee TO-DAY 


Introduce To-Day to your con- 
gregation as a practical aid to 
daily devotions. It is the only 
monthly magazine of its kind 


db 
Se enten 


(Cp nese 


Subscriptions 
75 cents a year. 
$1.25 fortwo years. 
Remittance with 
order. Lower Club 
Rates on request. 
- ... Send for a 


sample copy. 


presenting a thought for the day, | 
Scripture references, thought- 
provoking discussion, and a clos- 
ing prayer. 

THE 


WESTMINSTER PRESS 


925-E Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 


DONG FURRITURE CO 


MAKERS OF FINE CHURCH W@ODUORK 


50 € 42npST- 
Neus York 


1505 RACE ST 
PHILA- PA 


-Peuss: Chancel FURNITURE Fons: 


> THE FACTORU- AT TOPTON PA- 


HENRY KECK 


Stained Glass Studios 


1010 W. Genesee St. 
—, 


We make all types of stained glass windows 
for churches. Original designs. 

Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
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good in Communism. Certainly as Christians 
we are committed to the eradication of oppres- 
sion, economic injustice and slavery. But we 
are committeed to even more. Man does not live 
by bread alone, we say. He is more than brute, 
an essence of eternity is within him, we believe. 
Consequently, Christianity goes beyond Com- 
munism and ministers to man’s moral and 
spiritual needs as well as to his physical, be- 
yond the needs of the animal to those of man. 
Nationalism, secular materialism, and me- 
chanistic communism, of their own nature, are 
inadequate to the needs of men. It is Christian- 
ity alone that is adequate. No, the trouble is 
not with Christianity. It is with us. What the: 
world most needs Christianity alone can pro- 
vide. That Christianity is not meeting this need 
is the disgrace that rests on us. It is our 
shame, our sin. 


But the hope for the world rests in the fact. 
that now, as ever before, we, the Church, can be: 
empowered by a Moving faith. God’s arm is: 
not shortened. Human nature has not changed. 
Still the Mighty God can use the potential capa- 
cities of human personality to change men andi 
to transform the world. Jesus Christ has not 
been surpassed. Still He is the way, the truth, 
the life. Still He fills the horizons of all wha 
honestly work for individual and social perfec- 
tion. Still it is possible for men to come intc 
the possesssion of power to fulfill their deep- 
est needs and the purpose of God through a vital 
consciousness of unity of spirit with His Spirit.; 


When you and I are firmly convicted as tc 
our weakness, but possessed of a faith that we 
can be strong; when we are taken captive by 
the vision of what we can do and of what we 
must do; when we so share our lives with God’s 
life that our motives are one with His purpose.: 
then, and only then, can we begin to recapture 
the power which alone gives the Christiarm 
Church reason for existence and which alone 
can save us and save the opposing world. 
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WHAT DOES RELIGION MEAN? 


(Continued from page 116) 


hallenge to climb, to grow, not to sit down in 
difference and complacency. 


George Mallory in 1922 was explaining his 
uird attempt to scale Mt. Everett. Someone 
sked him, ‘‘Why are you trying continuously 
) scale that bleak mountain?’”’ He answered, 
If you cannot understand that there is some- 
ing in a man which responds to the challenge 
f this mountain and goes out to meet it, that 
is the struggle of life itself upward and for- 
ard, then you will not see why we go.” 


Likewise, my friends, if you cannot see the 
aallenge of making the whole world Christ- 
ke or winning all men to salvation in Him, of 
ading business and government to adopt 
hristian motives and ideals; of making na- 
ons live together as brothers and not hate 
ach other as enemies. In short, if you cannot 
ream that some day the Kingdom of this 
orld shall become the Kingdom of Christ, 
1.en religion has not touched your imagination 
or challenged your aspirations. If you would 
ream that dream, then pray as did Paul of 
id, that you may in time come through to the 
2avenly vision. 

A Christian is like an aeroplane. When it 
ops going forward it begins to fall. The 
gher it mounts the greater the danger. As 
ng as it keeps moving forward it is safe. 


In New York I knew a man who at one time 
ught a Sunday School class and for one year 
as superintendent of the Sunday School. 
hen, he lost his wife; became discouraged; 
-opped out of church work and became bitter. 
ne day I received a telephone call that this 
an was in Queens Prison for stealing $300.00 
om his employer and wasting it on gambling 
id liquor. When he quit going forward in his 
ligious life he fell. So often people say they 
sed to be active, but that they have done their 
are. That they have done their part, now let 
meone else carry the load. Religion is no 
nger a challenge to them. They need to re- 
ember then, that when one stops going for- 
ard he is in danger. 


Life cannot be made out of things. When 
yu have eaten your fill, have comfortable 
othes to wear and a warm shelter you have 
out all that things can do for you. Then re- 
rion helps you to make things beautiful, in- 
rumental, helpful and useful. Yet, two-thirds 
‘the men of this earth spend their time and 
ergy seeking things only. Money making is 
eir chief end and almost their only business. 
he pity is that such a life while not evil is 
npty. They are not so much in danger of hell- 
‘e and jail as they are of emptiness and 
orthlessness. Wickedness is always foolish 
1d silly. A tree must have roots and leaves. 
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The MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


PRICE Per SECTION From 
9. 5 veer $9.25 With 
Door Door 
Depending Upon Size 
Furnished in different materials, 


designs and finishes, imparting 
almost any desired effect. 


(AeA sttte 
SECTIONAL” BOOKCASE. 

Sold DIRECT from Factory 
on 30 DAY APPROVAL 


Write for Catalog No. E-37 
showing other new attractive designs 
at correspondingly Low Prices. 


The C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 
(Established 1899) Little Falls, N.Y. 
New York Showroom, 130 West 42nd St. (Tel. Wis. 7-8668) 


HILLGREEN, LANE & COMPANY 
Pipe Organ Builders 
ALLIANCE, OHIO 


Our firm has been established for 
forty years and has achieved a 
reputation for fair dealing and 
artistic Organ production. We are 
equipped in every way to under- 
take orders of any magnitude. 


Glorious, Golden-Voiced 


autlons 
CROWNING TOUCH TO ; 
A BEAUTIFUL CHURCH 
®Automatically played, richly beau- 
tiful in tone ... yet available for as 
little as $6000. “The perfect answer 
to the quest for a truly distinctive 
memorial. Interesting particulars 
on Tae ee 
Cc. DEAGAN, Inc 
141 Besa Bldg. Chicago 


In the SPRING of the year. . . 


Advertise your church with the aid 
of a Sheldon All-Aluminum Bulletin 
and invite all to attend. This bulle- 
tin is a modern reminder which tells 
members and others that your 
church is up-to-date — increase 
your membership. A penny post 
card will bring you our catalog with 
descriptions, prices and information 
concerning the large variety of bul- 
letins. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Box 133EH Ashtabula, Ohio 
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THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by HALL craftsmen. 


Choir-Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Hangings, Bible Markers, 
ete. Fine materials, beau- 
tiful work. State your needs. 
Caialog a d Samples 
on request 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1153 S. 4th St. Greenville, {Il 


DELAWARE @ 


CHAIRS “UNEXCELLED 


SINCE 1870” 


Need new chairs for your Sunday School rooms? 
Write for illustrated pamphlet and prices. 


DELAWARE CHAIRS « Delaware, O. 


Double-cane, Fibre and Wooden Seat Chairs 


Order Early Your Easter 
Communion Cups 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 

OFFER at low prices. Glasses $1.00 

Dozen. Tray and 36 glasses $6.50 ae 

Beautiful CHROMIUM - PLATE 

Aluminum, Wood and Silver- lated s 

Services. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete. 


Thomas Communion Service, Box 15 Lima, Ohio 


Church Windows {i753 


The Von Gerichten Studios 


Craftsmen in Stained Glass 
551-557 So. High St. Columbus, Ohio 


Information and prices given without any obligation 
to purchase 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


and 


Sunday School Equipment 
CHARLES SVOBODA 


6253 Mershon Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Your Members Will Pay 


their subscriptions more promptly if they are informed 
freauently of the atate of their account. In our system a 
record oi the entire financial transaction is kept on one 
duplicate sheet. The original is perforated by quarters, 
so that four times a year the statement can be sent out, 
while the recorder retains the duplicate. Write for par- 
ticulars and samples. The price is very reasonable. 


The Hauke Press vale Enea vineide 
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Without leaves the roots will rot and die. 
Without roots the leaves will wither and die. 
So man cannot live on bread alone. He must 
have bread, yes, or his body will starve and 
die. Religion, he must have or his mind and 
spirit will wither and die. Religion makes life 
abundant and worthwhile. 

Suppose a man puts in his life making 
money, and finally accumulates a million dol- 
lars. He travels but sees little because he is 
continually worrying about the stock market. 
He buys an art collection and then pays some 
college professor to tell his friends what it is 
all about. He is empty. He cannot enjoy it 
himself nor can he help other to enjoy it. His 
mind and soul are withered. The college stu- 
dent is the life of the party, the campus sheik 
for four years and then he emerges at the 
close of his course empty. His four years have 
been wasted. That is the pity; that is the 
tragedy of a life without religion. 


The righteous man accumulates little but 
finds that the reward of good will is friend- 
ship, the reward of being honest is that he cam 
face himself and others without fear; the 
reward of being righteous is a clear conscience 
and the sense of the presence of God withim 
him; the reward for service the outlook of am 
eternity filled with fellowship and _ service:.: 
Yes, the Psalmist was right, ““‘The Lord know~ 
eth the way of the righteous, but the way off 
the ungodly shall perish.’’ It shall perish be- 
cause it is worthless. 


Science has within the past 25 years length- 
ened the span of life 12 years in America. Im 
other words, science says to a man you haye 
12 years more to live on this earth. Religiom 
says to a man, “‘you may have life abundantly. 
triumphantly, victoriously here on earth and om 
through eternity in a still more abundant life.’ ’ 
Does religion mean this to you? 


John 9:15-25 
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A VOICE OF AUTHORITY 


(Continued from page 118) 


tending the services of the Roman Catholic 
d High-Church Episcopalean churches in 
liversity and College communities. 


The situation in which the Protestant church 
ds itself is not hopeless but it does require 
liberate effort to correct the condition that 
s caused it if the churches are not to become 
rt. The problem may be met with either of 
0 widely separated attitudes. One is to 
ange the reason for which men attend religi- 
s services. If the age of polemics has passed, 
on let the church serve by providing a service 
dignified, so reverential, so mystical that 
n feel that during that hour they have been 
the presence of God and have done some- 
ng toward building more stately mansions 
*their souls. This may necessitate abridging 
> sermon time, it may require training the 
ty in the art of worship but it will bring the 
ople back to the pew because the church is 
2 place where they find the Lord. 
The other method is to fight fire with fire 
d return to authoritative pronouncement 
ym the sacred desk. It will require careful 
idy and wide reading by the minister but it 
1 prove itself a specific for the ills of his 
urch. The New Testament has a message for 
2 qguandries of today. Let the pulpit declare 
Evil is ever present. The people know 
ut. When the sermon only reveals specific 
Is it does little more than broadcast but 
en it declares that Christianity neither ex- 
ins nor denies evil but rather enables men 
defeat evil and shows how that has been and 
li may be done, it will have regained its 
yeriority to all other voices. The people 
1 return to kneel again before the altar be- 
ise they find there that Christianity gives 
ir souls ‘faith and strength to grasp life’s 
stles.”’ The greatest value of the recent 
saching Mission lies in this very field. 
One would play false to history and to the 
ts of the present also if he failed to note 
it the authority of the church is admirably 
intained by many who boast neither ‘‘much 
rning’”’ nor the knowledge of many books. 
e churches of these men have “still their 
sient power.’’ One refers to those pulpits 
ich Sunday after Sunday speak out of an 
yerience of the power of the gospel in the 
» and observation of the ones who preach 
m them. Those who like the blind man of 
in nine having been asked to explain just 
o Jesus was and how he healed him said, 
know not, but this I know, whereas I was 
ad, now I see.’ 
Jse either method in repairing the breaches 
the walls and rehanging the gates that have 
n burned with fire or use something of both 
thods but in any case Protestantism must de- 
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